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2 * WT is from a deſire to diſcharge a good 
5 I Co Wen from 4 Sence of my Duty 
to others, and from a great Willingneſs to 
uin . Glory to the Divine Majeſty, 


* that I prevail with my ſelf to Publiſh the 


© Enſuing Papers. 


| 1 Te imony 10 the Truths the Go pet ; 
the much ſlight- 


o 


” my Heart to take Notice, how genera 15 
= Principles of our Chriſtianity, which were 
= reſtored by our bleſſed Reformers, are of 


1 ſent it ; and it hath been 4 great ral 
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late more depraved than ever, nay by many 
= abſolutely Exploded and Rejetted. 
I thought therefore it might be ſome 
Service to our Holy Religion, by making 
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ome Serrous- the Carrimye of 
4 Men; and by ferring town The Nfrin 
Parts of that Soung 7 which we 
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ule 2 this 17 


cconht 
5 exif of T WAS 


ng and e- 
25 the Fab ja; ruths, which 1 
taught us by Chriſt and his Apoſſles._ 1 


was ag 578 eto my Spirit to find, 70 
the __ At of arliament, for the Security 
of the Church of Enoland, mentions that 


thr Dactrine as well as * overnment an 
Diſc pre tf bf the 1 hureh Ib be 87 55 ; 
which is a great 1 TR tous b bk = 
Days. of Error and Falje 125 4 re 
mg ny from this Tg, that be 
erend and Kh [RP ſeers of the 
5 N tale care, that no Alteration 
15 be made or allowed 85 71 thoſe 0 50 
which oy, redeceſſors, and the whole Row 

| $i Bag! 5 — 52 4 at the Re- 
Fand a and atterm 77 IE 9995 
| Fee Fa Hired ws the Hoh & crep- © 
Fuxes,. th 5 tandar 4 of + 10 Divine Doctrine. © 
ue ee. to appear in beha if of | 
he C Truths, bet 2 fulh perſwaded of of, the ue- 
ſity Ps this Under aking. 4nd 1 1 1 Ihe ll re- 
0 to ſte that others of greater 461i 


are 
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are ivd thy my weak Paxformanee, to db 

| 1 4 higher Nature. We * MA ** 
is too plain that fince the Ar- 
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Let theſe be heard from our Pulpits, and then 
7 expect that Men's Hearts will be 
ral Touched and Affected by the Mord, 
and there will be daily added to thi Charch © 
ſuch as ſhall be Saved. I have had, to the 

Praiſe of God's Grace, ſome W 
F 1 | thefts 
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theſe things; and can Atteſt the Efficacy of 
ous Truths in the Miniſtry of the Goſpel: 


promote this Bleſſed Work, and to Commend 

_ Chriſtzanity to the Reader in order to his 

Lord wouchſafe his Bleſſing to this Under- 
, 
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The PREFACE! - 


the Holy Spirit in attending to theſe preci- 


And now according ta my mean Capacity I 
have endeavoured in the following Lines to 


the Deſpiſed and" Negleed Principles of 
Sabvation and Eternal Happineſs, The 


taki make me an Inſtrument in his 
Hand of Convincing many of the Reality and 
Excellency of theſe Divine Dotrines. And 
may the Pious Reader joyn with me in this 
Prayer. to the God of Heaven. N v1 
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CHURcH of ENGLAND, &c. 


H E great and Fundamental Articles of 
the Chriſtian Religion, revealed inthe 
holyScrpitures,which came downfrom 
Heaven, and have a tendency to lead 
us thither, are contained in the Articles, Homi- 
lies, and Liturgy of the Church of England; and 
were zealouſly profeſſed by our firlt Reformgrs 
and their Succeſſors, the Biſhops and Clergy ofthe 

ſaid Church, in the Reigns of King Edward the 

Sixthz Queen Elix abeth and King Famesthe Firlt ; 
and which all true Chriſtians build upon by faith, 


ſhew forth the vertue of them in a holy Life, 


and reckon them dearer to them than the Apple 


B of 
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2 many of the Clergy, &c. 
of their Eye, and therefore when we ſee that 
theſe are ſubverted, altho* we are meek in other 
things, yet we are warmly and earneſtly to con- 
tend for theſe; as exhorted Fade z. And we 
have reaſon ſo to do at this preſent, conſidering, 
that many ofthe Clergy inthe Church of England 
(who call themſelves without reaſon Sons of the 
ſaid Church) even from the Days of King Fames 
the Firſt till this time, Subſcribe to the Articles 
and Homilies of the ſaid Church willingly, and 
ex animo, and hold that they are azrecable to the 
word of God (Canon 36.) except they equivocate) 
and give their aſſent and conſent to the Liturgy, 
yet I ſay, many ofthem deride ſome of the chief 
Articles of the ſaid Church: And almoſt as ſoon 
as they get into the Pulpit Preach againſt them, 


and endeavour both by their Preaching and Print- 


ing to propagate anew Religion amongſt us, con- 
tray to what Chriſt and his Apoſtles teach us : 
Whichmay well be ſuppoſed to be the reaſon that 
Deiſm prevailes more at preſent in this Nation, 


thanever: And is as likely to ſpread further, if 
the worthy Orthodox Clergy of the ſaid Church 
do not by theit Preaching and Printing endeavour 


to put a ſtop to it. 


And this will the better appear, if we conſider 


particularly ſome of the chief Articles of their 
Religion; and compare them with holy Scriptrue, 
and the Articles of the Church of England, and 
begin firſt, with — * 
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4 1 T be Holy Scriptures. b 


he holy Scriptures ofthe old and new Teſta- 
5 ment given by inſpiration of God, contian all 
things neceſſary to be known, believed and pra- 
==ctiſed, in order to God's glory. and our eternal 
/ Salvation: So that whatloever is not contained 
therein, nor may be proved thereby, is not to be 
ppbelieved as an Article of Faith. Sixth Art. of the Ch, 
4 Eng. and therefore theſe writings are highly to be 
prized and reverenced by us; they evidence them. 
ſelves to be from God, by thoſe Seals of Divine 
4 Authority anne xd to them, namely, Propheſics 
and Miracles; and thoſe Characters of the Di- 
| us vine perfe&tions which are impreſſed on them. 
2X Theſe I ſhall endeayour to ſhew, are the only 
4 bt perfect infallible,and plain rules, directing us how 
we may obtain our chick end, and this will appear 
if we conſider. That God at the Creation gave 
all creatures a rule to direct them how they might 
ST attain the end of their Creation; this rule is 
called the Law of Nature, implanted in all Crea- 
VE tures at the beginning, according to which they 
are inclined to act: As the Sun, Moon and Stars, 
9 move exactly according to rule; the Elements 
according to their Nature; and in brute Creatures 
there is a natural inſtinct, whereby they are ſtirred 
1 4 up to act according to their kind: And can we 
imagine that God, who gave all Creatures a rule 
& ſuited to their natures, was wanting to give his 
rational creature, Man, a rule ſuited to his nature? 
and therefore we find God gave Man a rule con- 
q # taining precepts, promiſes and threatnings, thereby 
1 B 2 influencing 


W The Religion of 


cing Mans rational Faculties unto obedience ; 
this rule was the Moral Law written in Mans 
Heart by way of habit. And thus God ſet all 
Creatures in a direct poſture towards the end of 
their Creation; · and United them as ſo many 
Links in a Chain in ſubſervency to his own Glo- 
ry. | FT f 
And Adam being the Head of all Mankind; 


of whom they were to be derived, God gave him 
Laws, not only as a private Perſon, but as the 7 


Root of all ankind, from whom all good or 
evil were to be derived to his Poſterity, 17. As. 
26. and having endued Adam with a mutable free 
will, he left him to himſelf to make election of his 
own and poſterities future condition either of hap- 
pineſs or miſery. nd Man being thus left to him 
ſelf; abode not long in that tate of Perfection in 
which he was Created; but by the abuſe of his 

free will and the temptation of Satan, broke the 

Divine Law, whereby he fell under the curſe, 
and became blind in his underſtanding,and utterly Z 

ignorant how he might attain his chief end: And 
this is the condition now of all Men by nature, 
5- Eph.8. for the remaining light of nature, could 


not acquaint him or them with the means of his 


recovery: For neither the Being, nor the Re- 
velation of it, was conſiſtent with Mans State. 


And this will appear if we conſider the higheſt 


1 * 


degree of knowledge, the wiſeſt and learnedſt 


amongſt the Heathen ever attained  ___ they 
ar 


were ignorant of many truths nec 


y to be 
known in order to Salvation. They knew there is 
one God, but not theTrinity in Unity; they belie- 


ved God was the firſt cauſe of all things, but the 
manner how they were produced they knew not: 


They 
, 2 
1 2 
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* many of the Clergy, &c. . 
hey knew God was to be worſhiped, but how, 
they were ignorant of, from whence ſprung their 
gros idolatry : They knew God was to be obeyed, 
M 1 but wherein, they were ignorant in many parti- 
* culars; for revenge they commended as a laudable 
ot part of Magnanimity ; Murder in many caſes 
pas allowed by their beſt Caſuiſts; not a Foot. 
Gle Yo Nep found amongſt them of the Vertue of Humi- 
94 ity; pride was incurable by any notions they had, 
kind and never any propoſed the Honour of their Gods, 
nc; as the chief end of their Actions. The light of na- 
be ture taught them there is a reward for the righ- 
5 the teous; and a puniſhment for obſtinate Sinners; 
4 but what the reward is, and how the puniſhment 
is to be afflited, and how Mankind ſhall be put 


7 into an eſtate of receiving them by a reſurrection 
Fhap-| from the dead, it revealed not; it ſhewed them the 
„him Corruption of our nature, and that we deſerved the 
on in al wrath of Ged, and that in order to-regain our loſt 
his happiness, there was a neceſſity to get our natures 
> the cleanſed; and our perſons reconciled to God, but 


they were utterly ignorant of the way both of the 


me one and the other. To get their natures cleanſed 
A 0 they preſcribed to converſe with good Men, togive 


= themſelves up to Philoſophy, and to let reaſon 


oy rule over fence ; but knew, nothing of the Sancti- 
'f his © fication of the Holy-Spirit, by which only our 


R natures can be renewed : To get their perſons 
— reconciled to God, they ſaw there was a neceſ- 
ſity of ſatisfaction to God's Juſtice ;, and a ne- 


gheſt ceſſity of death in order to ſatisfaction, hence they +. | 


nedſt had recourſe to Sacrifices, yea, to humane Sacri- 


they 8 fices, which was the adding of one Sin unto ano 


to ther. Others thought to make God amends, by 
N a = forſaking groſs Sins, and exerciſing of vertue; 
= | = 
at the oa f 
{ nor 4 Ev 


6 many of the Clergy, &c "7 
and this all Perſons are naturally prone to; for =» if 
being ignorant of Chrilts righteouſneſs they g0 L 
about toeſtabliſh their own righteouſneſs, which " 
is imperfect; when as if it were perfect, it could 
not make ſatisfaction for Sins already committed 

_ againſt God, becaule it is that we owe to him, 
and the paying of one debt, cannot make ſatis fa- 
faction for another. It is evident, therefore 

they where ignorant of many Truths neceſſary 
tctWo be known to Salvation. 
| And they were uncertain and dubious about 
thoſe Truths which the light of Nature did dit- 
cover by much pains and ſtudy. | 
The light of Nature, therefore, not being 
99 in Man's depraved Eſtate, to guide 
him to his chief end; there is a neceſſity of a 
ſupernatural Revelation from above, to direct 
him to that end; and therefore that all Man- 
kind might not periſh, God of his infinite Wiſ⸗ 
dom and Goodneſs, hath inſtructed Man by a 
ſupernatural Revelation; Man being ſubject to 
the Will of God, and owingWorſhip and Obedi- 
ence to him, none other could direct him how : 
it ought to be perform'd ; and hence all Man- 
kind have been in ſuch expectation of it, that 
they have been in danger of falling into all ex- © 
treams of deluding Enthuſiaſm. 9 
This divine Revelation neceſſarily requires, 
irt, That it diſcovers it ſelf to be from God, 
either by internal or external Evidence, or 
both; for we cannot imagine that God ſhould 
require us to believe a Revelation on pain of 


Damnation, and yet that it ſhould not c Cover 
it ſelf to be , | 


P 
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1 7 * 
PB Secondly, That it be a perfe& Rule, revealing 


all things necceſſary to be known, believed and 
praiſed, in order to God's Glory and our eter- 
nal Felicity; for we cannot ſuppoſe that God 
would make a Revelation not ſufſicient to at- 


tain its end. 


as well the Unlearned 


Thirdly, That it be a certain and infallible 


Rule, becauſe of the great conſequence depend- 
ing on it, namely, God's Glory and Man's 


Happineſs; and therefore it muſt be a written 
Rule; that ſo it may be preſerv'd from being 
loſt, forgotten, or corrupted; and that it 
may be the better diſperſed and communicated 
to all Mankind in all Ages. 

Fourthly, That it be a plain and eaſy Rule, 
with reſpect to all things neceſſary to be known 
to Salvation, becauſe it concerns all Perſons, 
and Weak, as the Wiſe 
and Learned, 3 | 

Having thus ſhew'd the-Proporties, that are 
neceſſary to a Rule that muſt guide Man to his 
ultimate End ; I ſhall examine thereby, all 
thoſe things that ever were pretended to be of 
divine Revelation; whereby it will appear that 
the Holy Scriptures are the only Rule that an- 
ſwers the foregoing Properties, and therefore 
the only Rule God hath revealed to us, to direct 
us how we may glorify him in this World, and 
be happy in the enjoyment of him tor ever. 

As firſt, This divine Revelation is not that 
which is contain'd in the Books of the Sie, 
which ſome thought were fill'd with many di- 
vine Secrets, but the greateſt part, if not the 
whole, are long ſince periſhed out of the World, 
Which is ſufficient Proof they are none of this 
34 divine 


3 The Religion of 
divine Revelation: Nor the Writings of the 
Poets, for if we ſhould erect a Religion from 
them, what a ridiculous thing would it appear? 
Nor the Heathen Oracles at Delphos, Fupiter, 
Hammon and the reſt ; for they were generally 
uncertain, and ſometimes falſe; and the Re- 
cords of theſe Oracles are long ſince periſhed 
and loſt: Nor is it the old Roman Theology, for 
the Books wherein the Religion of Numa was 
written, were openly burnt by decree of the 
Senate of Rome; and ſo are vaniſhed out of the 
World. | | 
Secondly, It is not the Religion contained in 
the Morals of Conſuſions the Chineſe Philoſopher, 
which one in the Pulpit proclaim'd to be fo 
entire, that they contain the whole of our 
Duty, although they mention not one word 
of Chriſt and his Mediation, and the Duties 
ariſing from thence: Nor is it the Precepts of 
the other Ancient Philofophers, for they diſcover 
not many Truths neceſſary tobe known to Sal- 
vation. Yet Dr. Blackal, in his Commencement 
Sermon at Cambridge, 1700. pag. 22. aſſerts, 
that the Goſpel commands little more than thoſe 
wholſome Precepts, and thereby in a manner 
equals them to the holy Scriptures. © © 
Thirdly, It is not Mahomer's Alcaror, for 
this hath no Seals of divine Authority, namely, 
Predictions and Miracles to confirm it, is a great 
part of it diſtracted Fantaſins, contradicts it ſelf 
in ſeveral places, oppoſes the Bible, and yet ac- 
knowledges it to be a divine Book, it allows of 
Revenge and all Licentiouſneſs with Women; 
it debaſeth the Majeſty of God, bringing him 
in ſwearing by ſeveral Creatures; and Mabo- 
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many of the Clergy, VC | 9 
met allures Perſons to embrace his Religion by 
Promiſes of ſenſual Delights in Paradiſe, and 
hath prevail'd over a great part of the World 
by the Power of the Sword. 

Fourthly, It is not the Oral Law of the Jews 


contained in their Talmud, which is ſtuff'd with 
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many monſtrous Fictions, This, they ſay was an 
unwritten Tradition, which God gave to Moſes 
on Mount Sinai, although it is nothing elſe than 
a figment of their own Brain, for there is not 
the leaſt tittle concerning it in the Scripture. 
Beſides, the written Law is a perfect Law, and 
therefore there is no need of this traditional 
Rule; and yet this figment is the ground of the 
reſent Judaical Religion, by means of which, 
they have for many Generations, ſhut out the 
light and ſecured themſelves from Conviction. 
Fifthly, Nor is it Ycpiſb Traditions which the 
Papiſis equal with rhe Scripture ; but theſe are 
a perfect Rule, therefore no need of Traditions 
to ſupply any defect in them: Beſides, theſe 
Traditions contradict the holy Bible, which they 
own for a divine Revelation, and one divine 
Revelation cannot contradi® another, More: 
over, the Catholick Church for ſeveral Ages 
after Chriſt, knew nothing of them ; .for the 
firſt riſe of ſingle Life, was anno 386. Praying 
to Saints departed, 4.70. Purgatory and the Ca- 
non of the Maſs, 6co. the. Popes Supremacy, 
605. private Maſſes, 700. and worſhiping o 
Images, 7go. This therefore overthrows the 
Popiſh Traditions, by the Rule that Bellarmine 
gives to diſcern the true from the falſe , for that, 
he faith, is a true Tradition, which all for- 
mer Doctors have owned ſucceſlively in their 
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10 many of the Clergy, &c." 
ſeveral Ages to come from the Apoſtles. And 
laſtly, they are uncertain, for the Papiſts never 
gave us a perfect Catalogue of them. F 

Sixthly, The Apocryphal Books are no part 
of the divine Revelation of the Scriptures, for 
they were not written in the Hebrew Tongue, 
which all the Books of the Old Teſtament were 
originally written in; nor by Prophets, for 
Malachi was the laſt, after whom all the Apo- 
crypha was written ; nor were they ever received 
into the Canon of the Scripture by the Jews, 
to whom the Oracles of God were committed 
before Chriſt's time, nor were they ever read 
and expounded in their Synagogues : Beſides, 7 
they contain many Falſities, contradict the 
Scriptures and themſelves, as they may be made 
appear in ſeveral Particulars. 

Seventhly, It is not the Decrees and Canons of 
general Councils, They may indeed be helps to 
us in our Faith and Practice, but cannot be our 
Rule; for they have no way to evidence they 
have Power to make Decrecs that are binding, 
(ſuppoſe ſuch a Power) but by ſome Rule alrea- 
dy given: Beſides, general Councels may err 
and have erred; yea, have contradicted one 
another in matters of Faith and Practice, as the 
Councel of Vice and Frankfort, about Adorati- : 
on of Images; and the Councel of Lateran and 
Conſtance about the Pope's Supremacy; for gene- 
ral Councels conſiſt of fallible Men, not always 
guided by the Holy Ghoſt; 

Eightly, Nor are the Decrees and Canons of 
the Church of Rome our Rule to direct us to our 
chief end. Theſe the Papiſts aſſert are the only = 
Rule to tne Laity, becauſe their Church is 5's A 
+4, | | only 
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# only Church, infallible in its Judgment, and ha- 
 ving a judicial deciſive Power in Artcles of 
F Faith and expoſition of Scripture; but this is 
** ſaid by them without any ground. This is the 
great Controverſy between the Proteſtants and 
tube Papiſts, which if thele latter once gain, we 
are to ſwallow all other Errors and Hereſies they 
- ſhall impoſe upon us, tho contrary to the Scrip- 


tw 
_ 


; | 1 ture, Senſe, and Reaſon; and we muſt practiſe 
1 = whatſoever the Roman Church ſhall enjoyn us, 
| tho never ſo horrid and wicked. | 
1 - But this is inconſiſtent with humane Nature, 
1 and is, in effect, to believe nothing; for we 
cannot conſent to any thing, but as it is accom- 
2 2 panied with an Evidence whereon it ought to 
be believed. This is to put off the Care of our 
Souls to others, and to make the Clergy Lords of 
f if our Faith: Beſides, it will appear meer madneſs 
> © 4 and Folly to give up our ſelves to the guidance 
of the Church of Rome, if we conſider how 
y 1 groundleſs the Pope's pretence to Infallibility is, 
for if our Senſes are fallible or infallible, the 
Pope is fallible ; if they be fallible, then we 
cr + cannot tell when we read or hear any Article of 
e Religion, for our Eyes and Ears may deceive us; 
ei our Senfes are infallible, then the Pope and 
— = general- Councels are fallible, for our Senſes 
tanke that for Bread and Wine after Conſecra- 
— tion, which the Church of Rome ſaith is not, 
8 Ta but is tranſubſtantiated into the Body and Blood 
= of Chriſt, * N 
f Hheſides, the Church of Rome is juſtly to be ſuſ- 
x © pected of Fraud in this pretence, for hereby 


y ber Clergy have attained to their Grandeur, 
= ; | N : 


1 * 3. * 9 © & ; 3 
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. * +44 
| 7 ; | : and 


12 The Religion of 
and poſſeſſed themſelves of the principal Re- 
venues of moſt Nations in Europe. 

Ninthly, Nor is the pretended inſpir'd Reve- 
lat ions of the Quakęrs our Rule, they, by their 
ignorant or wilful confounding the illuminating 
Work of the holy Spirit, common to all Be- 


lievers, with thoſe ſupernatural Revelations, 


peculiar to the Prophets and Apoſtles, have 
grounded their pretence to inſpired Revelations, 
whereby they equal themſelves to the Prophets 
and Apoſtles, although according to their Prin- 
ciple they are uſeleſs, if the light within be a 
ſufficient Guide. But the holy Scriptures being 
a ſufficient Guide, (as will be made to appear) 
therefore all divine Reyelations are long ſince 
ceaſed : Beſides, their pretended Revelations 
are contrary to Scripture, and one divine Reve- 
lation cannot be contrary to another, and theirs 
have contradicted one another, witneſs the Spirit 
of the Hat; and-this opens a Door to all manner 
of Deluſions, for they have nothing to prove 
theirs to be ſupernatural Revelations, but what 
the greateſt Cheat and Impoſture of the World 
may have, and we have as much reaſon to be. 
lieve the pretended Revelations of Mahomet 
and Ignatius Leyola as theirs, The Prophets 
and Apoſtles, to ſhew they were divinely in- 
ſpired, had the Teſtimony x; God for it, by his 
calling them to it as their ſpecial Office, or by 
the Signs and Mir cles they wrought for Confir- 
mation of their Revelations, none of which 

things they have. 
I hhus I have examined all the Rules (except 
the holy Bible) that have pretended to be our 
Guide to Heaven, or partly fo, and I have 2 
| | them 
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them to be either of a late original, or ſhort con- 


tinuance, or obſcure, uncertain and imperfect, 
or elſe plainly falſe Rules; by which Men have 
been wearied or bewildred in hunting for a 
Path that leads to eternal Felicity; or have been 
led thereby quite a contrary way. But the Scrip- 
tures of the Old and New Teſtament being the 
only Rule that remains hitherto nnexamined; 
and it being certain that God hath revealed to 
fallen Man, a plain infallible and perfect Rule of 
his own making, ſhewing how he may recover 
his loſt Happineſs ; and the holy Bible having 
all the Qualifications requiſite to a Rule that 
muſt guide usto our ultimate End; it unavoida- 
bly follows, that this is the Light which God 
hath hung out from Heaven to guide us in our 
way thither ; and therefore requires our firm aſ- 
ſent to the Truths therein contained ; want of 
which upon ſolid grounds, is theW orm that lies 
knawing at the root of all Religion and cauſeth 
it to wither. | 

Having ſhew'd negatively what is not our 
Rule to dugert us, how we may glorify God in 
this World, and come to the enjoyment of him 
hereafter, I ſhall ſhew affirmatively what it is, 
and aſſert, a 

It can be no other than the Mind of God 
revealed in the holy Scriptures of the Old and 
New Teſtament, acquainting us what we are to 
know, believe, and practiſe, in order to our 
ultimate End. 

To underſtand this, we are to conſider that 
the mind of God is his Thoughts and Councels 
concerning our chief End, as known only to 
himſelf; therefore before there can be any 

| Knowledge 


a 
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Knowledge of them, God muſt reveal his 
Mind to thoſe his Creatures who are rational 
and fit to receive it; this Revelation of God's 
Mind out of himſelf, is properly called The 
Word of God; for the nature of a Word is to re- 
preſent the Mind of the Speaker to others, that 
it may be known. 

I ſhall now make appear, that the holy Bi- 
ble is the only Rule given by God himſelf, and 
doth evidence it ſelf to be from him, both by 
internal and external evidence, vpon which de- 
pends its divine Authority, for which it is to 
be believed and obey'd, 

And becauſe all Perſons are not of a mind a- 
bout the way of proving the divine Authority of 
the Scriptures; I ſhall endeavour to ſhew, it 
depe ads not on the Church's Teſtimony. 

Some of the Clergy of the Church of England 
as well as the Papiſts, aſſert, that the Authority 
of the Scriptures, as to us, depends on the de- 
finition of the Church, but without any ground; 
for we cannot know the Charch but by the 
Scripture, -and therefore we muſt own the 
Scripture before we own the Church, or its 
Deciſions; all the Church's Authority is from 
the Scriptures, and how can the Derivative 
Authority add to the Primitive? The Scrp- 
ture is a Law to the Church, and how can 
that give Authority to the Law which it ſelf 
is under? Beſides, the Church hath been va- 
riable, and how can the infallible Scriptures 


- 
»* — 


But 


depend on a fallible Authority, ſuch as Man 


V 
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But if we ſhould grant the Churches Definiti- 
In to be ſo momentous to. Scripture, let us in- 
aquire what the Church hath done in this Caſe ? 
| Hath it collected the Canonical Books into a 
—bedy ? Probably Ezra collected the Books of 
he Old Teſtament into a body; and it may be 
well ſuppoſed, that St. Fob; collected the Books 
r the New Teſtament together, for he lived 
after all the reſt of the Apoſtles even to the 
me of Trajan, that by his Vigilance the Ca- 
Hon of the New Teſtament might be kept pure. 
; pts not to be done by any Act of the 
urch; we do not find it was done in the firſt, 
-*K&cond,or third Century; in the fourth Century, 
hhout the year 3 zo came the famous Councel of 
Vice, but no ſuch thing was done ia it; and 
; 5 we imagine that allthis while there was no 
*Duthority of Scripture, as according to this 
Iſlertion there was not? But to go on, after- 
Fards about the year 368. came the Councel of 
(= odicea, which in the 39 Cannon, Orders only 
ZFole Books to be read in the Church which are 
ow received in the reformed Churches, only 
ZDmitting the Revelation of St Fobr,, but after - 
ZFards anno 393, the third Council of Carthage 
its 47 Canons, reckons up as Canonical, T o- 
. . Jadeth, 2 Books of the Maccabees, and 5 
Nooks of Solomon; about the year 494. Gelaſins, 
Biſhop of Rome, with 70 Biſhops Names, the 
me Books as Canonical, only omits Nehemiah, 
# and names but one of the Aaccabees ; theſe 
particular Councels are variant, yea, repugnant 
among! themſelves; let us go to the ſixth Ge- 
=ZDeral Council 682. at Conſtantinople, which con- 


umed the Councel of Laodicea and the Councel 
4 


4 Vs 


-annexed to them, which declare them to be of 
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of Carthage, which were inconſiſtent with ach 


other, and after many Centuries comes che 1 


Councel of Florence and the Councel of Trent, 
which were rather Anti-chriſtian Conventicles © 4 
than lawful general Councels. How little ſatis. 3 m. 
faction therefore doth the bare difinition of the 
forementioned Councels give? and thus it ap- 4 
pears even hiſtorically, that the Authority of the i 
Scriptures depends not on Councels; and if it 
did, then the belief of the Scriptures to be word = 
of God, maſt depend upon humane Authority, 
which is not to be allowed. But before 1 dismiſs 
this particular, l muſt add that tho the divine Au- 
thority of the Scripture depends not on the Te- 
ſtimony of the Church, yet it is coroborated by it: 
For there is enough ſaid by the Fathers and Coun- 
cels to confirm us in the belief of the Authoricy Y Me 
of tlie Books of Scripture, Wherefore: we are Pi 
to attend to the unanimous conſent of the Wt; 
Church in all Ages, and to thank God that the | l e 
Authority of thoſe Sacred Writers hath been Wi 

atteſted. KW 

Next I will ſnew that the Scriptures have thoſe i 

Innate and ſelf evidencing Characters upon 
them; and thoſe ſeals of divine Authority 


God; we diſtinguiſh them from all Writings 3 
not divine; and this is the foundation of our 
faith. = 
Firſt, there is an impreſſion of the Soveraign 3 4 7 
Majeſty of God upon them in their Style. They 
ſpeak to us in Gods own name, as, thus ſaith the 
Lord.; hear the word of the Lord; and they re- b 
er univerſal obedience fromail Perſons what- {Wn 
dever; and allure to obedience by promiſes of | we 
eternal 


"Sternal Glory ; and threaten Diſobedience with 
he Ihe damnation of Hell. No Book under Heaven 
—_— to us with that uncontrouled Authority, in 
cs > God's own Name, as the Bible doth, ſo thatity 


is. moves Awe and Reverence in the Hearts of 
he *Moſe that obſerve it. | 

p. Secondly, The Glory of God's Omniſcience 
he ines forth in the Scriptures? for it reveals to 


#he World thoſe things which could not be 
rd Fnown by any humane Skill and Induſtry, as what 
ty, 1 is, the Creation of the Word, the order 


A 


i& 8 


a God's Decrees; and it gives Laws which 


c- Huſt, Envy and Malice, and requires that we 

: : Poe God with all the Heart; which implies - 
at he who gives ſuch Laws, is the Searcher of 

:y ie Heart, able to judge of the Obedience or 

*Diſobedience therein. 

2X; Thirdly, the Wiſdom: of God ſhines forth in 

he Scriptures; there are ſome Revelations ſo 


Profound arid miſterious, that Reaſon could never 
ve found out as the Doctrine of the Trinity, and 
ſe at in order to the ſaving of Mankind, the ſecond 
on Perſon in the ſacred Trinity, ſnould aſſume humane 
ty Nature into a conjunction with his divine Perſon, 
of that nature take the guilt of Mankind upon 


gs Imſelf, die for the World, and thereby make a 
isfaction proportionable to infinite juſtice, and 
= Wereby prepare a way for God to ſave Mankind 
zu * honour to all his glorious Attributes; nor 

pould Ven or Angels have found out ſuch terms 
}; f Salvation, as Faith, Repentance, and ſincere 
e- Obedience, whereby Man is brought to do the 
t- moſt he can ina way ſuitable. to his Being as a 
of ee Agent; and yet do depend on the Holy 

| C | Spirit 
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Spirit for divine Affiſtance z by whoſe aid he is 
enabled to perform the Conditions of the new 
Covenant, which makes the Reward not to be of 
Debt buc of Grace; Nor could the wit of Men ot 
Angels have compoſed ſuch a com̃pleat abſtract | 
of Holineſs and Righteouſneſs for the Rule o 
our Duty, as the ten Commandments, nor ſuch "$8 

a _ compleat, excellent and accurate method 
of thoſe things we are to pray for, as in the 
Lord's Prayer, for there is nothing needful for = 
God's Glory and Man's Happineſs, but it is 
there to be found. 1 
Fourchly, the Holineſs of God a ppears in the 3 
Scriptures, for the mate A them is wholly di- 
vine; never any Dodrive taught Men to livre 
10 dutifully to God, 1o — to them- 
ſelves, and ſo vſefuly to one another as the ho- 
ly Bible doth. It allows not the leaſt Sin, but 

- forbids it in the very Thoughts, and-impartially 
- . - Cenounceih the Judgments of God againſt al! 
Sinners; it acquaints us with the belt way of RR. 
living, the nobleſt Principles of ſuffering, and 
the comfortableſt way of dying; fo that an exact 
Scripture Life hath as much of Heaven in it, as 
can well be upon Earth. Plato and Ariſtotle 
meyer arrived at ſuch notions of Purity as the 
16-28 Scripture makes known. 1 
| Fiſthly, There is an impreſs of the Goodneſ; Wo 
and Love of God on the Scripture, for therein 
is a full diſcovery, bow all the wants of degene- 8 
rate Mankind may be ſupplied, far beyond what 
the World beſides dot h afford; it teac heth us to 
know Got aright, and wherein the cluefeſt goo 
doth conſiſt, - which all Mankind in all Age: 
have * ar, but could never find; it ac- 
* „ Juanes [> 


— ( 5 
. : 


E 


7 Ihe Relgion of © 19 
Auaints us with our Sin and Miſery by Nature, 
and reveals to us the means of our deliverance, 
and how we may ſerve God acceptably and be 
ſaved eternally. 7 


FH 
* 
4 

a 


| Sixthly, The Scriptures evidence the Powe 
God, 1. Rom. 16. for altho the Religion con- 
Stained in them, is directly oppoſite to the corrupt 
intereſt of humane nature, perioding the Jews 
Religion, and ſubverting all other Religions in the 
World; and tho it was oppoſed by Tyrants with 
the Sword, and by the whole World with 
= Scorn, Malice and Contempt, who ſet all their 
Wit and Power at work to extirpate it out of the 
World; yet by its own innate Excellency, 
without humane Wiſdom, oratory, or external 
Force, by the preaching of a few contemptible 
Nen, it fo conquered the World, that within 
the ſpace of about thirty years, it ſpread it ſelf 
through moſt parts of the then known World; 
and cauſed Perſons of all Ranks in all Places 
where it came, ſo to fall down before its divine 
Authority, as to renounce all that was dear to 
them in the World, and undergo whatſoever is 
== deſtructive to humane Nature, for a crucified 
Saviour, which is ſuch a Power that the greateſt 


Al other Religions have grown up under the 
„ = ſhadow of humane Power and Authority, and 
in have decayed when ſuch props have. been re- 
e- I 9 moved. | 
1t F ZSeventhly, The Scripturestends wholly to ad- 
0 4 vance the Glory of God, and to debaſe Man; not 
d. ſparing to diſparage thoſe very Perſons, whoſe 
es x Pens were employed in it, by blazoning their 


Infirmities; it teacheth ſuch a way of Salvation, 
933 "Ik a. 


"4 


Angel in Heaven ſhould in vain hope to parrallel. - | | 


ted before) that the Morals of Confutius were 
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as cuts off all manner of boaſting in Man; and 


exalts the free Grace of God alone. All falſe 1 ; 


Religions teach Salvation by the merit of Mens 


Wo: ks, but the Scriptures by the merit of Chriſt 


and ſanctification of the Holy Spirit. Thus we 3 7 


ſee how the Scriptures evidence themſelves to 


be from God, by internal light, 


I might alſo ſhew how the Scriptures evi. 
dence themſelves to be a divine Revelation, by 
the Seals of divine Authority annexed to them, 
namely, Prophſics, which foretold of things and 
Perſons long before they came to paſs, and were 
not doubtful as the Oracles of the Heathen, but 


ſuch as expreſſed Things and Perſons by their RF. 


Names, and had an exact Accompliſhment as 


they were foretold ; alſo by the Miracles which 


were wrovght by Moſes and the Prophets, and 3 N 
by Chriſt and his Apoſtles, to confirm the Do 


ctrine they delivered whether by Word or Wri- 


ting; and theſe Miracles were ſo many, ſo emin- 


ent, jo viſible, and laſted ſo long, and the relation Fa 


of them conveyed down to us by ſuch a certain 
conveyance, that the greateſt Adverſaries the 


_ Chriſtians ever had, have not had the impudence 


to gain-ſay them. | 


Let notwithſtanding many of the Clergy in 


the Church of England, Seem to have but mean 1 


Thoughts of the Holy Scriptures; and he that 


ſhall aſſert they evidence themſelves to be divine 


by the impreſſion of the divine Attributes upon 


them, is apt to be ſcoff'd at by them; and Dr 
Parker aſſerted the Alcoran had as good a feli- 
_evid 


Peet was divine as the Scriptures. 
One proclaimed in the Pulpit (as I have no- 


4 


* 
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a full declaration of our uty; nd theſe being 
printed in Engliſh, the Author of the Preface aſ- 
EX ſerted the ſame, and yet had an Inprimatur. 

Some give natural Reaſon an aſcendant over 
= revealed Religion, and will not believe any thing 


3% revealed in the Scripture, any further than they 
vr 


i* _ 
7 


can comprehend it by Reaſon; which is to ſup- 
poſe finite can comprehend infinite; and there- 
by overthrow all divine Faith and the higheſt 
=X Reaſon, it being moſt reaſonable to believe a 
thing on the Authority of God's revealing it. 
Dr Tillotſon Ser. 2. on Rom. 1. 18, 19. aſſerts, 
that, The natural [Knowledge which Men have of 
= God, is the ſureſt and ſafeſt hold that Religion 
X hath on humane Nature. 

Others aſſert, there is probable Reaſon to be- 
lieve that what Moſes and the Evangeliſts wrote, 
they did it without the immediate dictate ofthe 


4 holy spirit, altho the Apoſtle declares 2. Tim. 
„ . 16. That all Scripture is given by Inſpiration of 
ji. God, &c. 


Some tell us that there are many Faults and 
Diſorders in the Scriptures, yea, real Repug- 
nances in many parts of it, that are weighty and 
material: And thus they endeavour to overthrow 
She divine Authority of the Scriptures , but I 
have fully proved they evidence themſelves to 
e of God. 1 
=X Secondly, I ſhould now ſhew that the Scrip- 
ar tures have that other Property of a Rule that 
muſt guide us to our chief End, namely, that it 
is a perfect Rule; for it reveals to all Perſons, in 
all States and Conditions, what ſoever they are 
f. to know, believe and practiſe, in order to God's, 
Glory and their eternal Felicity ; and this Perfe- 
n ction 


be regulated; and whatſoever is neceſſary to be 


22 ny of the C 178 = | 
&ion of the $ "Ft hath ſtood the trial forme 
thouſands of years, challenging the wit and malice 
ofall its Enemies to ſhe wherein it is defective, 
which they have not been able to prove in an 
one particular. It doth not indeed determine all 
rticular Circumſtances about the Government 
of the Church, and Worſhip of God common to 4 
humane Adios; but it determines all Kinds of 9 
2 


vo <Y + 
0 5 * 0 * 


Actions, and gives general Rules, whereby all 
particular Actions and their Circumſtances, by 7 g 


the light of nature, and Chriſtian Prudence, may 


done or believed, if it be not expreſly fer down I 
in Scripture, yet by neceſſary conſequence may 
be deduced from Scripture. 8 
And this is evident not only by Scripture, 8 
which aſſerts its own perfection, but alſo by 
Reaſon, for God who for his Wiſdom, is able, 


and for his Love to his Church, is willing, to give BF 


them a perfect Rule, would not fail them there- 
in; therefore if an Angel from Heaven bring any 4 
other Doctrine than what is contained therein, 
we muſt hold him accurſed, _ 
Yet ſome of the Clergy make it an imperfect | = 
Rule, and tell us, the Old Teſtament contains 
only Temporal Promiſes, contrary to 12. Dan. 2. 
19. Job. 24.25. 16. Pſal. 10. 11. 16. Pſal. 11. 
and the 9th Article of the Ch. of Eng. | "i 
Others tell us, there is zo Exhortation in al 
the New Teſtament to Chriſtians to believe in 4 
Chriſt, altho it be a duty neceſſary to Salvation. 1 
Our bleſſed Saviour commands his Diſciples to 9 | 
believe in him, 14. John 1. I. John 3. 23. and 4 
this is written to thoſe that were the Sons of 


Cod, 2. ver. and the Apoſtle includes himſelf iſ 


in! 8 
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nn the number of choſe ro whom this RO 
ment was given; beſides, it appears to be a duty 
belonging to the beſt Chriſtians, becauſe they 
are to renew freſh Acts of Faith on Chriſt for 
* pardon of renewed Treſpaſſes. 
XZ Some aſlert that the obſervation of the Lord's 
day as holy, hath no foundation in Scripture, 
and is meerly a humane inſtitution: And thus 
= they make the Goſpel an imperfect Rule, by 
not commanding neceſſary Duties. It is acknow- 
7 ledged it is not commanded iu ſo many expreſs 
Words, yet it is inferred by neceſſary conſe- 
quence; the obſerving one day in ſeven holy, 
is by vertue of the fourth Command, and is of 
Y perpetual obligation to all Perſons to the end of 
the World by virtue of that Command ; for it 
was given by God's immediate Voice, written 
by his Finger in the Tables of Stone, to ſignify 
the continuance of it; reſerved in the Ark with 
the other Moral Laws, which were ſeparated 
by God from the Ceremonial, and called by God, 
The Ten Commandments, Whereas if this did not 
XX oblige us, there would be but we. And as by 
XX vertue of this Precept, the ſeventh day from 
the Creation was to be kept holy till the Reſur- 


rection of Chriſt; ſo when that day is diſmiſ- 
4 1 ſed by divine Authority, and the firſt day of 
e the Week appointed for the Sabbath, that alſo 
9 is to be kept holy by forte of this Command ; 
„ and hence in the faurth Command it is ſald, Re- 
= member the Sabbath Day to keep it holy, it is not 


Y 
C4 his 


0. aid the ſeventh, but the Sabbath Day; and ſo 
by requires, that whatſoever day God appoints to 
3 vi be kept holy, be ſanctified by -vs; and Jeſus 
+8 Chriſt, who is Gad as well as Man, having b 
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his Authority changed it from the laſt to the i 
firſt day of the Week, it is to be kept holy by x 


vertue of the fourth Command. 


And that Chriſt did actually ſo change it, ap- 
Ears by his Reſurrection on that day, which is 
both a ground for the changing of it, and an 
Argument of its actual change: Beſides, the 
firſt day of the Week is emphatically called, the 
Lord s- day. 1 Rev. 10. and Chriſt ſeems to conſe- 
crate it, by his frequent Apparitions on that day ; 
and we find not, that he appeared after his Reſur- F 
xection on the laſt day of the Week; and the 
day of Penticoſt, when he poured ont of his 
Spirit, was upon that day: And the practice of 
the Apoſtles, who went not beyond their Com- 
miſſion in what they taught and practiſed, ſhews 
it was actually changed; for they did religionſly i 
obſerve it for ſolemn Worſhip; and did not let 
paſs one firſt day of the Week after Chriſt's Re- 
ſurrection, without obſerving it holy. 20. Fohn 
19. and ver. 26. it is recorded they did obſerve 
the firſt day of the ſecond Week after his Reſur- 
rection; ſo alſo when the day of Penticoſt was 


come, which was the firſt day, they were all with 
one accord in one Place, 2. Ads 1. and the fame 
practice of convening together to keep a holy 
Reſt, was continued in the following years. 20. 


Act, 7. Beſides, the weekly Collection for the 
Poor is expreſly enjoyned on that day. 1. (or. 16. 
1. for which no good reaſon can be given, but 
that their aſſembling together for ſolemn Wor- 
"ſhip was upon that day. And the Primitive RF 
Chriſtians generally obſerving it, ſhews it was 


the Apoſtles Doctrine, for altho they preached 
the Goſpel on the laſt day of the Week 3 
he | 1 5 ews 
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many of the Clergy, &c- 25 


Vun becauſe then multitudes of them met to- 
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|; gether, whereby they had an opportunity of con- 


verting many to the Faith; yet when they aſ- 


ſembled amongſt themſelves for ſolemn Worſbip, 


it was ſtill upon the fr/# day f the week : And 
this hath been the conſtant practi 


Fever ſince in all Ages. 


lt is evident therefore the obſervation of our 
Chriſtian Sabbath is not a humane, but a divine 


inſtitution ; by the Obſervation of which as a 


boly Reſt, Chriſtians are diſtinguiſh'd from all 


pother Profeſſions, and known publickly to belong 
to the Church of Chriſt ; and the due keeping 
of it holy, hath been a great means of preſerving 


Religion, and the Worſhip of the holy, glorious, 


and bleſſed Trinity in the World; and the deny- 
ing its Morality by Laud and his Party, may be 


the reaſon that King Charles the Firſt, iſſued 
out a Declaration for Sports and Paſtimes upon 
that day, and commanded it to be read in all 


4 


2 


cCälaration. 
2 Thirdly, the Scriptures are a certain infallible 
Rule, becauſe a written Rule, which is a certain 
and permanent way of preſerving and propaga- 
ting the Truth to many Generations. The Pen- 
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Churches; and thoſe Miniſters which would not 
read ĩt were turn'd out of their Livings : And this 
vas the occaſion the of erecting a Play- houſe at 
irhitehall, and Stage Plays being acted there upon 
= theLordsday; by which means a flood of Propha- 
=X nefruſhed upon the Nation, which was follow'd 
by bloody Civil Wars, and the ruin of the Royal 
Family for many years; and ics obſervable, King 
Charles the Firſt did never thrive after that De- 


men in writing the Scriptures, were under the 
| ſpecial 


ce of the Church 


* . „ 


Rule, in all things neceſſary to be known, be. || 
_ lieved and practiſed, in order to God's Glory 
and our eternal Salvation. 4 


many of the lanes, &c. q 
gia e of the Holy Ghoſt; and the Perſons 
wrote the Scriptures were of acknowledged 
Integrity and Sanctity; and therefore we can- 
not imagine they ſhould abuſe the World, when . 
as they could not reap thereby any Earthly or © 
Heavenly Advantage to themſelves, but on the 
contrary, expoſed themſelves to all ſorts of 
Trouble. 1 | 
And as the Pen-men of the Ccriptures were 
guided by the Holy Gholt in what they wrote, 4% 0 
ſo the Scriptures are ſtill preſery'd in the Copies BY p 11 
of the Originals which are yet extant, God 7 Ny 
bis Providences making good his Promiſes 5 
«Ha. 18. notwithitanding no Writings a RK 
been ſo oppoſed, by reaſon of the deadly hatred h , 
the Devil and wicked Men bare againſt them, 1 = 
who have endeavoured their extirpation out of 
the World, eſpecially Aitiochus Epiphanes under 2 
the Old Teſtament, and the Emperor Diocleſian 1 


8 ————c , e 


under the New; and of late, the Papiſts and 9 


Quabers; the former ſetting up the Pope in op- 
poſition thereunto; the latter the light within LU H 
them; and alſo ſome of the Church of England, it ; 
who alert, there are many Faults and Diſorders, 

yea, real Repugnances i in many parts of it, that 
are material and. weighty ; and ſo make it a 
fallible uncertain Rule. . 
Fourthly, the holy Bible is a plain and ea, 


The knowledge of which may be attained by 
ordinary means (by the aſſiſtance of the Spirit) 
in ſuch a meaſure as is ſufficient to beget and en- 4 
_ Foals in our Souls, all thoſe Graces that arc 
ile. 


= 3 Religion of 27 
equine to bring us tothe enjoyment of God, 
ed and this is evident by Scripture. 30 Demt. 10, 11. 
m- 19. P. 105.8. Fre. 9. 2 Pet. 1. 19. Reaſon 


* Alſo evinceth this Truth, for God being the Au- 


— 


thor of the Scriptures, they mult neceſlarily be 


he Flear in all neceſſary Points, for if he did ſpeak 


of 4 arkly in things neceſſary to be known, it is ei- 

ner becauſe he could not, or would not ſpeak 
Ic ptherwiſe; to affirm the former is direct Blaſ- 
te, phemy; to aſſert the latter, reflects upon the 
Tove and Goodneſs of God to Mankind; and 
by therefore the wonderful Miſteries in the Word, 
which we cannot comprehend by our reaſon, are 
V2 therein F revealed; and the Revelation 
ed declare 


in ſuch go ries as are obvious to 


1 F he underſtanding of the unlearned. God is a 
4 good God, and therefore ſeeing the light of 
* Nature, by the fall, burns very dimly in our 


Hearts; he hath plainly revealed to us in his 
word, the way to Heaven. 


PF lt 1sgranted, all Truths in Scripture belong- 
12 2 ing to the ſaving knowledge of God, are dark 
'; X and obſcure to Perſons that have vehement and 
corrupt Inclinatious to ſuch ways as ſuit their 
ar fieſhly Appetite, or that come to the reading and 
4 Xx ſtudying of them in their own ſtrength ; there 

are alſo Allegories, Parables, Propheſies, Ge- 
nealogies, and Computatians of Times, hard to 


be interpreted, that we may know the under- 
%% ſtanding of God's Word, is a Gift which we 
2X mult beg of him in Prayer; and that we may 
the more Eſteem of the Miniſtry God hath fet 
in the Church, to unfold obſcure Places, as well 
as to apply plain Texts; but yet all neceſſary 
Truths contained in Allegories, Parables, Pro- 
pheies 


1 
| 
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28 | The Religion of —_— 
pheſies, and Alluſions, are in ſome other Places 
plainly declared; and there is no danger of fin- 
ful corrupting the Word in the interpreting of 
22 if we do but attend to the Analogy of RR 
Faith. 2 | . 

But ſome Clergy men will hardly allow a Quo- 
tation out of the Apoſtle Paul's Epiſtles, to be a 
ſuf ficient ground, to prove anArticle of Religion 

by; becauſe the Apoſtle Peter ſaith, there are 
therein ſome things hard to be underſtood, Which 
Text the Papiſts plead for debarring private 
Chriſtians irom reading of the Scriptures, and Rx 
Dr. Blakall, at a Commencement Sermon at 
Cambridge 1700, quotes it tor denying the A. 
poſtles Doctrine of Juſtification by Faith alone ; 
and therefore ſaith we are to interpret the Apo- 
ſtle Paul by the Apoſtle James, altho he neither 
ſpeaks of theſame Act of Faith, nor ofJuſtification 
in the fame ſenſe, and fully handles the Do- 
ctrine of Juſtification by Faith alone, both do- 
Ctrinally and controverſally, and therefore that 
Doctrine is chiefly to be learnt from thence. It 
it granted there are ſome Doctrines in his 
Epiſtles hard to be underſtood by thoſe who 
take no pains to ſearch into them, as the Do- 
Qrine of Election and Reprobation; and we may 
upon the fame ground as well deny theſe and 
many of the chief Articles of the Chriſtian Re- 
Iigion which are therein revealed ; as the 
Doctrine of Juſtification by Faith without 
Works, and ſo make uſeleſs a great part of 
the New Teſtament. 

And thus we have ſeen what undervaluing 
Thoughts many of the Clergy in the Church 
of England have of the holy Bible; althovgh 

| "ITY 
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many of the Clergy, &c. 29 
I have made appear it hath all thoſe Proper- 
ties that are requſite to a Rule which-muſt guide 
us to our ultimate End; and that it is the only 
"Mule given us to that end, and can therefore 


3 
d 


a be as ill ſpared as the Sun out of the Firmament, 
and ought highly to be reverenced, eſteemed, 
© and read, and ſearched into by us, according to 
1 Four Saviours Command, and the Example of 
e the Bereans for which they are commended. 
d And this appears to be our Duty, if we conſider 
c thc Matter contained in them; they reveal to 


AM 
* 


Jus wherein our Happineſs does conſiſt, and 
how ſuch Apoſtate Creatures and Enemies to 
Hod, may be reconciled to him, and be eter- 
nally bleſſed, how we may regulate our Lives 
according to his Will, and what our Con- 
dition ſhall be at the day of Judgment, for 
J according to the Scripture we ſhal! then be 
judged. God now makes an offer of Par- 
don and eternal Life upon condition we hear- 
& tily repent of all our Sins, believe in Chriſt, 
and live not in the conſtant practiſe of any 
known Sin, or omiſſion of any known Duty; 
if we comply with theſe Terms, we ſhall 
= be judged to inherit eternal Life, if nor, 
we ſhall be judged to eternal Miſery, 1. 
Cor. 6. 9. let us therefore now confider 
whether the Word will plead for us or againſt 
us: It is fad if it ſay nothing but evil againſt 
Jus, but if it plead for us, how comfortable it 
will be ? 

Beſides, it appears to be the duty of all 
adult Perſons to read and ſtudy the Scrip- 
tures from the danger of neglecting it; for 
there are Teachers which preach —_— 

o- 
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30 many of the Clergy, &c. # 
Doctrines, and if we believe what they teach 
us, ſhall periſh eternally; for as our Saviour 
faith, F the Blind lead the Blind, both ſhall fall i. 
into the Ditch. And yet Biſhop Brambal, who 
was an Oracle to ſome of the Clergy, com- 
lains of the promiſcuous Licence of nnqua- ap 
ified Perſons to read the Scriptures, and chat % 
it is more pernicious than the over. rigorous 
Reſtraint of the Romaniſts L 


| Ltho God be incomprehenſible as he i 
in himſelf, yet the Holy-Ghoſt, conde- 
ſcending to the weakneſs of our Capacity, 
hath repreſented the glorious Eſſence of God to 
us by ſeveral Attributes, afrer an humane man. 
ner, by which we may he helped to underſtand s 
ſo much of his nature, as to diſcern him from D 
all other Beings ; and to be ſufficient to bring e 
us to the enjoyment of him in Glory; in whici 
State we ſhall know ſo much of him as will: 
make us perfectly happy. 1 . 

All the Attributes of God, and whatſoever Wl 
notes of his Glory, are ſcattered up and dow: e 
the Scripture, are comprehended in that pro- 
per Name God gives himſelf. 3. Exo, 13. 
I am, from which are derived the Names oi Tr 
{ab and Fehovab, ſignifying being or perfection FG 
it ſelf; and is a Name ſo full of divine Majeſty, Wn 
that the Jews hold it a Sin to pronounce it; WW un 
but then why is it not a Sin to write it? 1 al 

FI | ; by bathe . : 
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1 he divine Attributes included in the fore- 
$ % ding Name of God, are reducible to two; 
: . his Greatneſs and his Goodneſs; under 
e Title of Greatneſs, are incinded all his 
ommunicable perfections; under the Name 
"W Goodneſs, all his communicable Attributes, 
s called, becauſe there are ſome Thaddows of 
; em in Angels and Men, and therefore may 
Ne applied to them. 
From theſe Attributes of God, may be given 
ch a definition of him, as may ſeparate trom 
im whatſoever is imperfect, and aſcribe to 
im whatſoever is excellent; but yet when 
e. aſcend the higheſt we can, it is impoſſible 
ee ſhould have a conception of him fully ſuita- 
le to his nature; but yet we mult not content 
Pur ſelves with a mean and low notion of him, 
1 For this would be our Sin; ; but when we aſcend 
; The higheſt we can in our Conceptions of God, 
ho we {all ſhort of a full Comprehenſion, this 
not our Sin but our Weakneſs ; for it it were 
Pur Sin, there would not an Angel in Heaven 
ing e without Sin. 
ich 1 ſhall there ore endeavour to give ſuch a de- 
vil A Hnition of God, as I conceive comes neareſt to 
9 is Nature, whereby we may diſcern him from 
Al other A whatſoever: Which is as fol- 


ver! 


wll 4 *h OWS. 

ro- * 1 
13. God is that One Spiritual Eſſence, who is 
l mmenſe, Eternal and Unchangable in his 


ion 
ty, 
It; 


Th 


Coodneßs, Knowledge, Wiſdom, Will, Holi- 
nels, Love, Juſtice, Power, and- Soverai nity; 
in and Qt himſelf, elf. ſufcient, all- ſufficient, 
and d therefore perteAty b bleſſed for ever, Thi 
" Wi is 


) 
' 


—— 0 - 
— — — . N 
— x 7 Ä— ́ , ,  CCC—_— OO TU >” CAC CoOmCRSNEDLEIA IE TT CSS 
= * 
A = 
* 
= 
- 
- 


— _—__— AA . , ⏑ N 
- a 92 — —— 
re - 
— 


| BS 
—— —— — 


22 (ue Religion 

This definition ſhews what God is, namely, 
a Spirit, which is the higheſt term of Excellency 
we can exprefs him by: A Spirit is a living, 
intelligent, incorporeal, invisible, indiviſible, 


incorruptibie and active Subſtance that acts it 
ſelf and other things, and therefore fitteſt to re- 


preſent God by, to our narrow Conceptions. 
But yet we muſt apprehend God above any 
created Spirit; for he is a Spirit without 
parts, great without quantity, every where 
preſent without place, powerful without mem- 
bers, underſtanding without ignorance, wiſe 
without reaſoning, light without darkneſs, 
infinitely exceeding the beauty of all Creatures: 
And therefore it is ſaid, he is a Spiritual Being, 


immenſe, eternal and unchangeble, whom we 


are hambly to adore. 


The other parts of the definition, ſhew how 
great and how good God is; and it is of great 
Concernment to us, to have right Apprehenſions 

of the Nature of God; for every falſe Ap- 


prehenſion of God, is the ſetting up a ſtrange 
God in our Hearts, and is one of the worſt of 
Sins. hc 


England teach many falſe and blaſphemous no- 
tions of God. | 

A preſent Biſhop, in his Book, called, Ad- 
vice to a Friend, and Dr Sherlock, in his, call'd 
The Knowledge of Chriſt, aſſerts, That God 
tried various ways to reduce our Defires to a 
good agreement again, to the dictates of our 
Underſtandings, but without ſucceſs, and thoſe 
former ways not ſucceeding, God did manifeſt 
himſelf in our Fleſh, by his Example to ny 
5 rule 


And yet many of the Clergy of the Church of 
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rule our Paſſions, and by the Promiſes of eter- 
nal Life to inſpire our Souls with Courage. 

But this derogates from the Wiſdom of God, to 
ſay, he attempted this way and that way, and did 
not pitch upon the right way at ſirſt, and it makes 
him weak as we poor Mortals, to ſay by thoſe 
ways he could not overcome our ſenſual Deſires, 
and fo we loſe the firſt Article of our Creed, 7 
believe in God the Father Almighty. 
The forementioned Dean alſo, who is an 
Oracle to many of the inferior Clergy, denyeth 
the juſtice of God td be natural to him, altho it 
be one of his eſſential Attributes, and he can na 
more ceaſe to be juſt, than ceaſe to be God; 
and thetefore cannot pardon Sin without ſatiſ- 
faction to his Juſtice : If he could, ſurely Chrift, 
his only begotten Son, had never been made a 
Curle 15 us: God's Holineſs includes a will to 
puniſh Sin. 

This Writer moſt blaſphemouſly ſcoffs at the 
Juſtice of God, and terms it cruel and ſavage, - 


that will not pardon Sin, till he hath glutted his 


Revenge on it, in the death of Chriſt, and 
then he is all Love and Patience, or as we us'd to 
fay, The Devil is good when he it well pleaſed. 
But what Chriſtian can hear this withont hor- 
ror? And hence it is, he faith the fears of ſin- 
fal Men of God's Juſtice are the workings of a 
heated fancy. | | | 

He jeers alſo at the Wiſdom of God, in par- 
doning Sinners upon account of Chriſt's ſatiſ- 
faction, as if there were no other way to effect 
it: But tho there were not, yet it was ſuch Wiſ⸗ 
dom tofind out this way, that it was beyond 


Hig Widom of Men or Angels to diſcover it, 
bp But 


34 many of the Clergy, &c. 
ll But Arminianiſme being the modiſh Religion, 
| we may obſerve that the generality of the pre. 
| ſent Clergy. hold, that the impuliive cauſe of 
| God's electing Perſons to eternal Life, is his 
foreſight of Men's Faith, Holineſs and Perſe. 
verance therein, ariſing from their own free- 
=l wills, not determined by ſpecial efficacious 
il Grace; and that all Perſons where the Goſpel 
comes, have that Grace preſent with them, | 
whereby they are able to turn to God, and if 
they will they can refuſe ; and that they who 
make a right uſe of this Grace and turn to God 
ate elected; and they who do not, are not elect- 
ed. : 
But this is contraryto the 10.and 17. Art. 
| of the Ch. of Eng. and to the holy Scriptures, 
F and is a blaſphemous Doctrine, for, 6 
_ Firſt, It makes Election to be of Qualities on. 
| ly, and not of Perſons; but Election is Perſonal, i 
| g. Rom. 13. hence we read of Names written i: 
| Heaven, 10. Luke, 20, and the Book wherein 
theſe Names are written, is called, The Book of 
| Life, and there can be no clearer deſignment 
w_ of Perſons than by their Names; and hence 
| are ſaid to be a Remnant according to the Election 
8 of Grace: Now What Remnant can there be, 
unleſs made up of individual Perſons, and if it 
be not, there 1s no chuſing at all. 

Secondly, They make the Will of God to bc 
mutable, and Election to be ſomething or no- 
thing, as the fickle Mind of Man determines 
it ſelf; but with God there is no variableneſs 0! 

| ſhadow of change: 


Thirdly, 
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Thirdly, This denies God to be the ſupream 
inde pendant Cauſe in the nobleſt of his Works, 
by conſtituting an eternal independant Goodneſs 
in the Wills of Men, pre- exiſtent to the Will of 
God; and fo this contounds the order of Cauſes, 
and makes God's Will'to depend on Man's Will. 
Fourthly, They deny the Purpoſe of God to 
be before the Foundations of the World, and to 
be made in time, contrary to the Apoſtle's ex- 
preſs Words. According to their Doctrine, no 
Man is elected till he believe; nay, not till the 
laſt inſtant of Perſeverance when he ceaſeth to 
believe. | 
Fifthiy, They debaſe the Power of God, and 
change his Omnipotence into Weakneſs, for if 
they will not, all the Power of Grace cannot 
change them. | 
Sixthly, They deny the Decrees of God to be 
ellicacious and powerful Decrees ; for that can 
be no cauſe of eternal Life, which comes not in- 
to conſideration, till a Man hath run his Race in 
Godlinels. 
Seventhly, They change the Truth of God in- 
to a Lie. God hath promiſed to take away 
the Stony Heart, and give a Rearr of Fleſh, bur 
this he cannot do, unleſs the Will of Man yield 
of it ſelf, and ſo he cannot make good his gra- 
cions Promiſes unleſs Man pleaſeth. 
| _ Eighthly, They blaſpheme the freeneſs of 
God's Grace, in ſhewing Mercy on whom he 
will ew Mercy; for according to their Doctrine 
God elects only thoſe that make themſelves ho- 
Iy, when as his love is all from himſelf, loving 
er ſons in their Deformity with a love of. good 
Win, becauſe he hath a Power and Purpoſe to 
ok D 2 make 
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make them holy and lovely, and then loves them 
with a love of Delight, 

Ninthly, they blaſpheme the Wiſdom of God, 
by aſcribing to him a wrong end in Election, 


namely, to exalt Pride in Man, and debaſe his 


own Glory; for according to their frame of 
Election, Perſons may boaſt it was their own 
free Wills, that made the difference between 
them and others, by embracing that very Grace 
which others rejected, and upon which depends 
the decree of Election, and therefore being con- 


trary to the Analogy of Faith, it 1s certainly 4 


falſe Doctrine. 


Tenthly. They blaſpheme the Omniſcience of ; 


God ; for how can he foreſee things that are not 


certain to be? It is a contradiction that things 


which are not certain to be, ſhould be, and cer- 
tainly foreſeen; God foreſces things becauſe he 


hath decreed their Being, and fo gives a futuri- 1 


tion to them. 

Eleventhly, They blaſpheme the love of 
God, and call it a fond Love, if it be not e- 
qually concerned for the Happineſs of all Men, 
ſeeing he can have no Temptation to partiality. 
It is granted God doth manifeſt his Love to all 
his Creatures in ſome degree, but yet he doth 
not neceſſarily communicate it to all alike, as 
the Sun doth light, for then he were not a free 
Agent; but he communicates his Goodneſs in 
greater degrees to ſome than to others; accord- 
ing to his good Pleaſure: He loved his People 
Iſrael with a ſpecial Love more than other Na- 
tions; and us that enjoy the Goſpel more than 
Heat hens; and thoſe that are choſen to eternal 
Life more than thoſe that periſh, as is evident 


by 


| many of the Cleroy, &c. + 
u. John yo. 5. Eph. 26. 2. Tit. 14 10. John. | 


"4 I6, 

1 I weifchly, They deſpoil God of his Wor- 
Whip, in two great parts of it, namely, Prayer 
Ind Praiſe for his greateſt Bleſſings, Firſt, Pray- 
r, for it is a mocking of God to pray to him, 
Wo create in us a new Heart, when we reckon it 
in our own Power to do it. Secondly, Praiſe, 
Wor if we are converted the praile is due to our 
Welves, becauſe it was of our own free Wills that 
e did turn to God. 

Thus we have ſeen the horrid Conſequences 
hich do attend the Popiſb and Arminian Doctrine 


ly f Election, on account of foreſeen Faith, Holi- 

eſs and Perſeverance, ariſing from our own 
of free Wills, invented to torture Men's Conſci- 
ot MeEnces, and exalt Pride in Man; when as the Do- 
vs trine of God's electing particular Perſons to 
r. Fternal Life of his free Grace, and paſſing by of 


thers, is agreeable to the current of the Serip- 
Fures, denies not the true liberty of our Wills, 
akes Precepts, Promiſes and Threatnings 
peedful, excites to a dilligent uſe of the meansſof 
race for obtaining eternal Life; and is ſuitable 
o thoſe right notions we ought to have, of the 
Holineſs, Juſtice, Mercy, Truth and Sincerity 
di God.] 

For God wills not the death of a Sinner, but 
that he turn and live; and if Perſons will re- 


as re: 
ee ent and believe in Chriſt, they ſhall be par- 
in Moned and ſaved; and although they have not 
dq. power of themſelves ſo to do, yet if they dili- 


gently put forth that natural ſtrength which they 
have in the due uſe cf the means of Grace, 
and pray feryently for the influencss of the holy 
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Spirit to renew them, and incline and enable 
them to repent and believe, and ſincerely obey Wl 
all the Commands of God, they may expect WM 
God will grant their Requeſts, for it is his Pro- 
miſe, 11. Luke 13. But Reprobates quenching W 
the motions of the holy Spirit, by not kindly bs 
entertaining and obeying of them, but the Sus-F. 
geſtions of Satan; and neglecting the means of 
Salvation, or uſing them in a carelefs heartlel 
manner, and perſiſting willfally in Rebellion a- 1 
ainſt God; it is their own Fault that they are noi 
Fndtified and ſaved , and thereſore it derogatc: Wc. 
nothing from the Goodneſs of God that they pe-. an 
riſh , for his Nature doth not require that he ſhould Wc. 
make all Men happy againſt their Wills; for then , 
| he ſhould not only TanRify and ſave all Mankind WF.” 
but alſo the very Devils; but being a free Agent, 
he diſpenſes his Gifts in ſuch Meaſures, as are i th 
greeable to the free Determinations of his Will, WM ;.1 
guided by his Wiſdom, and regulated by the 
Holineſs of his Nature, 9 Rom. 19. As for thei 
Elect, becauſe they cannot of themſelves per- 
form the Terms of the new Covenant; therefor: 
God decreed, and Chriſt purchaſed eternal Lit 
for them, and in order to it, an Abi ity to re 
pent and believe. The holy Spirit works in then 
that Grace whereby they ſhall certainly do {of 
and be eternaily ſaved : And thus God the Father, 
Son and Holy Ghoſt as they are one, ſo they 2 
gree in one, and cannot do otherways ; and 
therefore there can be but one Object of the FA 
ther's Decrecs, the Son's Redemption, and thej 
Holy Spirit's Sanctification ; and it being evi. 
dent the Holy Ghoſt doth not ſanctify all, it 
undeniably fonows that the Father did not elect all 
15 5 throng! 
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Whcough Sanctification, nor the Son dye to 
purchaſe Life and Holineſs for all; but only a 
Wpcculiar People, according to the good Pleaſure of 


re. mil, to the Gl ry of bis Grace. 9. Rom. 15. 17 
ine! yt. C 2 Eng. | 

%% 1t is therefore a wonderful thing that the 
w_ generality of the Clergy in the Church of Eng- 
, who have ſubſcrib'd to the Articles and 
leg Fomilies of the ſaid Church, (ex anino) that 


they are agreeable to the Scriptures, preach di- 

bl, rectly contrary thereunto; and alſo affirm that 
WArminiaiſme is agreeable to the Doctrine of the 
ſaid Church, when as nothing is more contrary z 
% and King James the Firſt, who they cry up for a 
ſecond Solomon, in his Declaration againſt Wor- 
ius, and in his Letter to the States of Holland, 
6. OX. 1611. ſaith, the Arminian Doctrine is 
Ja wicked Doctrine and blaſphemous Hereſy ; and 
chat they lie groſly, who ſay it is agreea- 
ble to the Doctrine of the Church of Eng- 
2 land. 5 


1 
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Of Original Sin. 


NE great Deſign of the Holy-Ghoſt 1; 5 
Scripture, is to pull down the Pride and i 
vain Glory of Man; and one means to effect it, 


is, to ſhew us what we are by nature; how far 5 


we are gone from original Righteouſneſs ; and 
how by nature we are ſo enclined to ſin, that 
we cannot know things ſpiritually, nor be ſub-W 
ject to the Will of God, nor bring forth good 
Fruit; and this is the caſe of all Perſons born 
into the World by ordinary Generation. This 
original Corruption being truly Sin, deferve: il 
Damnation, as ↄth Art. Ch. Eng. ſaith, and as 
is evident both by Scripture and Reaſon : And 
yet many neither know nor believe it, becauſe 
it benums them, and takes away all ſpiritual 
Life; ſo that they are not ſenſible of it. 4 
But the Scripture clearly aſſerts it, 51, Pſal. 5. 
T wa: ſhapen in Imquity, and in Sin did my Mether 
conceive me: And this Corruption of our Nature 
is in all the Faculties of the Soul: In the Mind | 
there is Ignorance and Darkniſs, 1. Cor. 2. 14. 
as to ſpiritual things; there is Eumity againſt God. 
1. Col. 21. Alienation from the Life of God, and 
therefore unaptneſs to receive InſtcuCtions about 
it. In the Will there is an averſation to all that 
accompanies Salvation, and a conſtant Inclina- 
tion to fin; the Conſcience full of Errors, excuſes 
when it ſhould accuſe; and ſometimes accuſes 
when it ſhonld excuſe; the Memory forgetful 
of God and Goodneſs, and tenacious of evil 


things 
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things, the Imaginations of the Heart are evil 
continually ; and the AﬀeRions generally guided 
by Senſe and not by Reaſon. In 14. fob. 4. is 
aſſerted this natural Vncleanneſs of Corruption 
of Nature, and 2, Eph. 3. we are faid by Nature 
to be the Children of Wrath, and 1. ver. to be 
dead in Sins and Treſpaſſes. The Names of it are 


Sin and Death, 1. James 14. Sin that dmwilleth in 
5, 7. Rom. 17. and an evil Treaſure. 12, Mat. 
35. from which proceed all actual Sins. 

This Corruption of Nature alſo is evident by 
Reaſon; for Infants who haye not been guilty 
of actual Sins do ſuffer Pains, Diſtempers and 
Death, which ſeems not agreeable to the Ju- 
ſtice of God, were they not guilty of original 
Sin, Yea, this Corruption of Nature is evident 
to Senſe, for every Man feels it in himſelf, and 
ſees it in others; even in Infants, in whom we 


w— 


may obſerve the earlieſt Acts of Reaſon tobe ſin- 


ful; and in the Offce of Baptiſme, we acknow- 
ledge we are conceived and born in Sin, and can- 
not enter into the Kingdom of Heaven except 
we be regenerate, | 
This Corruption of Nature indeed doth not 
break forth equally in all, being reſtrained in 
ſome more than in others by the various Circum- 
ſtances of Men's natural Conffitutions, Cuſtom, 


Education, Example, or want of Ability or 


Opportunity of ſinning. Let not any therefore 
think their Natures are not corrupted, for all 
Perſons are by Nature depraved in all the Facul- 
ties of their Souls; yea, the Godly themſelves, 
WW tho 


A 


N 


given in Scripture, fit is call'd a Body of Sin and wo bt. 


Death. 7. Rom. 18.” Fleſh, 8. Rom. 2. @ Law of 
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tho they are freed from the Dominion, yet not 
from the Being of it. 7. Rom. 

It is granted the Image of God is not wholly 
loſt by the fall of Adam, for there remains in all 
ſome Knowledge ofa Deity, and that he is to be 
worſhipped ; whence all Perſons are addicted 
to ſome Religion or other, Religion therefore 
. IsNot a piece of Prieſt - craft, as ſome Atheiſtical 
Perſons imagine, There remains alſo a know- 
ledge of ſecond Table Duties, and in the Will 
a Liberty to good orevil, as to the external acts 
of moral Vertues, and aFreedom in all things 
from compulſion ; but yet all ſaving Knowledge, 
Righteouſneſs and Holineſs is quite loſt, as be- 
fore ſhewed in treating of the light of Na- 
ture. | 

But although this Doctrine is the ground. 
work of the Chriſtian Religion, yet the original 
Corruption of our Nature is by ſome abſolutely 
deny'd, as by Biſhop Taylor, who alſo aſſerts, 
that Concupilence and Luſt are not Sin, ex, 
prelly againſt the 10th Commandment. Others 
ſay, we fin only by Imitation; but if ſo, we 
ſhould be as ready to imitate good Actions as 
bad, which Perſons are not. Others extenuate 
it, ſome diſcaſe of the Soul they acknowledge, 
ariſing from the diſorder of our Aﬀections, 
whereby we are apt to receive in ſuch vicious 
Habits and Cuſtoms which are in the World, 
which makes it difficult, tho not impoſſible, to 
return to the love and practice of Vertue; but 
the deformity of Soul which came upon the 
fall, the enmity againſt God in our Minds, the 
darkneſs of our Underſtandings, fo that we can- 
not diſcern ſpiritual things, the total yo 
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from a Life of Faith and Holineſs, the Impoten- 
cy as to any ſpiritual ſaving Good, and Inclina- 
tion unto Evil, and the Power and Efficacy of 
corrupt Luſts, which the Scripture and Experi- 
ence fully prove we are polluted with, they deny 
and reject as empty Notions and Fables. 

And this Doctrine of original Corruption is 

generally baniſhed out of our Fulpits; and this is 
the root of Arminiaſm, and hence they diſown 
the neceſſity of divine efficacious Grace for our 
recovery; and of the Merits of Chriſt for par- 
don of Sin. 
; And by this means they hinder Perſons from 
being ſenſible of the corruption of their Na- 
ture, and from being humbled for it, from being 
apprehenſive of the imper fection of their beſt 
Duties; of the neceſſity of regeneration, by 
which it is partly cured; and the Imputation of 
Chriſt's ,Merits for Pardon and Acceptance. 
And the Devil doth what he can to hinder Per- 
ſons from being ſenſible of their Original Cor- 
ruption, that ſo he may keep his Poſſeſſion of 
Men in Peace, 11. Lukę 21, 


of 
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Of our bleſſed Saviour, Jeſus Chriſt, 


LL Mankind, by the ſin of Adam, having 
loſt that happy Eſtate in which they were 
created, fell into a State of Sin and Miſery ; but 
God of his infinite Wiſdom and Goodneſs, that 
all Mankind might not periſh for ever, con- 
trived a way how Man might be ſaved, with 
honour to all his glorious Attributes 
And this Reſtauration of Man hath two 
Parts : | 
Firſt, What God hath done and doth for Man, 
in order to his Recovery; and this reſpects what 
we are to believe. 
Secondly, What Duties 'God requires of us, 
and this reſpects our Practice. FE REES 
The firſt is that which diſtinguiſheth the Chri- 
ſtian from all falſe Religions in the World; they 
all teach Salvation as a Work of Man towards 
God; but the Chriſtian Religion as a Work of 
God towards Man; that we are juſtified for the 
Satisfaction and Merits of Chriſt, and ſanctifi- 
ed by his Spirit: This therefore is the moſt 
excellent part of our Religion, for that which 
concerns God and his Works, is more excel- 
tent than what concerns Man and his Works. 
And it js the moſt neceſſary Part of our Religion, 
for its the fonndation of all Chriſtian Graces, 
without which they are but Heatheniſh Vertues. 
And yet how many of the Clergy reduce the 
Chriſtian Religion only to the practice of Mo- 
ra! Vertnes, and thereby introduce into the 
Hs | Church 
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many of the Clergy, &c. 20 
Church of God as great Hereſies as it ever was 
infected with. | | R 
here is a threefold Evil we fell under by 
the fall of Adam, Ignorance, Guilt, and the 
Dominion of Sin and Satan; therefore the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, as Mediator is appointed 
yy the Father with his own conſent, in order 
to our Reſtauration, to execute the Offices 
of Prophet, Prieſt and King; by the firſt, to 
5 deliver his People from the Ignorance and Blind- 
Wneſs of their Minds; by the ſecond, from their 
E Guilt ; and by the third, from the Dominion of 
in and Satan, and bring them to Heaven, and 
4 ehereby to be a compleat Saviour to them. 
Zy the ſecond he mediates with God on the be- 
half of Man; and by the firſt and third he me- 
diates with Man on the behalf of God, and there- 
by makes up the difference which Sin had made 
between them. | 
In treating of this, I ſhall firſt prove that Je- 
& ſus Chriſt is the true and only Meſſiah, and 
| de ſhew how he executes his ſeveral 
| ces 


Firſt, I ſhall prove that, 
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Jeſus Chriſt is the only Me ſſeab. = 

| | Wc: 

AI the time when Chriſt came in the Fleſh, uy 
there was a general expectation among 

the Zews, of the coming of the Meſſiah, or Chriſt, 
for both ſignifie anointed; and the coming off 
the Meſſiah was always an Article of their Faith, 
and altho they will not acknowledge that he 1% 
already come, yet they expect him ſtill. 4 
1 ſhall therefote ſhew. that the Lord Jeſu 
Chriſt, who, in the new Teſtament, is often 
called 7eſus of Nazererh, is the only true andi 
promifed Meſſiah, and that we look not for 
another: He it was that was promiſed and 
59 4 7 of in the Old Teſtament, was typi- 
ed by the Cities of Refuge, the brazen Serpent, 
the High Prieſt, and Sacrifices; who being 
Prince of Peace, came in a time of univerſal 
Peace, when the Temple of Janus was ſhut, 
upon whoſe coming the Oracles of the Heathen 
ceas'd, and in a ſhort time the Jewiſh Sacri- 
fices, which were Types of him. And he ha-W 
ving finiſhed the Work he came for, which 
was to fave his People from their Sins, the cu. 
who denied the Holy One, and killed the Lord] 
of Life, were juſtly puniſh'd with a Deſolation 

- ſent upon them, their City and Temple ; and 
the Curſe which they wiſhed in ſaying, to Pi- 
late, His Flood be on us and our Children, they 
have been under for above 1600 years, being 
a diſperſed contemned People in almoſt al 
parts of the World, without Country or 8 
rate 
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5 rate. of their own, and although they may 
Noreſtle with their own Perplexities, and com- 
fort themſelves as well as they can in their Mi- 
eries, and get Money by all unlawfull ways, 
4 and expoſe themſelves to the deluſions of falſe 
WProphets and pretended Meſliahs,yetDeliverance, 
Tranquility and Peace with God and Man they 
& ſhall not obtain, till they own Feſus of Nat areth 
or the only true and promiſed Meſſiah. 

That Jeſus Chrift is ſo, 1 ſhall make it ap- 
pear. | | | 

Firſt by the time when the Meſſiah was to 


ſly a come and that was, 
A: = Firſt, While the Tribe of Judah were a Na- 
for tion, having the principle of Rule and Govern- 


ment amongſt themſelves. 49. Ger. 10. The 
= Scepter ſhall not depart from Judah until Shiloh 
come; by which is to be underſtood the Meſſiah, 
as as the 7ews themſelves acknowledge; but the 


75 Feviſb Government failing above 1600 years a- 
= go, therefore the Meſſiah is long fince come. 
"246 Secondly, he was to come while the ſecond 


Temple was ſtanding. 2. Hag. 6, 7. 3. al. 1. 
but the ſecond Temple was deſtroyed long ſince, 
therefore the Meſſiah is already come. 


ons and Sacrifices did ceale. 9. Dan. 24. to 27. 
but they ceaſed with the deſtruction of the 
Temple ; and it is a remarkable Providence 
that there was none elſe (the Jews themſelves 
being Judges) that did then, or hath ſince 
come, to whom the Title of Aeſſiah can be ap- 
propriated, but only 7eſus Chriſt; therefore it 


Meſſiah 


Thirdly, He was to come before the Oblati- 


unayoidably follows, that Jeſus Chriſt was the 
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Moſliak that was to come then, and did come; 

and that we look not for another, | 
Secondly, that Jeſus Chriſt is the only Me- 


Mah, is evident by the Characters that ate given 


of the Meſſiah in Scripture, to the end the 
Church might know him and receive him at his 
coming; which do all center in the Perſon of 
our bleſſed Saviour, and in none other, as, 

Firſt; He was to be of the Tribe of Judah, and 

of the Family of David, 11. Iſa. 1. 10. and this 
is acknowledged by the Jens themſelyes , and 
this Propheſy was fulfilled in Chriſt; as both 
Matthew and Luke do witneſs, This Sign of 
a Meſſiah mars all expectation of him for the time 
to come, becaule ſince the Jews diſperſion, they 
are at an utter loſs about all Genealogy. 

Secondly, the Meſſiah was to be born of a 
Virgin, who never knew Man. 7. Iſa. 14. 
this Propheſy was fulfilled in Chriſt and in 
none other; for he was born of the bleſſed 
Virgin Mary, and none beſides was ever born 
of a Virgin, The Emanuel then thus born, is 
without diſpute the true Meſſiah, 

Thirdly, The Meſſiah was to be born at 
Bethlehem, 5. Mic. 2. now our bleſſed Saviour 
was born there, and tne wonderſul Providence 
of God in bringing it about is very obſervable ; 
for there went forth a Decree from Ceſar, that 
all Perſons ſhould repair to the Places to which 
they did belong, which brought Foſeph and the 
bleffed Virgin Mary, to Bethlehem, about the 
time the bleſſed Virgin was to be delivered. 

Fourthly, He was to be a Prophet like unto Mo- 
ſes, in that wherein he was to be peculiar from 
other Prophets, namely, to be a . 

| J 
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18. Den. 18, 19. and this was accompliſh'd in 
the Perſon of Chriſt, 3. A#s 22, 23. he is the 
prince of all the Prophets, Doctors or Paſtors 
which either preceded or ſucceeded him, and as 
thoſe that did not hearken to Moſes, God 
threaten'd he would require it of them: So the 
Jews for refuſing to hearken to this Prophet 
have been ever ſince a miſerable People, and 
will ſo continue till they hearken to his Do- 
ctrine. 

Fthly, The Meſſiah was to be a Prieſt, whoſe 
Prieſthood was everlaſting, 110, Pſal. 4. this 
7 fulfill'd in Chriſt, who by the eternal Spirit 
offered up himſelf a Sacrifice to God without ſpot, 
9. Heb. 14. and lives ever to make interceſſion to 
God for ns.. 8 | 

6thly, The Meſſiah was to be a King, Zach. 
9. 9. andthis the Prophets with one Conſent do 
Proclaim. Accordingly Chriſt is a King; but 
yet not ſuch a King as the Fews Dream of, for 
they expect ſuch a King under whom they ſhall 
Conquer the Nations of the World: But Chriſt . 
wasa King lowly and meek, whoſe Kingdom is 
not of this World, but a Spiritual King that 
delivers his People from the Dominion of Sin 
and Satan. 

7thly, The Meſſiah was to undergo great 
Sufferings; partly with reſpe& to Contempt, 
partly with reſpe& to his Death, and thoſe in 
dignities which lead unto it, For the firſt, the 
Prophet deſcribes it, 1/a. 53. 2, 3. He is deſ- 
piſed and rejected of Men ; this wes fulfilled of 
our Saviour, att. 13. 55. As to the ſecond, 
namely, his Sufferings, there was nothing fore- 
told of the Mefliah which Chriſt did not lafer ? 
| K as 
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Was the Meſſiah to be prized at Thirty Pieces 
of Silver ? Zac. 11, 12. . So was Chriſt, The 
Plalmiſt, P/zl. 22. 7, 8. faith, they ſhould laugh 
him to Scorn, ſhaking their Heads, ſaying, he 
truſted in the Lord, let him deliver him: St. Mat- 
them mentions the ſame Action and the ſame 
Ex preſſions. Was the Melliah to be numbred 
with the Tranſgreſſors? Accordingly our Savi- 
our was Cruciſied between two Thieves? The 
Pſalmiſt faith, in his Thirſt they gave him Vinegar 
to Drink, ſo the Fems did to Chriſt, The Pſalmiſt, 
P{al. 22. 18. ſaith, they parted my Garments, and 
upon my Veſture they did caſt Lots, ſo did the 
Soldiers to Chrilt. Dan. o. 26, The Meſliah 
was to be cut off, but not for himſelf - What is 
faid of him, 1/a.53. 5-8. 10, 11. the ſame all 
the Evangeliſts declare. of Chriſt : None could 
convince h'm of Sin, for he was a Lamb without 
ſpot, yet he Suffered and was Crucified as a 
Malefactor. Was it not ſaid of the Meſſiah, 
that he ſhould not ſee Corruption, Pſal. 16. 10. 
This was verified in Chriſt, who roſe from the 
Dead without ſeeing Corruption, Acts 2. 27. 
Was he to aſcend to Heaven and fit at God's 
Right Hand? So did and doth Chriſt: Thus we 
have ſeen how all the Characters given of the 
Meſſiah in the Old Teſtament exactly agree 
with Chriſt, he muſt therefore infallibly be the 
true e ſſiah. 7.1 

Thirdly, That Jeſus Chriſt is the only true 
and promiſed Meſſiah, is evident by the Teſti- 
mony he gave of himſelf that he was the Meſſiah 
that ſhould come, confirming it by more Mira- 
cles than all the Prophets ever wrought (which 
Miracles conſiſted in things uſeful to Mankind, 

| an 


| 


many of the C lere), &c. 51 


Wind ſo were Evidences of a Miniſtry tending to 


Salvation) and it was neceſſary they ſhould 


exceed thoſe wrought by <oſes and the Pra- 


3 


%%; elſe they would not have ſufficiently 


8 
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roved Chriſt's Authority to abrogate the Law 


Moſes: Now Miracles being above the Power 


f Nature to work; and above the Ability of 
Men or Angels to produce, therefore being 


f God (who will not fer his Seal of Omnipo- 
Wency to a Lie) therefore that Doctrine which 


. 
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ath the Confirmation by Miracles is certainly 


rue: And upon this Account Jeſus Chriſt chal- 


. 


Ly 
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engeth Belief of him, John 10. 37, 38. His 


Diſciples allo did Witneſs that he was the 


(eſliah, and alſo wrought Miracles in his 
ame in almoſt all Nations, for Confirmation 


f his being the Meſſiah. 


4thly, The Fourth Argument to prove that 


Wcſus Chriſt was the true Meſſiah, is the Suc- 
Wels his Doctrine had in the World; for in a few. 
ears it was entertained in all the parts of the 
When known World: Notwithſtanding thatChrift 
imſelf while he lived, was expoſed to Contempt 
Ind Scorn, and at laſt as a Male factor, brought 
Pa Shameful, Painful and Ignominious Death. 


And the Apoſtles who were Teachers of 


Wis Doctrine, were Men by Birth obſcure , 
SY Education illiterate, by Profeſſion ſome of 


hem Poor Fiſhermen, perſecuted by the Jews, 
erided by the Gentiles, who alſo ſet all their 

it and Power on Work to extirpate them our 
[the World: And the Doctrine they taught, 
bſolutely condemned all other Religions, con- 
ned Precepts troubleſome to Fleſh and Blood, 
nd contrary to the general Inclination of Mau- 
E 2 kind: 
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Kind; and the manner in which they delivered 
it, was, not with Ornaments of Eloquence, or 
enticing words of Man's Wiſdom; and it was 
at ſuch a time when Mankind had attained to 
that heighth of Wiſdom and Knowledge, which 
the Principles of Nature could reach unto. 
Therefore, for any to imagine, that Chriſt was 
not the true and only Meſſiah, or his Doctrine 
Divine, is ſuch a Madneſs, as no Man who 
hath not loſt his Reaſon, or is not Curſed with 
Blindneſs of Mind, or made Stupid by the 
Power of Luſts, can be guilty of, 
Notwithſtanding by the foregoing Arguments 
it plainly appears, that Jeſus Chriſt is the only 
true and promiſed Meſſiah, and that we look 
not for another; yet the preſent ewe, as alſo 
their Fore-fathers for many Generations, deny 
the Meſſiah to be come, and live yet in hopes 
and expectations of him. Let us pray there- 
fore, that God will take the Veil from off their 
Hearts, and cauſe them to look unto him whom 
they have pierced, that the fulneſs of the Gen- 
tiles may come in. 
Secondly, Let's conſider how Chriſt executes 
his ſeveral Offices of Prophet, Prieſt and King. 
Theſe I ball more fully treat of, and begin 
ficft with, | 


Chrift's 
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— 


Cbriſts Prophetical Office. 
V 


= Firſt, What it is Chriſt makes known to 
his Church. 
= Secondly, In what manner he Teacheth. 


ITH reſpect to this, I ſhall endeavour 
to ſhew, 


— A WW. 


= Thirdly, How Chriſt makes known the Mind 
of God to us. 

= Firſt, What it is that Chriſt hath made 
W known to us: That is, the whole Counſel of 
= God which we are to Know, Believe and 
Praiſe, in order to God's Glory and our 
& Happineſs. Particularly, 

= 1. What we are to Believe: As what God 
Sis, What our State was by Creation: How 
g Miſerable and Sinful by the Fall, and how 
utterly unable we are to free our felves from 
this Condition: The Means of our Recovery, 
by the Myſtery of Chriſt's Incarnation, his 
Moly and Exemplary Life: His Meritorions 
Death and Sufferings in the ſtead of Sinners ; 
the Efficacious Work of the Holy Spirit in 
Regeneration, thereby uniting his People to 
mimſelf, as Members of his Myſtical Body, 
whereby they receive vital influences from him, 
nd enjoy the Communion of Saints, the For. 
giveneſs of Sins, ſhall have their Bodies raiſed 
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Life Everlaſting, 
he E 3 What 


Et the laſt Day of Judgment, and enter into 
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What cauſe have we therefore to take up a2 
Lamentation at this Day, that many of theſ: 
Truths are under an Eclipſe by thoſe Mini-“ 
ſters, that make the immutable Love of Gd 
to his People to be variable; that make Be- 
lievers appear without a Head, for want of a 
Myſtical Union; that ſtrip them Naked for? 
want of an imputed Righteouſneſs; that emp-. 
ty all the Treaſures of Grace from the Sacred 
Perion of Chriſt, in whom all Fulneſs dwells, 
and Transfuſe them into the bare Doctrine and 
Preaching of the Goſpel : That make the Holy 
Spirit, in his Work of Illumination, ſuperflu- 
ous; In his Teſtimony to Believers for their 
Comfort, a Fancy: And in the Work of ke. 
generation, at the moſt, but a Partial, Co- cauſe 
parting Stakes witn the Will of Man. a 
" Secondly, Chriſt hath revealed to us the 
Will of God in his Commands, which are off 
Two forts. 

Firſt, Thoſe Moral Precepts which have their 
Foundation in the Law of Nature, and contain 
thoſe Duties we owe to God, our ſelves and 
others. By the Promulgation of the Law, and 
the enſuing Expoſition of it by the Prophets, 
God gave excellent Precepts for Obedience, 
but theſe being afterwards corrupted by the 
falſe Gloſſes and Interpretations of the Scribe: 
and Phariſcet, our Saviour vindicated them from 
their falſe Interpretations, and declared the 
Spiritual Nature of the Law, and ſhewed how 
it forbid the leaſt Diſorder or Irregularity in 
our Minds and Affections. 


Secondly, Chriſt hath declared to us thoſe by 
Evangelical Commands, which ariſe from the 
ETD. © #09 Worargce Sol nf 3:5 3 y WT $1 Con- 
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Conſideration of our Sin and Miſery, and a Re- 
Wdecmer, which could never have been known, 
out by Chrilt's Teaching; ſuch as Faith in him, 
WRepentance from Dead Works, Self-denial, 
Wloving Enemies, and doing good againſt E- 


But how many of the Clergy contend, that 


Wall our Obedience conſiſts in Moral Duties 
Wonly, that Faith as it relies on Chriſt's Righte- 
Wouſneſs for Juſtification, and on his Spirit for 
WSanctification, is Fancy? And the Teachings of 
Wome of them go no farther than outward Acts, 
without acquainting Perſons with thoſe * 
Wcations that muſt render them acceptable to 


God; namely, That they muſt ſpring from a 


Wrinciple of Faith and Love, be guided bythe 
Rule of the Word, and directed to aright End, 


the Glory of God. 

Secondly, Let us conſider in what man- 
ner Chriſt Teacheth. 

1, He Teacheth the Will of God infallibly, 
his Word is a ſure Rule, which we are to take 
good heed to, as unto 4 Light that ſbincth in 4 
dark place}. 2. Pet. 1. 19. 8 

2. He Teacheth the Will of God, plainly 
and clearly, with reſpect to all neceſſary Truths, 
ſo that the Unlearn'd in the due uſe of Means, 
may underſtand them. 

3. He Teacheth the Will of God with Power. 
While he was on the Earth, he Taught as ane 
having Authority and not as the Scribes: And till 
gives that Efficacy to his Word by his Spirit, 
tho” in the Mouth of contemptible Men, that 
by its Effects it demonſtrates it ſelf to be from 

E 4 God: 
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God: Which the Conſciences of many bear 
Witneſs to continually. 5 F 
Thirdly, Conſider how Chriſt makes known 
the Will of God to his Church, This lie doth, 
1. Outwardly by his Word. 
2. Inwardly by his Holy Spirit. 
1, Outwardly, and that two ways. 
1ſt. Extraordinarily, by inſpired Revelations 


to the Prophets under the Old Teſtament* 


And under the New, aſſuming our Nature, he 
taught the Church immediately by Himſelf, 
and alſo by his Apoſtles, to whom by immedi- 
ate Inſpirations, he revealed to rhe Church all 
thoſe Truths it was neceſſary for them to Know, 
Believe and Practiſe. 

24. e e by his Word contained in 
the Scriptures of the Old and New Teſtament, 
and by the Miniſters thereof, rightly Ordained, 
and who take the Charge upon them, to in- 
ſtruct the People, either by Catechiſms, Expo- 
ſitions or Sermons; whole Doctrine ought to 
be the pure Word of God, made Plain, diſ- 
penſed Wiſely, delivered out of a Heart ſin- 
cerely deſiring and intending the Salvation of 
the People, and onght to be confirmed by the 
Teachers Example: And the principal matters 
muſt be the Myſteries of God's Kingdom, and 
no Man is fit for this, who is not furniſhed 
with ſuch a meaſure of Knowledge and Utter- 
ance, as to be able to declare to others all 
things neceſſary to Salvation; and ingageth 
to make it his Work, to do Chriſt Service in 
this kind; and this way of executing Chriſt's 
Praphetical Office is to endure to the end of the 

RS How 
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How fad is it therefore, that many of the 

Clergy inftead of Teaching People Truths ne- 
ceſſary to be known to Salvation, corrupt 
the Minds of Men, by Teaching them falſe 
Notions of the Mercy of God, derogatory to 
his Holine and Juſtice , that debaſe the Glory 
of God's Grace, and exalt Pride in Man, by 
their DoCtrine about Free-Will ; that inſtead of 
Preaching the Saving Truths of the Goſpel, en- 
tertain their Hearers with flaſhy Conceits and 
Studied Vanities, that ſpend their Zeal in 
things of no Moment to Salvation , and ler 
fly bitter invectives againſt thoſe that diſſent 
from them in unconcerning Matters, and there- 
by induce People to place Religion in Formali- 
ties and flight Colours of it: As if the Con- 
formity to needleſs Rites, would excuſe the 
defects of ſubſtantial Holineſs. 
Secondly, Chriſt Teacheth inwardly by 
his Holy Spirit. One ot the great Miſeries, 
which Lapſed Nature labours under, is Spiritual 
Blindneſs : To Cure which, it ſufficeth not that 
the Object be revealed, nor yet that Perſons 
do duely exerciſe their Reaſon : But it is ſur- 
ther neceſſary, that the Blindneſs of Men's 
Minds be Cured, by reſtoring the Viſive Fa- 
culty in giving them an Underſtanding, 1 John 
5. 20. By giving us the Goſpel, Chriſt reveals 
Truths to us, by illuminating our Underſtands 
ings he reveals Truths in us, Acts 16. 14. 
Luke 24. 45. and this is the principal part of 
Chriſt's Prophetical Office. 

But this many of the Clergy in the Church 
of England, diſown, deſpiſe and ſcorn, and 
term it the Weak Imaginations of Diſtemper d 
g” Men ; 


\ 


hed 
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Men, and affirm, there is no more required 
to the Saving Underſtanding of the Mind of 
God in the Scriptures, than the exerciſe of i 
our Reaſon, with the help of external Means, 
It is granted, that hereby Perſons may under. 
ſtand the Gramatical Sence of the Scriptures, 
and judge of the Truth of Propoſitions drawn 
from thence, wherein lieth the uſe of keaſon D 
in Religious Things : And they may have a 
Dogmatical Knowledge, ſo that Truths may 
ſettle into an Opinion, which may be ſtrictly 
held to, out of Conviction of Judgment, and 


this may make them ſubtile in Diſputations, and . 
incline them to an Itch of knowing curious Ii. 
Speculations and vain and unprofitable Things. tb 
But we cannot Savingly underſtand the Mind m 
of God in the Scripture without the Illumi- t 
nating Work of the Holy Spirit; till this be le 
done, we cannot know the things of the Spirit B 
of God, 1 Cor, 1, 14. So as to Believe them P 
with a Divine Faith, Love them with a Divine WR” 
Love, conform our Souls to them, and Pra- tl 
ctiſe them accordingly, in the general .Courſe IF ® 
of our Actions. When the Spirit gives us an | © 
Underſtanding, 1 John 5. 20. Then Truths pre- E 
ſent themſelves to us in fo clear a manner, as 
gives Subſiſtence to them, and affects the Heart, I © 
ſo that Perſons dare venture all they have in | © 
this World, and all their Hopes in the other it © 
World, upon the Truth of thoſe Things reveal- © 
ed in the Scripture. The Spirit ſo Cureth the ! 
Blindneſs of Men's Minds in Converſion, that l 
they can ſay, whereas they were Blind they q 
now See. They ſee the Vanity of all the things ; 

0 


of this World, if they make pretence of * 
. the 
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he Chief Good; and they ſee God to be the 


Supream End, and Chief Good 3 the only d- 
Wcquate Object of the Soul; the Enjoyment of 
Wwhonr can only make us Happy: They ſee a 


olineſs in the Law, and a Pollution in them- 


Wſclves by reaſon of their Inconformity to it: 


They ſee Sin to be the greateſt Evil that will 


Damn the Soul to all Eternity, unleſs Pardon. 


ing Mercy interpole : They ſee an inſufſiciency 
in their beſt Righteouſneſs ro procure the Par- 
don of the leaſt Sin: But a futhciency iu what 
Chriſt hath done and Suffered to Merit their 
Pardon, and that upon their Repenting and Be- 
lieving, God will actually be reconciled to 
them: They ſee a Beauty in Holineis which 
makes them Love it and follow aſter it. So 
that when Perſons are illuminated, their Know- 
ledge is not only Notional floating in the 
Brain, or expreſſed by the Tongue, but a . 
Practical Knowledge inclining the Will, infla- 
ming the Affections, and an Introduction to a 
thorough and ſanctiſied change both in Heart 
and Life, and hereby they come to be allured 
of their Salvation, Want of this Experimental 
Ethcacy of Truths upon Men's Souls, is the 
Cauſe they have but wavering apprehenſions 
concerning them; and makes them ready on 
every occaſion to part with them? And how ma- 
ny on this ground are come to the utmoſt un- 
certainty in matters of Religion ? Hence we 


Pray (in Collect, 5th Sunday after Eaſter) that 


by the Spirits Illumination we may think, thoſe 
things that are good, But we are not to imagine 
that this Illuminating Work of the Spirit, was 
erer deſigned to take Men off from Reading and 

| Studying 
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Studying the Scriptures: And they are true 
Fanaticks who think ſo; for the End of the In. 
lightning Work of the Spirit, is, that they 
underſtand the Scriptures, when they Hear or 
Read them. 
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Of Chriſts Prieſtly Office. 


AF; ER the Deſcription of the Prophetical 
Office o Chriſt, it follows next in or- 
der to Treat of his prieſtly Office, in the exe. 
cution of which he purchaſeth all Bleſſings for 
his People. This Office being of great Impor- 
tance to eſtabliſh our Faith in the aſſurance of 
our Redemption, is fully declared in the Scrip- 
ture. The principal parts of the High-Prieſt's 
Office under the Law, were to offer Sacrifice, 
and make Interceſlion for the People; in both 
which Reſpects, he was a Type of Chriſt. Ac- 
cordingly the Prieſtly Office of Chriſt contains 
Two Parts. 

Firſt, His offering up of himſelf a Sacrifice; 
this he did while he was on the Earth. 

Secondly, His making Interceſſion; this he 
doth now he is in Heayen, ſitting on God's 
Right Hand. Firſt, 
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Of the Sacrifice of Chriſt. 


HE Firſt Part of Chriſts Prieſtly Office, 

was to Offer Sacrifice : This he did while 
> was on the Earth, by Conſecrating himſelf 
> be a Sacrifice, and Offering up of himſelf 
into God through the Eternal Spirit, H-b. 9. 14. 
n Treating of this, I ſhall diſt.aMy conſider, 
Firſt, What is this Sacrifice Chriſt Offers 
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: * Secondly, The Perſon before whom he brings 
it 


A 


W Thirdly, The Perſons for whom he Offers 
IF. ; 

W Fourthly, The Ends for which this Sacrifice 
Ws made. 

= 1/, Firſt, What is the Sacrifice that Chriſt 
ffers up? 

The Prieſt which appears before God with 
In Oblation for us, is Jeſus Chriſt, God Man, 
Wy the Union of his Divine Perſon to his Hu- 
nance Nature: He it is that Offered up his Soul 
nd Body a Sacrifice for us. We have made a 
Worteiture of both by Sin, and therefore it was 


2 


Neceſſary the Sacrifice ſhould be anſwerable to 
1 he Debt we owed. He Offered up his Body, 
Web. 10. 10. and made his Soul an Offering for 
in, Iſa. 53, io. Which muſt needs be a com- 
Pleat and all- ſufficient Oblation, the Vertue of 
which reached backward as far as Adam, there- 


fore, 
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fore, Rev. 13. 8. Chriſt is ſaid to be the Lamb 
Slain from the Foundation of the World; and it 
reacheth forward to the end of the World, 
Hence, Heb. 13. 8, Chriſt is ſaid to be the 
ſame Yeſterday, to Day, and for Ever, Chriſt 
was the Sacrifice by way of Eminency, unto 
which all the Sacrifices under the Law had a 
ſpecial Reference, in their Typical Relation 
unto this Sacrifice , and began and ended with 
it: For as: ſoon as Chriſt was exhibited in the 
Promiſe, Gen. 3. 15. they began, and in a 
little time after he had Offered up himſelf 
the True Sacrifice, all the JewiſhSacrifices ceaſed. 
But ſome of the Clergy deny Chriſt was the 
Lamb Slain before the Foundation of the World, 
becauſe he is not mentioned by Name under 
the Old Teſtament: But tho” he was not, yet 
he was in Eſſence and Reality, 1 Cor. 10. 4. 
That Chriſt was a true proper Expiatory 
Sacrifice, will appear, if we conſider how ex- 
actly he did anſwer the Sacriftices under the 
Old Law. 1. They were to be without Blemiſb, 
and not 'a Bone of them broken: So Chriſt was 
a Lamb without ſpot, being originally and actu- 
ally Holy, and not a Bone of him was broken 
on the Croſs. They were to be ſlain and offered 
up unto the Lord, ſo was Chriſt; They were 
for the Sins of the People as the impulſive Cauſe, 
for they laid their Hands on the Heads of the 
Beaſts and confeſſed their Sins over them: So 
the Death and Sufferings of Chriſt were for the 
Sins of the People, Dan. 9. 26. Iſa. 53. 4, 5, 6. 
Kom. 3. 25. for he was perfectly free from all 
Sin, therefore in theſe Texts it is ſaid, that h. 
Was Wounded for our Tranſgreſſions, bruiſed for 
© O 
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„ Iniquitics;, and. that God laid on him the Ini- 
WE ity of ut all. He put himſelf in our ſtead, he 
id undergo in his Soul and Body che Puniſh- 
ent due to us for our Sins, inſomuch, as he 
tisfied the Law's Threatnings, and vindicated 
ee Law giver, in his Truth, Juſtice, and Righ- 
Wcous Government. This is the great Article 
f the Chriſtian Faith, and ſo rooted in the 
earts of all true Believers that it will abide 
rich them for ever. 
Secondly, Let's conſider who it is before 
hom Chriſt brings his Sacrifice and offers it 
. He brings before God, and to him he 
ers it up: He hath to do with God that h8 
Eight propitiate and attone him. Chriſt be- 
ming our Surety, and we being unable to 
Wrishe God's Juſtice, and make Repatatio for 
Je Diſhonour we have done him, to this in- 
aſed Majeſty, Chriſt our High Prieſt approach- 
In, as to a devouring Fire, with his Sacrifice, 
d offers it up to him. 
W 3. Thirdly, Let us enquire who the Perſons 
C LAY whom Chriſt offered up himſelf a Sa- 
D 
n ſome Reſpects he offered up himſelf for 
Mankind, and made a full, perfe& and ſuf- 
Wient ſatisfaction to God thereby, for the Sins 
che whole World: But yet he did not offer 
© himſelf to purchaſe Pardon and Eternal Life, 
With Faith and Holineſs as the Means, equally 
Pr all, he purchaſed-Pardon and Eternal Life 
r allif they will Repent and Believe, John z. 
P. Heb. 2.9. 1 John 2. 2. So that none ſhall 
Th for want of an Expiatory Sacrifice, but 
r wilfully neglect ing the Terms of W ; 
| E ut 
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but yet it is certain, Chriſt purchaſed Pardon] 


and Eternal Life, with Faith and Holineſs as the 
Conditions thereof only for the Elect, fo that 
they ſhall certainly perform thoſe Conditions, 
and be Eternally Saved. And this evidently 


appears, if we confider that the purchaſe of 


Life and Holineſs, muſt be of the ſame extent 
with the Decrees of the Father, and SanQtfi. 


cation of the Holy Ghoſt: For the Father, Son 


and Spirit, as they are one, ſo they agree in 
one: Now tt is certain the Holy Ghoſt doth 


not Sanctifie all; nor dott the Father Ele& all 


through Sanctification, 1 Pet. 1, 2. So neither 


dpti the Son Die to purchaſe Life and Purity 


for all, but only a peculiar People, 2 Tit. 14. 
But yet many of the Clergy in the Church ol 
England aflert, Chriſt died equally for all Men; 
ſo then, thoſe that are ſaved are no more be 
holding to Chriſt for it, than thoſe that Periſh, 
having done no more for the one than the other, 


and therefore thoſe that are Saved mult prail 


their own Free-Wills for it. 

Fourthly, Let's conſider what the End; 
are for which Chriſt gave himſelf an Expiator) 
Sacrifice; and they are Satisfaction to the Juſtice 
of God, and Merit; the Effect of which is A 
ronement and Expiation : Theſe were chief 


the Ends of thoſe Sacrifices which did Typit i 


Chriſt. 

Firſt, They . were of an Attoning Nature, 
Lev. I. 9.13. 17 ch. 11. Numb. 16. 46- Sin in- 
cenſed God's Anger, but theſe made him well 
pleaſed with ſuch as had offended him: So the 


Lord Jeſus Chriſt by the offering up of himſel 


2 Sacrifice, paciſied God's Anger, becauſe 1 
FE the 
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on the Satisfaction made to his juſtice thereby, 
ne ne received Sinners into his Favour, with Ho- 
\at WY nor to all his Glorious Attributes. 
ns, 


2. Secondly, They were of an Expiating 


to cleanſe from the Guilt of Sin, and procure 
Pardon, Deut. 21. 7, 8. Lev. 16. 30. Heb. 9. 
12, 13, 14. not by any inherent Vertue in them- 


and derived Efficacy from Chriſt's Sacrifice, 
which was to come; which properly and by 
inherent Vertue in it ſelf expiated the Guilt 


under the Law did expiate Sin, as they ere 
way wherein Chriſt our Sacrifice did expiate 


Sin: He by the Sacrifice of himſelf in the ſtead 
of Sinners, ſatisfied Gods Juſtice, and the Lord 


accepts it as a valuable ſatisfaction, whereby 
herbe is actually reconciled to Sinners, upon their 
ail Repenting and Believing. 


nd fered in the Sinners ſtead, as beneficial to them, 
or as if they themſelves had done it; and this is 
[tic evident from many Scriptures, as 1. Pet. 2. 14. 
5 A He bore our Sins in his Body on the Tree, 3. ch. 
jeff 18, He ſuffered the Juſt for the unjuſt, 2. Cor. 5. 


21. He was made Sin for us. Gal, 3. 13. He was 
made a Curſe for us. All which Texts prove un- 


Sinners, and that God accepts it for them, 1 
Eph, 6. and makes it Beneficial to them upon 
their Believing : And hence, Rom. 3.25. it is 
called Propitiation through Faith in his Blood. 


many of the Clergy, ce. 65 


Nature, that is, they had a Vertue in them 
ſelves, but only as they were Inſtituted by God, 


of Sin, «Hat. 26. 28. And as the Sacrifices 


ſubſtiruted in the Sinners ſtead ; fo that is the 


This makes what Chriſt bath done and ſuf- 


deniably that Chriſt ſuffered in the ſtead of 
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This is the great Article of the Chriſtians 
Faith and a5 and is the ſum of the Goſpel, 
and fo rooted in the Hearts of all true Chriſti- 
ans that it will abide with them for ever. 

To this agrees 2. Art. of the Church of 
England, which ſaith, Chriſt ſuffered to recon- 
Tile his Father to us, and to be a Sacrifice for 
the Sins of Men. The ſecond Homily of Sal- 
vation faith Chriſt by his Death, paid a Ran- 
ſome for thoſe that Believe, and for them ful- 
filled the Law in his Life. The 15th Article of 
the Church of England ſaith, Chriſt by the Sacrifice 
ol himſelf once made, taketh away the Sins of the 
World. In the Prayer in the Liturgy, after 
Conſecration of the Elements, in the Sacrament 
of the Lords Supper; it is ſaid, God gave his 
only Son to ſuffer Death on the Croſs for our 
Redemption, who made thereby, by that one 
Oblation of himſelf once offered, a full, perfect 
and ſufficient ſatisfaction for the Sins of the 
whole World. 

Yet ſome Clergy-Men, directly contrary to 
the Scriptures, contrary to the Doctrine which 


hath been always owned in the Church of God, Bi 


contrary to the Doctrine of the Church of Eng- 


land, which is contained in her Art. and Hom. 


to which they have ſubſcribed, agreeable to the 
Scriptures, teach Perſons, that no Man could WW 
Believe any thing on Chriſts Authority till he 
came in the Fleſh, and ſo are implicitly Socini- 


ans: For if he had no Authority till then, then . 


he did not pre-exiſt before he came, and was 

not God Bleſled before he came? 

And now he is come, that he is not neceſſary 

any more, than as he makes known to us ſuch a 
ö Know- 
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Wnowledge of God's Nature and Will, as may 
Wired our Actions, and encourage our Obedi- 
Wence, and ſet us an Example of doing and ſuf- 
Wering the Will of God, and confirm God's Gra- 
Wcious Promiſes of Saving them that Repent and 
Wforſake their Sins: And fo came not to fulfil 
be Law for us, nor make fatisfaction to God's 
Wuſtice for our Sins, : And conſequently that we 
Wnuſt Die in our Sms, under the Wrath of God; 
Wand Periſh for ever. From ſuch Clergy Men 
Wherefore, the Good Lord deliver us. 


Cc BW They deride thoſe that ſpeak of loving the 
e erſon of Chriſt, admiring his Excellency, Ful- 
r eeſs and Beauty; altho*' we have all the reaſon 
N. 


Wn the World ſo to do; for our acceptance is 
1s brough his Merits, our aſſiſtance by his Spirit, 
nd our Good Works perfumed by his Sacrifice: 
Wand the Apoſtle faith, JF any Man Love not the 
ord 7eſus Chriſt, let him be accurſed. 
They ſay Chrilt : the Way, the Truth and the 
ee, only as he declares to us the way to 
Wiſe; whereas it is certain that he is ſo eſpeci- 
y dy purchaſing Eternal Life for us, and 


= 


. » — 


d, {Working in us by his Spirit what he requires 

f us. | 

mm. They interpret the knowing of Chriſt, to 

the e the knowing of the Chriſtian Religion: Al- 

* o' the Perſon of Chriſt, and what he hath 
e 


Jone and ſuffered for us is the Object of our 

ini-Faowledge, and the Goſpel the outward Me- 

hen ium. f 

was They ſcoff at the talk of the imputation of 

hriſt's Righteouſneſs to us for our Juſtification : 

ary ot if it be not imputed to us, it was not per- 
vrmed for us, and God doth not accept it in 
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our behalf, and upon Account thereof diſcharge 
us from the Guilt of Sin: And we not being 
able to fatishe Gods Juſtice our ſelves, ac- 
cording to their Doctrine we muſt unavoidably 
Periſh for ever; And thus they ſubvert the 
Goſpel of Chriſt, and introduce into the Church 
of God the moſt pernicious Errors. 

So much for the firſt Part of Chriſt's Prieſt /y- 
Office, namely, to offer Sacrifice. The Second 
is, a 


— 


The Interceſſion of Chriſt. 


\ 6 
As Chriſt fatisfied God's Juſtice by offering 
up of himſelf a Sacrifice for Sin, and I 


thereby ſatisfied the Juſtice of God in behalf 


of Sinners, ſo by his Interceſſion, he applies 
the Benefits he hath purchaſed for Believers. $ 

This part of Chriſt's Prieſtly-Office was Ty 
pified by the High-Pricft going once a Year nt We 
the Holy of Holies, and with a Cloud of Incenſe 
covering the Mercy Seat, Lev. 16. 12, 13, 14. 
Herein Chriſt exactly anſwers to this part of 
the High-Priefts Office under the Law, . 

Firſt, The High- Pr ĩeſt when he had offered Sa. 


criſice for bimſelf and the People, without the Ho- 


ly Holies, with the Blood of the Sacrifice he en- 
tred into it, and ſprinkled the Mercy-Seat there- 
wich, Lev. 16. 11. Heb. 13. 11. This Chriſt 
fulfils exactly, Heb. 9. 23. For having offered 
up himſclf a Sacrifice to Death . the 

ity, 
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City; which anſwers to the killing of the Beaſts 
wi hout the Holieſt; he appears ia the vertue 
thereot in the Heavens, Heb. 6. 12. Chriſt by 
his own Blood entred into the Holy place, and 
by the ſprinkling of it on our Conſciences, our 
Souls are cleanſed from all Sin. 

Secondly, When the High Prieſt entred the 
Holy Place of all, he took, Fire from off the 
Altar, and put Incenſe thereon, and cauſed the 
Cloud of Incenſe to cover the Mercy Seat, Lev. 
16. 12, 13. So the Lord Jeſus Chriſt by vertue 
of his Sacrifice, intercetds for Believers continually 
in Heaven: And ſo perfumes al! their Prayers 
and makes them acceptable to God, and pro- 
cures all Bleſſings for them, Rev. 8. 3. Here 
the Cloud of Incenſe made by the High Prieſt 
is expreſly apply'd to Chriſts Interceſſion: He 
it is that interceeds with God for beſtowing all 
Bleſſings on Believers by vertue of bis Oblation, 
and hence he is called our Advocate, 1 John 
2. 1. His Interceſſion is the Bleſſed ſpring of all 
the Good which Believers either enjoy or hope 
for: Without this Chriſt had not been a com- 
pleat High-Prieſt. Having ſeen Chriſt makes 
Interceſſion for his People in Heaven, let us 

Secondly, Conſider by what Acts Chriſt per- 
forms his Work of Interceſlion. 

We muſt not take it literally, as.if in Hea- 
yen he proftrated himſelf before his Father, for 
that was a part of his Humiliation which he 
performed on Earth, Heb. 5. 7. He is now ex- 


alted, and the things remaining for him now to 


do, as our High Prieſt, are matters of Dignity, 
and may be reduced to theſe Heads, 


z Firſt, 
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Firſt, A preſenting himſelf before the Lord 
in our Names, and upon our Accounts, Typi- 
fied by the going in of the High Prieſt before 
the Lord, with the Names of the Children of 
Iſ-ael on his Breaſt: So our Bleſſed Saviour 
having ſatished God's Juſtice, pacified his Wrath 
procured God's Faveur, and purchaſed all Bleſ- 


fings for his People; in Teſtimony thereof, he J 
by his own Divine Power aroſe from the Dead, 


aſcended into Heaven, and appears in the Pre- 
ſence of God for us. 


Secondly, Supp'icating the Father for beſtow f 


ing on Believers all thoſe Bleſſings they want, 


Fohn 14. 16. 1 will pray the Father, he here 5 


ſpeaks of his asKing after his Aſcention. 


Thirdly, His asking is accompanied with a 
preſenting Memorials of his Death and Suffer- 
ings before the Lord, as a moving Plea on our 


Account. It was with the Blood of the Sacri- 


fice, that the High Prieſt went into the Holy of : 


Holies, and ſprinkled it there, W hat was done 


Typically, Chrift doth really ; he firſt gave ; 
himſelf a Sacrifice, and preſents himſelf as a 


Sacrifice for us, whoſe Blood ſpeaks better things 


than the Blood of Abel, he ſtands as a Lamb ; 


lain before the Throne, when he preſents the 
Prayers of the Saints. Rev. 5, 6. 8. 

Fourthly, It is fuch a Petition as is in the 
Nature of a Claim, for that which he hath a 
Right to by way of Perchaſe. He preſented 
his deſire on Earth to have Believers partake 
of the Benefit of his Sacrifice, ohn 17. g. Which 
Prayer is a Pattern of that Interceſſion he con- 
tinues to make now he is in Heaven. 


X Fifthly, 
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- Fifthly, He preſents the Prayers of the Saint's 
toGod with his Merits, and deſires they may 
be granted upon account thereof. "The High 
prieſt when he went into the Holy of Holies, 
had his Hands full of Incenſe, which was Ty- 
pical of Chriſt, who cauſeth a Cloud of Incenſe 
to — before God with the Prayers of all Saints, 
Rev. 8. 3. 

z. The Third Particular to be enquired into 
is, Who they are for whom Chriſt interceeds? 

They are thoſe whom the Father hath given 
him out of the World, John 17. 9. And they 
were not only the Apoſtles, but alſo all that 
ſhould Believe on him, ver. 20. and they only. 
And it muſt needs be ſo, for the firſt Corner 
Stone of all Mercy, was laid by the Father 
himſelf in his Free Election: Chrift is an In- 
terceſſor only for thoſe whom the Father hath 
given him, and are ſanctified through the 
Truth, and Believe in him: No Perſon hath an 
Intereſt in Chriſt's Interceſſion, but he that by 
Faith hath an Intereſt in his Satisfaction; and 
for them he will interceed in all Ages, till the 
Diſſolution of the World. 

Thus I have conſidered the Second part of 
Chriſt's Prieftly Office, namely, his making In- 
terceſſion in Heaven continually for Believers. 

This part of © hriſt's Prieſtly Office is impli- 
citely denyed by thoſe Clergy Men, who de- 
ny Chriſt made himiſelf a Sacrifice in the ſtead 
of Sinners, and thereby made fatisfation to 
the Juſtice of God for them; for it is in the 
vertue of his Sacrifice that he makes Inter» 
ceſſion for Believers : And they declaring them- 
ſelves to be no True Believers, yea being ſo 
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far from it, that they Scoff at the Eſſential 
Act of Faith; namely, relying on the Satisfaction 

and Merits of Chriſt alone for Salvation; can 
have no Intereſt in Chriſt's Interceſſion; and 
how ſad muſt that be? For if the Blood of Chriſt 

cries not for Mercy for us, it will like the Blood 
of Abel, cry for Vengeance agaiult us. 


o 
—— —— . 
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Of the Kingly Office of Chris. 


| Hin Treated of the Prophetical and 
Prieſtly Offices of Chriſt, it follows next 


la order to conſider of his Kingly Office; for 


the better Underſtanding of which, we are to 
Note, that the Mediator y Kingdom of Chiriſt 
is Two-fold, 

Firſt, Spiritual and Internal: 

Secondly, Providential and External. 

| ſhall conſider it only as it is Spiritual and 
Internal, and this reſpects true Believers only, 
Tube 17. 21. The Kingdom of God is within you, 
In this Spiritual Kingdom, Chriſt doth not only 
give Laws to Govern his People by, ſtrengthen 
and aſſt them, and at laſt Reward their ſincere 
Obedience with an Immortal Crown of Glory, 
but he ſubdues all his People ro himſelf, and 
erects his Throne in their Hearts by Conqueſt. 
For all Chriſts Subjects being Born under the 
Power of Sin and Satan, and being ſuch ſtub- 
born Enemies, that they will not ſubmit to him 
of their own accord, therefore he ſends yl 
is 


/ 
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us Armies to ſubdue them: Namely, Paſtors 
und Teachers, under the Conduct of the Spirit, 
Warmed with a two edged Sword, namely, the 
Wword of God, which it ſharp and powerful, Heb. 
W.. 12, But this is not all, and therefore I ſhall 
Wendeavour to ſhew, | 

W Firſt,” How he ſends forth Armies of Convi- 
Naions and Troubles, which begirt them on every 
Wide, ſo that they know not what to do 

= $Sccondly, How by the rower of his Spirit, 
Whe renews their Underſtandings, Wills and Af- 
fections in the Work of Regeneration, throws 
dow all the ſtrong Holds of Sin and Satan in 
his People, and makes them willing to ſubmit 
to him in the Day of his Power. Tull this be 
done, tho? God's Election is a ſufficient impul- 
ſiee cauſe of Salvation, and the Obedience, 
Death and Sufferings of the Lord Jeſus Cchriſt a 
compleat Meritorious Cauſe of it, yet neither 
che one nor the other will actually Save any 
perſon, till there be the Spirits Application of 
the Work of Redemption in Regeneration. 
For where there are divers Con. cauſes to pro- 
duce an Effect, it cannot be produced till the 
laſt Cauſe hath wrought, as it is here, the Fa- 
ther hath choſen his People to Eternal Life, 
the Son hath purchaſed it: But there being cer- 
tain Conditions to be performed by us, before 
we can partake of the Benefit of Chriſt's Re- 
demption, which we are not able to perform 
till we are Regenerated by the Holy Gholt, there- 
fore till we are Regenerated we cannot be Saved: 
And thus Father, Son and Holy Ghoſt ark di- 
ſtinctly in Man's Reſtoration, and hence we are 
Bap- 
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Baptized in the Name of the Father and of the 
Son, and of. the Holy Ghoſt, 

It is therefore of very great Concernment 
to us, to be rightly informed of the Nature 
of the Office and Operations of the Holy Ghoſt : 
Eſpecially conſidering there are many falſe Tea. 
chers in the Days wherein we live, who ſet up 
an Anti Spirit againſt the Spirit of Chriſt, in 
his Office and all his Operations: As the O 
kers, who ſet up the Light within them, in 
oppoſition thereunto : Alſo many of the Clergy 
in the Church of England, who contemn, yea 
deride all Saving Operations of the Holy Ghoſt: MW 
For ſetting aſide, what they aſcribe to their MW 
own 'Free-Wills, Moral Swaſion, and the Mi. 
niſtry of the Word, they leave nothing for the 
Holy Spirit to do, either in Illumination, Con-. 
viction, Regeneration or Conſolation : And 
therefore need to learn the Church Catechiſm, 
which teacheth them, that it is the Holy Ghoſt 
which Sarttifieth all the Elec People of God, and 
that we are not able to walk in the Commands 
of God, and ſerve him without his Special Grace. 
But theſe Men declare that they are unacquaint. 
ed with things which the Spirit uſually Works 
in thoſe that are Regenerated; and in effe& 
diſclaim all Intereſt in the Grace of God and Me. 
Tits of Chrilt. 

And this will plainly appear, if we conſider, 
(as I have already his Illuminating Operations) 
ſo alſo his Convincing, Regenerating and Sancti. 
fying Operations ; And firſt, 


Of 
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Of Conviction of Sin. 


§ the Holy Ghoſt illuminates the Mind in 
| order to Converſion, {o alſo he convinceth 
of Sin in order to Regeneration and Faith in 
= Chriſt, 7obz 16. 8. When the Spirit comes he will 
© convince the World of Sin and Righteouſneſs : 
The Spirit by the Law ſhews Perſons their con- 
trariety to ir, their Obnoxiouſneſs by reaſon of 

© Sin, to the Curſe of it, and their utter inabi- 

© licy by any thing they can do, to free them- 

ſelyes from it. This cauſeth Fear of the Puniſh- 

ment threatned: And forrow for Sin, called 

= Rom. 5, 15. A Spirit of Bondage, and theſe things 
8 expreſs themſelves in acts of Humiliation and 
Repentance. Our Saviour 'himſelf Preached 

Repentance ; and the Apoſtle Fames would have 

Sinners to be Aflicted and Mourn and weep; 
And in the Liturgy in the General Confeſſion 
at the Communion; (We acknowledge and 

bewail our manifold Sins which we have com- 
mitted againſt God's Sacred Majeſty, whereby 
we have juſtly provoked his Wrath and Indig- 
nation againſt us: We earneſtly Repent, and 
* are heartily ſorry for our Sins, and fay that 
the remembrance of them is intollerable, and 
the Burthen of them grievous) Now, what 
higher Expreſſions can there be to expreſs our 
Sence of din and Guilt ? And where theſe things 
are not in ſome degree, the Proud Heart -of 
Aber | Man 


* 
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Man will never ſubmit to the Commands of God, 
or value Chriſt as a Soul Phylician, and believe 

in him. God is pleaſed indeed to exerciſe a 
Sovereignty in this whole, Matter ; ſome ha- 
ving greater Terrors than others; and fo con. 


tinue longer under them than others; yet theſe ol 
two things in general are neceſſary to Saving 1 


Faith. 1. Such a Conviction of Sin that the 
Soul concludes it is obnoxious to the Wrath 
of God. 2. Such a Conviction of Righteouſ- 
neſs that the Soul ſees no way to be delivered, 
but by the Satisfaction and Merits of Chriſt, re- 
hed on by Faith. But, as I ſaid, none will hate 
and forſake Sin, till they are ſenſible of the 
dreadful Conſequences thereof: Nor will any 
value Chriſt as a Soul Phyſician, or go to him 
when invited, till they fee their need of him: 
The wholeſee no need of a Phyſician, but they 
that are Sick; therefore in Matth. 1 1. 28. Chriſt 
invites only the weary and heavy laden to come 
ta him; for God's Mercy and the Blood of Chrift 
are ſo precious, that God will not beſtow them 
where no Notice ſhall be taken of them, but 
will 'make the Soul experimentally ſubſcribe to 
that aying, as worthy of all Acceptation, that 
Chriſt. Feſus came into the World to Save Sinners. 
It is Conviction of Sin and Gutlt that puts 
Perſons upon fleeing to Chriſt, as the Man- 
ſlayer to the City of Refuge, to be faved IB 
from Wrath to come : Without this, Perſons K 
muſt be like Brute Beaſts, or like Stocks and 


Stones in the Act of Believing, neither know- a 
ing why, or what they Believe, which is nat R 


imaginable of a reaſonable Creature. It was 
this put thoſe Converts, Acts 2. 28, and the 


q * 
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lor, Act, 16. 30, 31. upon enquiring what 

| 8 ſhould do to be Saved 4 Which the Apoſtle 

# doth not tell them was to Believe the Articles 

of the Creed, and do good Works, but Re- 

© pent and Believe on the Lord Jeſus, which in- 

W cludes more than a Faith of Aſſent. 

= Theſe things have been Taught from the 
Foundation of Chriſtianity, and have been uſe- 
ful for the Converting of many Souls unto God, 
and are evident as hath been ſhewed both by 
© Scripture, Reaſon and the Liturgy ; and to 
whom theſe things are a Fancy, the Goſpel 
muſt be a Fable: And yet theſe things are re- 
© jected and ſcorned by many as the effect of 
ES Ignorance and a heated Brain: And they ſay 
ve are never the worſe Chriſtians, if we be not 
© acquainted with theſe Artifices and Methods of 
# Repentance : For Chriſt came not to raiſe Earth. 
quakes in our Minds : And thus they think 
by Scorn and Scofhng at them to Banith them 
out of the World, without once offering to 
diſprove them by Scripture or Reaſon. But 
what a ſad Age do we live in, when Scoffing 
at the Doctrines of the Goſpel, (which was 
wont to be a Badge of Prophaneſs) is adopted 


oy YE ol » 


A STD: 


of humble Chriſtians for acknowledging there- 
in their own vileneſs, yea, at the Prayers in 
the Liturgy (which they ſo often repeat) is 
now become ſo common ? Altho* by Scoffing 
« at their dwn Prayers, they ſhew themſelyes 
vile Hypocrites. 
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into Religion? When Scoffing at the Prayers 
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f Regeneration. 


Egeneration requires our utmoſt Dili- 

gence to enquire into the true Nature 
of it, for if we are Ignorant of it, we can- 
not underſtand a great part of the Bible, and 
if it be not wrought in us we cannot enter 
into the Kingdom of God, as our Saviour pe- 
remptorily aſſerts, in 3. 70% 3.5. He that is 
not acquainted with the Second Birth, cannot 
eſcape the Second Death, 

There is a Two-fold State of Men with re- 
ſpect to Salvation and Damnation, which com- 
prehends all Individuals in the World, namely, 
Regenerate and Unregenerate. All by Nature 
are in a State of Unregeneracy, Slaves to Sa- 
tan and liable to Eternal Damnation: And this 
Condition we cannot be freed from, but by 
the Regenerating Work of the Holy Spirit. 

For the clearer underſtanding the Nature of 
this Work of Regeneration, 1 ſhall endeavour 
to ſhew, | 

Firft, The true Nature of Regeneration. 

Secondly, Who is the Author of it. 

- Thirdly, In what manner he effects it. 
- Fourthly, The Inſtrumental Cauſe of it. 

Firſt, The Nature of Regeneration, what it is. 
Regeneration is the renewing of all the Fa- 
cCnlties of the Soul, whereby Perſons are in- 
clined and enabled through the aſſiſtance of - 

| Holy 
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Holy Spirit, to perform the Terms of the New 
Covenant, which are Faith, Repentance and 
Y ſincere Obedience, 2d. Corinthians, 5th, 17th. 


Adult . AT" nf They are not only inclined 
but inabled to turn to God in all the Facul- 
ties and Powers both of Soul and Body. The 
& Underſtanding doth actually ſee God, as the Su- 
pream Good and only adequate Object of the 
Soul; in the Enjoyment of whom, only is full 


And Sin as the greateſt Obſtacle in the way 
after God in Holy Deſires, fixes on him by ſe- 
@ rious purpoſes: And reſis in him Fiducially 
and Complacencially for all Happineſs. As to 
Chriſt, the True Way, it doth —_ receive 
him as a Prophet, for Inſtruction and Illumi- 
nation by his Word and Spirit : As a Prieſt ſor 
eatisfadtion and Interceſſion; and as a King to 
: Rule and Govern by his Word and Spirit. As 
co sin, the great Obſtacle in it's Way to Bleſ- 


Fights againſt iti by Hatred, and overcomes it 
by a ſincere Reformation. The Affections do 
actually bow down under Reaſons Scepter, 
comes off from the World, and aſcends up in 
Holy Flames towards God: And the whole 
Man actually yields (tho' not perfect) yet ſin- 
cere Obedience to all the Commands of God; 
Jordinarily acting for God, and if by reaſon 
of the remainders of Corruption and ſtrength 
ot Temptation, the Soul takes ſome ſteps awry, 
it returns again by freſh Acts of Faith and Re- 
WFatance, and is more watchful over its ſelf 

for 


Tat zd. sth. This is to be underſtood of - 


E 5atisfaRion. It ſces Chriſt as the True Way : 
to Bleſſedneſs. The Will doth actually Breath 


ſedneſs, it actually ſurrounds it with Sorrow, 
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for the future, All the external Actions now 
ſpring from a Principle of Faith, namely Faith 
in the Precept as a Rule, Faith in the Promiſe 
of a Reward as an incouragement and Faith in 
the Satisfaction and Merits of Chriſt as a ground 
of Acceptation : They alſo ſpring from a Frinci- 
ple of Love to God, without which he will not ac. 
cept our belt Services. And they are directed 
to a right End, the Glory of God, for a 
wrong End vitiates the beſt Action, as it did 
the Prayers, Faſtings and Alms of the Phar. 
ſees. What little Reaſon then have they to think 
they have had a Work of Regeneration who 
are as Worldly, Senſual, Proud, Paſſionate, 
Uncharitable, Unjuſt, as backward to Good 
and as forward to Sin, as ever? Let not ſuch 
think they are turned to God, for if they have 
not another turn before they Die, they will 
be turned into Hell at laſt, 1. Cor. 6. 9. 
Secondly, Let's conſider who is the Author 
of Regeneration, and that is the Holy Spirit, 
3. John 5.6. Except a Man be Born of tht 
Spirit, John 1. 13. Who were Born, We” 
nor of Blood, nor of the will of the Fleſh, Go 
nor of the will of Man, but of God. And NM 
Tit. 3. 5. Saved by the renewing of the Hoy Me"! 
'Ghoſt. The Nature of the New Birth, ſhews the Maj 
Spirit is the Author of it, for its Transforming hin 
the Heart of Man into the Divine Nature, cau- eon 
ſing a Man to hate Sin which before he loved, by 
and to love Holineſs which before he hated, Need 
can be from none but the Spirit. And the Ti- Hee 
tles given to Regeneration ſhew the Spirit is the 
Author of it, for it is called a Creation ; giving 


new Heart, and Writino a Law there. And this 
i$ 


82 The Religion of 

The Arminians aſſert, that where the Goſyel 
comes, there is that Grace preſent with all 
Men, that if they make a right uſe of it, they 
are Converted; and if they refuſe to make a 
right uſe of it, when God intends to Convert 
them, they can continue ſtill in their Sins. But 
firſt, that no Man can turn to God without an 
efficacious Work of the Spirit, is evident both 
by Scripture and Reaſon; let a Man be diſpoſed 
and prepared to turn to God, as much as 
Nature can diſpoſe and prepare him; let him 
have the Propoſal of the greateſt Arguments 
and Motives to turn, and theſe the advantage 
of the fitteſt Seaſon to work upon his Heart : 
Yet no Man can or will turn to God, without 
an efficacious Work of the Spirit determining 
his Will. I 

It is granted, there is in all Men a Natural 

Power in the Faculties of their Souls to con- 
ſider of Spiritual Things, and a Notion of ſome 
Truths in their Underſtandings, and ſome things 
Praiſe Worthy in their Wills : They have a 
Power to forbear Groſs Sins, and avoid the fore- 
ſeen occaſions of Sin: And to do many more 

ood Actions as to the matter of them than they 

o: Yet no Man by the bare Propoſal of the 
Goſpel, left to the Liberty of his own Will, 
can renew himſelf and turn to God, This is 
evident, | 

Firſt, By Scripture, 2. Phil. 13. It is God 

that worketh in us to will and do of his good Pleaſure. 
6, John 14. No Man can come unto me except the 
Father draw him, 1. Eph. 8. By Grace you are 
: Saved, through Faith: It is the Gift of God. 


Secondly, 


1 =. Xx, A. al”. arm ent... HO 5 
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Secondly, Reaſon evinceth this Truth, 

Firſt, Original Corruption proves it, for the 
Minds of all Men are Naturally Blind, they can- 


not know, 1: Cor. 2. 14. There is an Enmity in 


their Wills, they cannot be ſubject, Ron. 8. 7. 
They cannot Believe, % 12. 39. And as to 
practice, they cannot bring forth good Fruit, 
15. Fohn 4. So then they that are in the Fleſh 
cannot pleaſe God, 8. Rom. 8. 

Secondly, The Titles given to Regeneration 
declare it: It's a Creation, 2. Eph. 2 In Creati- 
on a Thing or Perſon is meerly Peſſive, there- 
fore contributes nothing thereunto. It is g:v# 
a New Heart, and a New Spirit; but what Man 
can infuſe a New Heart and Soul into himſelf? 

Thirdly, The Attributes of God manifeſt it, 
as ſhewed pag. 37; 38. Namely, his Sovereignty, 
Wiſdom, Power and Truth. 

Fourthly, The contrary Doctrine exalts Pride 
in Man, and gives him cauſe of Glorying in 
himſelf; for it he be Converted, he muſt thank 
his own Free Will for it, for according to this 
Principle, God doth no more tor thoſe thar are 
Saved than for thoſe that Periſh- 

Fifthly, It is againſt the whole Order of Na- 
ture that God harh ſet in the Creation, tor any 


Effect to be more Noble than the Cauſe. Whats 


ſoever a Natural Man doth is but Natural, and 
cannot amount to Grace ; without a change of 
Nature: And Grace is more Noble than Na- 
ture, 4 . 

Sixt lily, It takes away the Nature of Prayer 
to God, and Praifing of him for his greateſt 
Bleſſings : For with what Face can any Man 
Sollicite God for that which he conceives to 
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be in his Power, to have when he will ? For 
it would be a Mocking of God: And as to 
Praiſing of God; it deprives him of this Act 
of Worſhip: We may indeed Praiſe him for 
affording us the Means of Converſion: But as 
for attual Converſion we may aſcribe the whole 
Glory to our ſelves. 

But tho' we are not able of our ſelves to turn 
to God, yet Exhortations and Commands there. 
unto are not in vain, but are of uſe to bring 
us to God, according to the Nature of Rational 
Creatures, that being made ſenſible of our own 
Impotency, we may have recourſe to him to 
enable us to turn to him; and he will not be 
wanting to aſliſt us, it we ſeek to him as we 
ought, tor it is his Promiſe, 11. Luke 13. 

Thus we have ſeen the Vanity, yea Blaſphemy, 
of the firſt Part of the Arminians Doctrine, 
namely, That where the Goſpel comes, per- 
{ons have that Grace preſent with them, that 
they are able to turn to God ii they will. 

Secondly, The Second Branch oi the Arm 
nian Doctrine is, That where the Goſpel comes, 
Perſons can refuſe to make uſe of that Grace 
God affords them, when he Wills their Con- 
verſion, and ſo they may. continue ſtill in their 
Sins. But this is as ſtrange and Blaſphemous as 
the former part of their Doctrine. 

It is granted, Perſons may reſiſt the com- 
mon Offers of Grace, in the Preaching ot the 
Word, by Non attendance, or when they do 
attend, by letting their Hearts run after their 
Covetouſneſs; and they can reſiſt the common 
Motions of the Holy Spirit, by not kindly en- 


tertaining and obeying of them, but the Sug- 


geſtions 
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geſtions of Satan, 7. A#s Fr. But yet when 
the Spirit intendt to Convert a Sinner, he doth: 
not only in a Moral way Counſel and perſwade 
him to turn, and leave his Will in ſu ſpence, 
equally determined to turn or not : But by the 
Miniſtry of the Goſpel puts forth ſuch an In- 
ſuperable Power, that he Conquers all the op- 
polition that the Sinner makes, and infallibly 
Converts him. This ſome call /rreſi/tible Grace, 
not becauſe it cannot be altogether reſiſted, but 
becauſe it cannot be overcome. This was de- 
fended of Old by St. Auſtin againſt Pelagius, and 
of late by the Fanſeniſts and Dominicans, againſt 
the Feſuits, with whom many of our Clergy joyng 

But that Perſons cannot refuſe to turn to God, 
when he intends their Converſion 1s evident 
both by Scripture and Reaſon. 

Firſt by Scripture, 26. Ezck, 26, 27. I will 
take away the Stony Heart, and give you a Heart 
of Fleſh. if God will give a New Heart, will 
we not? [i he will cake away the reliiting Princi- 
ple, will we not? What is this but changing God's 
Truth into a Lie, hisOmnipotence into Weakneſs, 
and his Glory into the Idol of Man's Free-Will ? 
But if God will make a New Heart, nothing 


can hinder, 40. Iſa. I will Work and who ſhall 
S Lett? 110. Pſal. 4. The People ſpall be willing, 


in the Day of thy Power, 1. Eph. 19, 20. That 
we may know the exceeding greatneſs of his Power, 
towards us who Believe, And yet God doth 
not force the Will of Man contrary to its Na- 
ture, but effects it by a Rational Conviction 
of his Judgment, and a Powerful perſwaſion 
of the Will, 1. Coy. 2. 4. The Spirit in Con- 
verſion infuſeth into the Soul an intrinſick 
G 3 Prin- 
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Principle of Willing Good. In Repeneration 
there is given us a Principle to turn, and Con- 


verſion is our actual turning. By this inward 


Principle the Obſtinacy of the Will is effectually 
ſubdued, and the Liberty of the Will not in- 
fringed. Want of this Eſficacious Grace, is 
the cauſe of ſo many Almoſt-Chriſtians in the 
World. 

Secondly, It is evident by Reaſon. Perſons 
cannot refuſe to turn to God, when he will 
Convert them, 

Firſt, Becauſe Regeneration is not propoſed 
to the Will as that which it may accept or 
refuſe, but the Will is Paſſive therein. Hence 
with reſpect to God, it is called a Creating, 
Quickning and giving a New Heart: And with 
reſpect to our iclves, we are ſaid to be Created 
and Born again. 


Secondly, God's Election, Chriſt's Redemp- 


tion, and the Holy Spirit's Sanctification, make 
it appear; for if Converſion be not effectually 
wrought, but depends upon Man's Free Will, 
God's Election may miſcarry, Chriſt's precious 
Blood may be ſhed in vain, and the Holy Ghoſt 
barred out of every Heart. 

Thirdly, If God in Converſion doth not 
effectually determine the Will, he acts as far 
towards Tranſgreſſion as Converſion ; for he 
gives as much Power towards the one as the 
other, and ſo is the Author of Sin, as much as 
of Regeneration. 

Fourthly, Then alſo Converted Perſons may 
Glory in theraſelyes as the Authors of their 
own Converſion. If they will, they may live 
. for ever; but if they will not, all the ger” 
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of Grace cannot change them. And ſo the 
Will is the great Umpire, whether we will be 
God's or not: And thus Man is exalted, and 


God abaſed : Free Will hath the Throne, and 
Free Grace waits upon her. 


And thus I have made appear that the Hol 


Spirit is the Author of Regeneration, and dot 
not only excite the Will by Moral Arguments, 
and leaves it at liberty whether it will turn or 


not, but effectually turns it by an inſuperable 
Power. 


Hence we may ſee a Reaſon why, good Edu- 


cation, Powerful Perſwaſions, and many excel- 
lent Sermons, are many times ineffectual to re · 
new Sinners; it is becauſe the Spirit goes not 
| forth with his renewing Grace at all times a- 
like. Paul may Plant and Apollo Water, but all 


is nothing except God give the Increaſe. | 
Thirdly, The Third particular propoſed to 
Conſideration, is in what manner thE Spirit 
effects Regeneration: And that is by infuſing a 
Principle of Spiritual Life, or a Habit of all 
Graces and Sincere Obedience into the Soul. 
Regeneration is not wrought in the Soul by 
frequent Acts of Vertue, and thereby a Habit 
of Grace acquired: But the infuſed Habit an- 
teceeds all ARs of Holineſs, and is the next 
cauſe of them. Some of the Clergy ſeem to 
deny all Habits of Grace, but generally all 
infuſed Habits ;, they tell us, Man hath a Power 
to turn to God, which he may put forth or not 
as he pleaſeth : But as for infuſed Habits the 
term it a Fancy. But there is a vaſt difference 
between a meer Power, and a Habit of Grace: 
A meer Power to turn, doth not include in 
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it, any inclination to turn, or denominate a 
Man Gracious : No more than a meer Power 
to Sin did incline Innocent Adam to Sin, and 
denominate him Sinful. But a vital Principle, 
or infus'd Habit of Grace, is virtually and {e- 


minaily Grace it ſelf, Thele Men are greater 1 


Enemies to the Operations of the Holy Spirit, 
than many of the Papiſts themſelves, for 
Thomas Aquinas, 1. 2. ©. 51, and 1. O. 12. 
Art. 4. tells us, that God works Habits of 
Grace in the Soul, 

And that there are infuſed Habits, and not 
only a Naked power, 1 (hail demonſtrate both by 
Scripture and Reaſon, 

Firſt by Scripture. This elegantly ſets forth 
theſe Habits or Principles, 36. Ezek, 26. 4. 
Eph 24. 2. Cor. 5. 17. I. Pet. 3,4. 12. Matth, 
35. 4. John 14. 3. Tit. 5. 1. ohn 3. 9 2 Pei. 
1. 4. Where they are called a new Heart, 1 
nem Spirit, the new Creature, the good Treaſur 
of the Heart, a Well of Living Water ſpringing 
up to Eternal Life: The renewing of the Hoh 
Ghoſt, the Seed of God remaining in us, a puttin 
the Law in the inward parts, aud a Writing it there, 
All which Expreſſions ſhew forth ſuch Habit. 
of Grace, as go before frequent Acts, and not 
ſuch as flow from them. 

Secondly, Reaſon makes it evident. For, 
Firſt, God hath put into all Creatures ſuch 
Qualities, whereby they are inclined ro Mo- 
tions agreeable to their Nature in an eaſie 
and Natural Way : Surely then into thoſe that 
he moves to the obtaining a Supernatural 
Good, he infuſeth ſuch Qualities, whereby they 

| may 
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may be moved, rationally, ſweetly and readily 
to attain that Good. 

Secondly, Becauſe Supernatural Acts, cannot 
be done without a Supernatural Principle: Or 
if they could, they would not be Voluntary, 
but by a Force : Whereas the new Creation 
is not from the Spirits compelling, but incli- 
ning, not like throwing a Stone contrary to 
its Nature, but changing the Nature by 
3 whereby the Actions become Na- 
tural. 

Thirdly, Becauſe elſe, the Stony Heart, N u- 
mane Nature, and Man's Wiſdom, gives con- 
ſent to God's Call, which cannot be, for the 
Tree muſt be firſt made good, before it will 
bring forth good Fruit, . Mat. 18. 

Fourthly, Becaule elſe Original Corruption 
can never be healed ; As Sin was habitual! 
in the Soul, ſo Grace muſt be habitual in the 
new Creature, or Man is not bronght into a con- 
trary State, and the Plague of the Heart ( ured. 

It is evident therctoic there are infuſed Habits 
of Grace, and this is agreeable to the Doctrine 
of the Church of England. In the 10th 
Article it is called preventing Grace : In the 
Collect before Leut we Pray, that the Spirit 
would Pour into our Hearts the excellent Gift 
of Charity: And in the Collect for the Annunci- 
ation of the Virgin Mary, we Pray that God 
would Pour Grace into our Hearts, And though 
there are theſe infuſed Habits of Grace, yet 
God Governs us as Rational Creatures, as he 

did Adam in Innocency, who had an infuſed 
Habit. Notwithſtanding theſe infuſed Habits 
are diſowned by the Clergy as contrary to Man's 
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Nature, and taking away the Merit of our 
Acts. 
Fourthly, The Fourth particular to be con. 
fidered, is the Inſtrumental Cauſe ot Regenera- 
tion, and that is the Word of God, 1. ame: 
18. Of bis own Will begat he us, with the Word 
of Truth. 10. Rom. 17. Faith comes by hearing 
the Word of God. This is the ſucceſſive expe- 
rience which Chriſtians bear Witneſs to : The 
Apoftle Peter at one Sermon caught three 
Thouſand Souls in the Net of the Goſpel. 

It is not the Inſtructions therefore which 
Men have by the Light of Nature, that are ſuf. 
ficient for Converſion; for that diſcovers not 
how we may get our Sins Pardoned, our Perſons 
reconciled to God, and our Natures Sanctified, 
without which there is no Salvation, And yet 
thefe Men aſſert, the Light of Nature diſcovers 
fo much of the Goodneſs of God, as is ſufficient 
for Converfion and Salvation in ſome Perſons, 

Nor is it the Moral Law that is the Inſtru- 
ment of Converſion; it may be preparatory to 
Converſion, but it never brought any Soul to 
Chriſt. They are chiefly the Promiſes of the 
Goſpel that effect this, 2. Pet. 1. 4. By theſe 


great and precious Promiſes we are partakers of the 


Divine Nature. But altho the Goſpel be an In- 
ſtrument, it is not a Natural but a Moral In- 
ſtrument, and ſo the Spirit effects Regenera- 
tion by it, in a Way ſuited to our Natures ;: We 
are not like Stocks and Stones in Converſion 
that have no Underſtanding, for God hath 
rea Underſtanding and Will to Man, that 

e may apprehend and embrace what is Good, 
and hate and refuſe what is Evil: And becauſe 
0 PE ; * 


| many of the Clergy, &c. 91 
ia the vſual Way we cannot underſtand or 
will any thing but what is propoſed by ſome 
5 external Object, and we are changed in our 
Wy Minds, Wills and Affections, by things repre- 
© ſented to us, either as true, good and delight- 


* 


ful, that we may love and deſire them: Or 


evil and hurtful to us, that we may hate, fear 
and refuſe them; therefore the Goſpel is pro- 
poſed under various Notions: As True, fo it 
© is the Object of the ſpeculative Underſtanding : 
As Good, ſo it is the Object of the Practical 
& Underſtanaing and Will; and as Profitable, fo it 
is the Object of the Appetite and Affections. 
Were it otherways, we could not be changed 
as Rational Creatures, but have a Change we 
know not why, or to what end, which is not 
E conceivable of a Rational Creature. Now in 
& Converſion God is pleaſed by his Spirit to fix 
ſome Word, Promiſe, or Paſſage of the Goſpel 


; on the Mind of a Sinner, whereby he effectual- 


I 


ly renews him and enables him to Believe in 
Chriſt, Repent of all his Sins, and yield fincere 
Obedience to all the Commands of God. For 
being Regenerated. by the Holy Spirit, a Be- 
| liever can no more refrain from a Love of Ho- 
lineſs and Endeavours after it, than a new born 
Babe can refrain from acts of Natural Life, as 
Motion, deſire of Food and the like. But this 
is to be underſtood of the Converſion of thoſe 
that are Adult, for Infants when Regenerated 
are wrought on withour the Word. 

Thus 1 have gone through thoſe Four Parti- 
culars propoſed to Conſideration, that ſo we 
may rightly underſtand the Doctrine of Rege- 
neration, which is a renewing of the 3 
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of the Soul, from whence proceeds an outward 
rectified Change. 

But all the Regeneration that theſe Clergy- 
men own, is either Baptiſmal Regeneration 


(Baptiſm indeed is an outward Sign of Rege- 


neration, but is not Regeneration: And if we 
grant it is ſometimes a Means of Regeneration, 
yer nor always, for Simon Magus Was tru] 
Baptized, and yet continued in the Gall of Bit- 
terneſs and Bond of Iniquity) or elſe Regene- 
ration, as it is declared by a Dignitary in the 
Church, and is publickly the avowed Doctrine 
amongit them, is to become fincere Proſelites 
to the Goſpel, to renounce all Wicked Cultoms 
and Practices, and to yield an upright and uni- 
verſal Obedience to all the Laws of Chriſt ; and 
therefore if they be all but Precepts of Moral 
Vertues (as is held by them) to be Born again, 
and to have a new Spiritual Life is only to be- 
come a new Moral Man. But by this deſcrip. 
tion they exclude Baptiſmal Regeneration itſelf, 
and are at irreconcilable Feuds both with them- 
ſelves and the Church of England, and hereby 
declare their Folly and Ignorance. It is grant- 
ed, that Regeneration doth infallibly produce 
Moral Vertues, and they that aſſert the Do- 
rine of Regeneration according to the Scrip- 
tures, plead for Moral Vertue, and their Lives 
are generally adorned therewith more than 0- 
thers, and wiſh it were practiſed more than it 
is; it is therefore but a Calumny theſe Clergy- 
men endeavour to fix on the aſſerters of the 
true Nature of Regeneration, that they are 
Enemies to a Vertuous Life: But yet Perſons 


may be Morally Vertuous who are not Regene- 


rated, 
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rated, without which they cannot enter into 
the Kingdom of Heaven: The Apoſtle Paul 


while Unregenerate, touching the Righteouſneſs 
of the Law was blameleſs. Moral Vertue is to 
be Preach'd and preſs'd upon Perſons, and it 
puts an Honour on us in the Eyes of others, and 


makes us uſeful in the World, and is excellent 
in it ſelf, but is not ſuſficient to intitle us to 


Heaven; how much is it therefore to be la- 


mented, that many Clergy-men hide from 
their Hearers the neceſlity of being Born again, 


| by a Supernatural Power and Principle, to their 


Eternal Damnation, if God do not prevent it by 


his Grace. 


Before 1 leave this Article of Religion, I 
ſhall conſider one particular relating to the In- 
ſtrumental Cauſe of Regeneration, which I have 


| ſhewed is the Promiſes of the Goſpel : But theſe 


Clergy-men, aſſert that the Heathens may be 
Saved without the Knowledge of the Goſpel of 


Chriſt, if they be diligent to frame their Lives 
| according to the Light of Nature, &c. 


Bur the contrary is evident, if we belieye 
the Scriptures, 4. Acts 12. There is no other 
Name oiven under Heaven whereby we muſt be 
Saved, and it is not given any otherwiſe but 


by the Goſpel : 16. Mark 16. He that Believeth 
not, ſhall be Damned, In the 2 Eph. 12. it is 


affirmed of the Heathen, while they were with- 
out Chriſt, they were without Hope, Again, 
1. John 5. 12. He that hath the Son hath Life, 
and he that hath not the Son hath not Life. And 
17. ohn 3 this is Life Eternal to know thee, the 
only true God, and Feſus Chriſt whom thou haſt 
ſent. Beſides, in Scripture the Heathen are 


ſaid wy 


* 


94 The Religion of 
ſaid to be in Darkneſs, yea to be Enmity a- 
gainſt God himſelf: And the Sanctification of 
our Natures is through Faith in him: And can 
we hope that God will Save ſuch whilſt they 
are in this State? 

To aſſert fuch may be Saved, foments thoſe 
Seeds of Atheiſm which ſpring up ſo faſt among 
Us, as threaten to overſpread the whole Field 
of Chriſtianity : For if Perſons may be Saved 
in any Religion, whilſt they acknowledge a Di- 
vine Being, and their dependance thereon, and 
frame their Lives according to the Rules of the 
Religion they profeſs, it follows that there is 
no outward Profeſſion of any Religion indiſpen- 
ſibly neceſlary to Salvation; but that every 
one may take up, and make uſe of that which 
beſt ſuits his Worldly Intereſt: And this if 
once admitted; will give the Minds of Men an 
indifferency as to the ſeveral Religions in the 
World, ſo it will quickly breed a Contempt of 
them all: And from the Entertainment of ſuch 
noxious Opinions, it is come to pals, that the 
Goſpel after a continued Triumph for above 
1600 Years, over all the Powers of Hell and 
the World, doth at this Day with Multitudes 
in the midſt of Chriſtendom hardly maintain 
the Truth of irs Divinity. And therefore de- 
ſervedly is this Doctrine Anathematiſed by the 
18th Art. of the Church of England, and I can- 
not but wonder what theſe Clergy. men think of 
themſelves,when they ſubſcribe to their Churches 
Curling of them. 

By the Work of Regeneration that have been 
treated of, the Holy Ghoſt delivers Perſons from 
the Slavery of Sin and Satan, renews the * 
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of God in them, and makes them Meet for re- 
ceiving and enjoying of Heaven; and forms 
Members for the Myſtical Body of Chriſt, and 
thereby unites them to him, who is their 
Head and Life, 

The next Article of Religion therefore that 
falls under Conſideration, is, 


The Myical Union. 


T* Regeneration, the Spirit by infuſing a Prin- 
ciple of all Graces into our Hearts rakes bold 
of us, 3. Phil. 12. And is the Bond of this U- 
nion on Chriſts part; and then by Faith we te- 


ceive Chriſt, which is the Bond of this Myſti- 


cal Union on our part; and thus Chriſt and Be- 
_ are united together as Head and Mem- 
rs, 

This Union is ſet forth in *cripture, ſometimes 
by Chriſt being in Believers, 8. Rom. 10. 2. Cor. 
I3.5. 1. Col. 27. and ſometimes by Believers 
being in Chriſt. 8. Rom. 1. 1. Cor. 1. 30. 1. John 
5. 20. Sometimes by Saints abiding in Chriſt and 
he in them, 15. John 4. 14 ch. 20 

But we are not to underſtand this Union, © 
an external Union only by a Profeſſion of Chri- 


ſtianity, for notwithſtanding this there may be 


an eternal ſeperation from him for ever: Nor 
as a Union of Perſons in one Nature, as in the 
Trinity; nor as a Union of two Natures in one 
Perſon, as the Humane Nature of Chriſt * 
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with his Divine, make but one Perſon ;- nor as 
the Union of Soul and Body make but one Man; 
for notwithitanding this Union Chriſt and Belie- 
vers remain diſtinct Perſons ſtill, and there is a 
vaſt and infinite diſtance between Chriſt and 
Believers in reſpect of Nature and Excellency : 
So that alrho* there be a Union between Chriſt 
and Believers, yet there is no Tranſmutation, 
Confuſion, or Commixion between them, and tho 
there Ii: a Union of Per ſons, yet no perſonal Union, 
Chriſt and Believers remain diſtinct Perſons ſtill, 
as it ĩs in the Marriage Union. 

But yet it is a Real Union, tho' not an Eſſen- 
tial Union, as the Quakers Blaſphemouſly aſſert: 
It is a Spiritual Union, an efficacious Union, and 
an immediate, Honourable and Indiſſolvable 
Union: And a miſtycal Union, purely ſuperna- 
tural; and Fancy did not give it this Name, but 
the Holy-Spirit, 5 Eph. 30. 3 2. 1. Col. 27, And 
it being purely ſupernatural, it is to be learnt 
only out of the Scriptures, which as 1 have ſhew- 
ed, do plainly aſſert it. And it is a Doctrine own- 
ed by the Church of Exgland, in her. 1 Hom. of 
Salv. And in the Exhortation before the Commu. 
nion, it is ſaid, we dwell in Chriſt and Chriſt in us. 
me are one with Chriſt , and Chriſt with us. And our 
bleſſed Saviour himſelf reſembles this myRirial 
Union to a natural Union between the J ine and 
the Branches, 15. John. 5. Whereby we receive 
vital influences from him; and by that of a Head 
and Members I. Col. 1. 1. Ep. 22, And this is 
the Faith of the Catholick Church. 

But theſe Clergy Men deny, that particular 
belicvers are immediately United to Chriſt, but 


that it is by meaus of their Union to the Ec, 
an 
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and to abide in Chriſt they ſay is meant to abide 


in his Doctrine; but the contrary is evident, for 


we are ſaid to be United to Chriſt as eur Head 
and the Head of every Man ts Chriſt, IL. £00 26 


31. If particular Chriſtians are United to Chriſt - 


only by their Union to the Church, how was the 
firſt believer united to him? Or afterwards, 
how was the Catholick Church united to him, 
and yet never a part united? Alſo they ſay, our 
union to Chriſt is oaly Political, and conſiſts in 
a belief of his Revelations, in obedience to his 
Laus, and ſubjection to his Authority: And that 
$ Chriſt is not a Fountain of Grace, but only a 
a Miniſter 7 Grace, who by powerful Argu- 
meats perſwades us to be graciovs : And there- 
by they make Chriſt to be a Head of n influence; 
and at one blow behead the Catholick Church, 
by cutting aſſunder that Neck of Faith, by which 
all Graces and Divine influences arc derived 
from Chriſt to Believers, They loſe tliat Article 
| of the Creed the Communion of Saints, for that 
depends on their Union to Chriſt as their Head; 
| and they make believers ſubſiſt by their own 
Strength, altho* our Saviour tells us, 15. 7chn 5. 
Without me you can do nothing, that is, not hin 
to which Salvation is annexed, and ſo we mul 
get Grace and be ſaved as well as we can: And 
thus alſo they ſubvert the Goſpel of Chrilt. 
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Of Juſſiſication by Faith. 


B* means of the myſtical union, believers are 
made partakers of many benefits, which 
flow from the ſeveral Offices of Chriſt, to in- 
ſtance in ſome particulars : And firſt of Juſtifica. 
e10n. 
Juſtification in the ſight of God; or how we 
may obtain the pardon of our Sins, and a right 
to Eternal Life, is the great enquiry of thoſe 
whom the Spirit convinceth of Sin, and their 
liableneſs to the Wrath of God thereby; for 
thoſe who have only a notion of Sin, and yet are 
ſenſeleſs of Sin and Miſery, contemn the Doctrine 
of Juſtification by Faith, and the whole myltery 
ofthe Goſpel, but to thoſe whom the Spirit hath 
convinced of their Sin and Miſeries, the Doctrine 
of Juſtification rightly Stated, is a great relict 
to their Conſciences ; and therefore it is of great 
concernment to have right notions of it: It 
withal we conſider, that it diſtinguiſheth the 
Covenant of Grace from the Covenant ofWorks, 
the Church of Chriſt from Heathens, Turks and 
Zew-s, and the truly Reform'd Chriſtians from 
Papiſts, Socinians and Quakers, For the rightly 
underſtanding of this great Article of our Reli 
gion, I ſhall endeavour to ſhew. 
Firſt, the nature of juſtification : | 
Secondly,who are the Perſons that are juſtified, 
Thirdly, the efficient cauſe, 


Fourthly, 
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Fourthly, the inward moving cauſe, 

Fifthly, the Material and Meritorious cauſe ; 
Sixthly, the formal caule or manner of it. 
Seyenthly, the inſtrumental cauſe, or receptive 
condition: 

Eighthly, the time when we are juſtified, 
Ninthly, on what depends the continuation of 
EL juſtification, 

| iſt, the Nature of juſtification ; all Perſons 
being guilty before God, Pardon, or Juſtifica« 
tion, is the releaſing of Perſons from the obliga- 
tion they lay under, to ſuffer the punichment 
due to them for tranſgreſſing the Laws of God. 

| This may be conlider'd as granted on meer 
I mercy, or upon account of ſatisfaction made to 
the juſtice of God. It cannot be upon account of 
meer mercy, becauſe it would be an Act contra- 
ry to Gods Juſtice, who will by no means clear the 
Lrlty. 34 Exo. 7. And to all the Attributes of 


1 God, which being his Eſſence, cannot be contrary 
co one another. it muſt therefore be upon ac- 
5 count of Satis laction made to Divine Juſtice. No 
wt Man ĩs able to do this; therefore that all Man- 
11 kind might not periſh for ever, the Lord Jeſus 
be Chriſt, who is God equal with the Father, made 
1. a full ſatisfaction to the juſtice of God, by perfeR- 
4 ly obeying the Precepts of the Law, and ſuffe- 
u ing the puniſhments due to Sinners for tranſgreſ- 
5 ſing the Law ia their ſtead, that ſo they may be 


1; laved, with honour to all Gods glorious Attri- 
. Whutes, and ſo God may be juſt, as well as the Juſti- 
ter of them that believes in Jeſus. Hence a par- 

1 don and juſtification are the ſame thing as to the 
ca. main and being reconciled to God, and being 


 Wiiſtified are uſed promiſcuouſly 5. Rom. p. 10. 2 
ly, H 2 


Cor. 5. 
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Cor. 5. 19. and Gods Juſtifying of believers is his 
dealing with them as if they were righteous. The 
penalty Godthreatned the Tranſgreſlors of his 
Laws with, was not only ſuffering the torments of 


Hell, but alſo the loſs of Heaven; and therefore 


this pardon not only frees a Sinner from puniſh- 
ment, but alſo gives him a right to Heaven: This 
pardon thoꝰ it takes away the guilt of Sin, yet not 
the being of Sin, or the deſert of it, for God 
both ſees it and hates it; and believers muſt look 
upon themſelves as deſerving Hell : And tho? it 
frees from eternal pniſhments, yet not from Fa- 
therly corrections 12 Heb, 6. I ſhall not ſtay here 
to take notice how ſome Clergy men, aſſert 
God may pardon Sinners without ſatis faction to 
bis juſtice. 

Secondly let us conſider who the Perſons are 
that are pardoned, or dealt withas juſt : And 
thoſe are repenting believing Sinners, who tho 
they have been ungodly, yet are not ſuch when 
juſtified ; for if to juſtifie the wicked be an abo- 
mination to the Lord, ſurely he will not do ſuch 
an unrighteous Act himſelf. Juſtified Perſons are 
thoſe that have been ſenſible of their Sins, re. 
pented of them, and enquired what they ſhall 
do to be ſaved, and upon enquiry find it is only 
the ſatisfaction and merits of Chriſt relied on by 
Faith by which they can be juſtified, and there- 
fore they renounce all confidence in any thing 
they can do, and reſt and relie ſolely for pardon 


aud eternal Life upon what Chriſt hath done: 


and ſuffered in the ſtead of Sinners. It is there- 
fore a Caiumny which theſe Clergy Men would, 


fix on thoſe that aſſert juſtification by Faith om 
that 
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that they deny the neceſſity of a holy Life, there- 
by to render them odious to the World. 
Thirdly, who is the Efficient cauſe of juſtifica- 
tion; and that is God only, 4. Rom. 5. And in 
this matter he is to be conſidered, as a holy and 
juſt Judge that will by no means clear the guilty 
without ſatisfaction to his Juſtice ; and not only 
ſo,butallo as a Law-giver,yet above the Law, who 
hath Authority to transfer rhe puniſhment from 
the guilty, to one that is innocent and willing to 
take it on himſelf, and fo deſpenſeth not with 
the puniſhment but with the object of it. And 
as pardon of Sin is an act of God, fo it is his pe- 
culiar prerogative; the Jews had a right notion 
of it, (tho' miſtaken in our Saviour, by looking 
on him as a meer Man) when they ſaid, this Man 
Blaſphemes, for who can forgive Sins but God only ? 
Miniſters indeed have a power to declare and 


# pronounce to People the remiſſion of all their Sins 
if they have reaſon to believe they are penitent, 
and believe in Chriſt, but this is only miniſterial 
and declarative, as inthe general abſolution in 
| the Lirurgy, where alſo it is faid, he that is God 
| pardoneth all them that truly repent &c. yet ſome 
| of theſe Clergy-men, as the Popiſh Prieſts, aſſert 


they have power to forgive Sins, altho' it be 


{ Blaſphemy: And one of theſe aſſerting it in a. 


Sermon, the next Day a Knight, the chief Man 
of his Pariſh, called his Companions together to 
a drunken meeting, and told them the Parſon 
could pardon them, 

Fourthly, the inward Movingcauſe of Gods 
pardoning Sinners is his free Grace and Mercy 
3. Rom. 4. For there is nothing in believers to 
deſerye it, their beſt duties being defeRive, and 
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infinitely fhort of ſuch a recompence as pardon 
and eternal Life. It is, from free grace that 
Chriſt purchaſes pardon for ſuch Sinners as we 
are, and not for the fallen Augels. It is from 
free grace that God requires of usas a Condition 
thereof, not any perfect performance, but Faith, 
Repentance and Sincere Obedience, and that 
by his Spirit he inables his People to perform 
what he requires : And yet Juſtification is an 
Act of Juſtice with reſpect to the Satisfaction 
of Chriſt. But many of the Divines of the Church 
of England make it to be an AR of Juſtice with 
reſpect to their own inherent Righteoulnels ; 
for they ſay we are juſtified by our Works, and 
not by Faith only; and if ſo the reward is not of 
Grace but of Debt 4. Rom 4. And conſequently 
we Merit thereby. 

Fifthly, what is the material MeritoriousCauſe 
of juſtification; and that is, the Habitual, active 
and paſſive Obedience of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
advanced in dignity, by the Union of his Divine 
to his humane nature, whereby the Obedience 
which he performed, and the puniſhment he en- 
dured for us, was a full Satisfaction to the juſtice 
of God for our Sins. But ſome of theſe Men 
make; our ſincere Obedience to the commands 


of God to be the Material cauſe of our juitifica- | 


tion. 

Sixthly, what is the formal cauſe of our juſti- 
cation; or the manner how we are juſtified ; and 
that is by the imputation of Chriſts righteousneſs 
to us for our juſtification, By imput ation is meant, 
that what Chriſt did and ſuffered in our ſtcad, 
God accepts of it for us, and makes it as beni- 
ficial to us upon our believing as if we had per- 
| form d 
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formed it in our own Perſons, for the pardoning 
our Sins and granting us a right to eternal Lite 
This is the great Doctrine upon which depends 
the eternal wellfare of our Souls; to deny it, 


W is not Building Wood, Hay, and Stubble on the 
Foundation, but to raze the Foundaition of the 
# Chriſtian Religion, and the direct way to intro- 
& duce Popery ; for when the Conſciences of Men 
are affected with the Sence of Sin and Guilt, if 
they are atloſs how to put their truſt alone in 
the Merits of Chriſt for pardon, they will be- 
take ghemſelves to any thing that pretends to 
& relieve them; as Purgatory, Mailes, indulgen- 
ces, &: But yet theſe Clergy men ſcolt at the 
talk of imputed Righteouſneſs, and call it an 
empty unintelligible notion, yea a putative and 
# imaginary righteouſneſs, and make their own 
inherent Righteouſnes the formal cauſe of 
8 juſtification, altho* it be imperfect, and gives 
& cauſe of boaſting in our ſelves, and therefore 
to be abhorred of all Chriſtians. 


Seventhly, let us confider what is that Grace 


or Duty to be per formed by us, by which we are 
juſtified : For altho', by what Chriſt did and 
| ſuffered in the ſtead of Sinners God is reconcilia- 
ble to all Men; yet he is not actually reconciled 
to any, till they perform the Condition by which 
we are juſtihed, called the Inſtrumental Cauſe, 


Itis by Faith alone, we actually obtain the par- 


don of our Sins and a right to eternal Life. It is 
| granted that by our perſonal inherent righteouſ- 


nels, we are denominated righteous in Scripture, 
1. Luke, 6. And by this we are ſaid ſeveral 
ways tobe juſtified, as in our own Conſciences, 
as It is an evidence of _ truth of our Faith, that 
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it is aving; or before Men againſt falſe accuſa- 
tions, and hereby believers ſhall be ſententially 
juſtified, at the Day of Judgment; when their 
Faith ſhall be tried by their Works; but none of 
theſe are the Juſtification under conſideration, 
waereby we obtain the pardon of our Sins, that 
is by Faith alone, tho” not by that Faith which is 
alone, but is productive of all other Graces and 
Sincere obedience. And it is that Act of Faith 
whereby werely ontheGraccand Mercy of God, 
through the merits and interceſhon of Chriſt 
alone for Salvation. Itis granted that juſtifying 
Faith receives Chriſt in all his Offices of Prophet, 
Prieſt and Ring : For underſtanding the mind of 
God, Faith depends on him as a Propher, and 
for SanRification as a Lord or King, able to ſubdue 
all our Luſts: but as Faith is exerciſed for juſti- 
cation, it conſiders him in his Prieſt ly Office only; 
for as Prophet and King he did not Merit for us, 
that he did only as a Prieft, by making him- 
ſelf an offering by his active Obedience and a 
Sacrifice by his palliv# Obedience in the ſtead of 
Sinners, 5. Ep, 2 and pleading his propitiation 
for us in Heaven. And this is Gods Object in 
juſtifying of a Sinner, 3. Rom. 25. hom God 
hath ſet forth to be a praputiation through Faith in bis 
Blood: And this being Gods Object, it mull 
be ours for juſtification : And ſo it is repreſented, 
3. Joh. 14, 15. And mult therefore be ſo recel- 
ved by us. It is Faith alone that is the Inſtru- 
mental Cauſe or receptive Condition by Which 
we are juſtified; and fo it hath a Cauſality in it, 
which no other Grace or Duty hath; as a hand 
that receives a Prince's Sealed pardon. And 
juſtiſies us not by a Phyſical Operation, but 3s 
2 | af Sub: at 
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an ordinance of God preſcribing our Duty, and 
preſcribing it, as that which hath an aptitude in 
it to be an inſtrumental Cauſe or receptive 
Condition, which no other AR, Grace, or 
Duty hath, and therefore we are no where ſaid 
to be juſtified by them, but only by Faith, upon 
the performance of which Condition God hath 

romiſed we ſhall be juſtihed,and tho we are juſti- 
fied by Faith alone as it is a diſtinct Grace from all 
other Graces, yet to the full enjoyment of all the 
bleſſings of the new Covenant all ot her Graces 
and ſincere Obedience are neceſſary Qualificati- 
ons in the Perſon juſtified ; but can be no cauſe 
of juſtification, for God is the efficient cauſe 
his free Grace the inward moving cauſe : The 
Obedience Death and ſufferings of the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, the material meritorious cauſe, the im- 
putation of them the formal cauſe, Faith the in- 
ſtrumental cauſe, and the Glory of God the 
final cauſe, To fay that other things are the 
Cauſa ſine qua iz, or the cauſe without which 
we are not juſtified, is abſurd, for that is no 
Cauſe which hath no Effect: And as other Gra- 
ces and good Works are no Cauſe of juſtification, 
ſo neither do they give Life and Form unto juſti- 
fying Faith, but it givesLife and Efficacy to 
them. 

That we are juſtified by Faith alone without 
Works is evident by manyScriptures, 3. Rom. 20, 
By the deeds of the Law no Fleſþ can be juſtified,ver. 
28. a Aan is jnſtified by Faith without the deeds 
of the Law. 2. Gal. 16, knowing a Man is not juſti- 
fied by the Works of the Law, but by the Faith of 
Jeſus Chriſt , So alſo, 2. Ey h. 8, 9. 3. Tit. 15. By 
Works in theſe Scriptures are meant the Works of 
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the Moral, not the Ceremonial Law: For it is 
that Law by which Sinners ſhall be Judged, 2. 
Rom. 12. which was written in the Hearts of all 
Men, v. 14. that Law by which is the Knowledge 
of Sin: z. ch. 12, that Law which the Apoſtle 
went about to eſtabliſh: v. 31. which ſaid, Thou 


ſhalt not Covet: 7.ch.7. the Works of which 


if a Man doth he ſhall live in them: 3. Gal, 
12: Which brings under the Curſe, v. 10. Eeſides, 
the inſtance the Apoſtle gives of Abrahams 
being Juſtified, was ſome Hundred of Years be- 
fore the giving of the Ceremonial Law. 

That we are not juſtiſied by Works, is evi- 
dent alſo by Reaſon as well as Scripture; be- 
cauſe Works before Converſion are not pleaſing 
to God, 21. Prov. 27. 13th Art. of the Church 
of England, And Good Works are the Fruit 
of Faith, and follow after Juſtification. Art. 13. 
and therefore can be no Cavſe thereof, When 
it is ſaid we are Juſtified by Faith, we are not 
to underſtand it, as coming in the Room of 
that perfect Obedience required by the firſt Co- 
venant, for it is but a part, and an imperfect 
part of that Righteouſneſs God requires of us : 
But as that which God hath appointed to be the 
Means of Intreſſing us in the perfect Righteoul: 
neſs of Cariſt : For which we are Juſtified. 

That we are juſtified by Faith alone, is alſo 
the Doctrine of the Church of England, 11th 
Art. and the 3d. Ho. of Salvation, faith, Faith 
alone embraceth the Promiſes of God's Mercy 
and the Forgiveneſs of Sins. In that Homily it 
is ſaid ( Conſider diligently theſe words, with- 
out Works by Faith only we receive Remiſſion 
of our Sins: This is the ſtrong Rock of the 
Chriſtian 
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Chriſtian Religion, which advances the Glo 
of God, and beats down the vain Glory of Man; 
which whoſoever denieth is not to he accounted 
for a Chriſtian Man, nor a ſetter forth of God's 
Glory, but an Adverſary to Chriſt and his Goſ- 
pel, and a ſetter forth of Man's Vain-glory). 

In the Praycr after the Communion, we Pray 
God to grant, that by the Merits and Death of 
Jeſus Chriſt, and through Faith in his Blood, 
weand all thy whole Church, may obtain Re- 
miſſion of our Sins. | 

This is coofirmed by the Exerciſe of Faith in 
Prayer, for therein we beg of God, that of his 
Grace and Mercy he wou'd beſtow on us the 
Bleſſings we want, for theMerits of Chriſt.Sure- 
ſurely they that mind their own Prayers cannot 
plead for juſtification by Works. 

To this agree the Confeſſions of the Reform- 
ed Churches, and the Writings of many of the 
Biſhops of the Church of England, who have 
been it's greateſt Lights, as Davenant, Hall, 
Andrews, Prideaux, and others, 

This Doctrine as thus ſtated, as it overthrows 
the Popiſh and Socinian Doctrine of Juſtification 
by Works, ſo alſo the A4ntizomian Doctrines that 
tend to Licentiouſneſs. 


Obj. But it is aſſerted by many, we are Juſti- 
fied by performing the Terms of the New Co- 


venant, and theretore by other Graces as well 
as by Faith, 


Anſm. No Scripture aſſerts we are Juſtified 
by any Graces, but by Faith, nor are they ca- 
pable of it, for they do not apply the Merits of 
| | Chriſt 


. 
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Chriſt to us for Jaſtification, Particularly, we 
are not Juſtified by Repentance; it is true that 
Faith and Repentance always go together, but 
we are not Juſtified by Repentance ; not by Le- 
gal Repentance, as it conſiſts in Sorrow for Sin, 
a Sin makes us liable to Puniſhment, and a fear 
of God's Wrath; on which enſue, in many Per- 
fons purpoſes to abſtain from all Sin, and an 
outward Reformation ; which is Preparatory to 
Juſtifying Faith, and preceeds it: But Saving 
Faith doth not always follow, and therefore we 
are not Juſtify'd by it. As to Evangelical Re- 
pentance, which conſiſts in Sorrowing for Sin 
as contrary to the Holy Nature and Law of God, 
and a hating and forſaking of all Sin both in 
Heart and Life, in Deſire, Reſolution and En- 
deavours, &c. This in the Root of it, is in 
every one that is Juſtified, but in its Acts fol- 
lows Juſtifying Faith as an Effect follows it's 
Cauſe, therefore we are Juſtify'd in order of 
Nature before it and not by it: Hence in ſeveral 
Confeſſions it is put after Faith. 

Nor are we juſtify d by Perſeverance in Ho- 
lineſs, which is another Condition of the New 
Covenant, for then a Perſon cannot be juſti- 
fied as long as he lives. 


Obj. Again it is ſaid, that Faith includes 
all other Graces and Good Works, and there- 
fore we are Juſtify'd by them as well as by 
Faith. 


Anſw. This confounds Faith, other Graces and 
good Works, and ſo hedges in the Doctrine of 
Juſtification by Works, by ſomething called Faith, 

| as 


/ 
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as the Quakers do the like under the Name of 
Chriſt, by which they mean the Light of a Na- 
tural Conſcience. But Faith is a diſtinct Grace 


from all other Graces, and ſo it acts when it 


Tuſtifies. It is indeed the Grace that Unites us 
to Chriſt, and cauſes other Graces to flow in 
the Soul, 7. John 38. but they are not the ſame 
with it. | 


Obj. Again, It is ſaid by ſome, that we are 
Juſtified by Faith as it is founded in the New 
Covenant. 


Anſw. But this cannot be, for then the Blood 


of Chriſt doth no more for them that are Par- 


doned and Saved, than for them that Periſh, for 
the Promiſes of the Covenant are tendred to all 
Promiſcuouſly and Univerſally, 


Obj. Again, It is objected, the Apoſtle James 
aſſerts, we are Juitified by Works and not by 
Faith only, 


Anſw. The ſe Apoſtles Paul and James, ſpeak 
not of the ſame Act of Faith, nor of Juſtification 
in the ſame Sence: For the Apoſtle ames ſpeaks 
only of a Faith of Aſſeut, ſuch as the Devils 
have: But the Apoſtle Paul of a Faith whereby 
we may obtain the Pardon of Sins: And as they 
ſpeak not of the fame Act of Faith, ſo neither 
of Juſtijication in the ſame Sence : The Apoſtle 


James ſpeaks of Juſtiſying our Faith, or making 


it evident to our ſelves and others, that it is true 
and faving by its Works : The Apoſtle Paul of 
the Juſtification of our Perſons in the fight of 
God, 
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God, or how we may obtain the Pardon of our 


Sins, and a right to Eternal Life ; this he aſſerts In 
is by Faith only. 8 
n 
Obj. Again, It is Objected, that many who t 
profeſs to be Saved by the Merits of Chrift, lead I 
Wicked Lives, which fhews they are not Juſti- n 
fied, 11 
F 
Anſm. Such, Whatſoever they Profeſs, do F 
not reall y in the ſight of God, relie on the Me- 0 
rits of Chriſt for Salvation, for Juſtify ing Faith EE 
iprings from a Principle of all Heavenly Graces, ti 
and is not in any who are not renewed by N 
the Holy Ghoſt. Such may have a Notional © I 
Knowledge of Salvation by the Merits of Chriſt, b 
but the practical Working of their Souls is con- 0 
trary. If Perſons have not had a ſight of Sin ö 
and Miſery, and their need of a Saviour, they IM 
will never hate and forſake Sin, and flee to . 
Chriſt for Refuge. Notwithſtanding theſe Ob- tt 
jections it is evident then, that we are Juſtified | Ll 
by Faith alone. N 
Vet how many of the Clergy (not of, but in Cc 
the Church of England) teach Juſtification by“ t 
| a gawarious Notions ? One Preached that by our | 18 
| 1.4 Good? we expiate the Guilt of Sin, and by our I th 
| Repentance we compenſate for our Sinfulneſs, L. 


And this is aſlerted in a Book of Tho. a Kemp. 
recommended to the World by Dr. Stanhope, 2 


Dean of Canterbury. But this is to place our Ou 
own Works in the room of Chriſt's Righteoul- in 
neſs, and render it uſeleſs. I 
| ; Ir, 


Others 2 


many of the Clergy, &c. 111 


Others tell us, if we would be Saved, we 
muſt Believe the Articles of the Creed, and do 
good Works; this indeed we muſt do, but we 
may do this and Periſh, for to Believe the Ar- 

ticles of the Creed, is no more than the Faith of 
Devils, and by our good Works we can be no 
more Juſtified than the Proud Phariſce, 18. Luke 
14. And one that Preached this, aſſerted inthe 
ſame Sermon, that to Preach Juſtification by 
Faich alone, was the way to make Men Hypo- 
crites. 
One Preached in two Sermons, without men- 
| tioning any thing of Faith in Chriſt; that the 
Means to obtain the Pardon of our Sins and Eter- 
nal Life, on the Churches part, was Abſolution 
by che Miniiter and the Celebrating of the Sa- 
craments: And on our part good Works. 
But generally they Preach, that by our good 
Works, or Vertue and Religion, we may be 
| Juſtified, and ſeem to intend no more thereby 
| than that Moral Honeſty that was found among 
the Heathens, whole Principle was Nature, whoſe 
| Rule was natural Reaſon, and whoſe end was to 
| compenſate for Sin and purchaſe Heaven, and 
thereby overthrow that Holy Obedience which 
is acceptable in the ſight of God. And for 
| this they plead, 19. Mark 17. 10. Luke 28. 
| | where our Saviour bids the Young Man and the 
: | Lawyer, if they would inherit Eternal Life, 
. Heep the Commands of God. But can we imagine 
N our Bleſſed Saviour preſcribed to them the keep- 
ing of the Law as the Means to obtain Eternal 
Lite, by which he knew they could not obtain 
it, for there is not a Juſt Man, on Earth that 
aoth good and ſinneth not, 7. Eccleſ. 20. 1. Jos 
I. 8. 
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1. 8. And curſed is every one that continueth not in 


in all things that are written in the Lam to do them, z. 
Gal. 10. therefore our Saviour only referred 


their Conſciences to the Law, which is the rule 


of our Obedience; that examining themſelves 
thereby, they might be ſenſible of their Sin and 
Miſery, their need of a Saviour and his Merits 
to free them from that miſery, and be provoked 
to fly to him to be ſaved from the wrath to come. 

But becauſe they find themſelves defective as 
to the practice of Moral vertnes; that they may 
quiet their Conſciences, without relying on the 
Merits of Chriſt for Salvation, they aſſert that 
Chriſt Merited the relaxation of the Law, fo 
that God doth not now require of us perfect, 
but only ſincere Obedience, ſuch as weare able 
to perform. 

It is granted God doth not require of us perfect 
Obedience as the Condition of obtaining eternal 
Life, yet he requires of us perfect Obedience to 
diſcover to us our Sin, and obnoxiouſneſs to the 
curſe of the Law: For it binds all Perſons to the 
Obedience thereof, yea in Heaven all the Subjects 
of that Glorious Kingdom will be bound eter- 
nally to love God themſelves and one another. 
Therefore we being Sinners, in this caſe we have 
no relief but by beholding the Lamb of God that 
takes away the Sins of the World. The Law 
as Moral is not the Subject of divine diſpenſation 
as the-Schoolmen generally grant.For it being a 
repreſentation of Gods Holyneſs and Righteouſ- 
neſs in his governing of his Creatures, there can 
beno alteration made therein, ſeeing with God 
there is no variableneſs or Shadow of changing: 


Beſides it would leave no Standard of hy A 
neſs 
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neſs, but only a Lesbian Rule which turns it ſelf 
unto the Light and abilities of Man. Moreover, 
it is diſnonorable to the mediation of Chriſt, 
making him a Miniſter of Sin, not by way of 
Satisfaction and Merit, whereby he takes away 
the guilt of it from the Church, but by taking 
away its nature and demerit Beſides, there is no 
intimation in Scripture of any ſuch relaxation, 
but on the contrary it is plainly affirmed, that 
| Chriſt came not to deſtroy the Law but to fulfiil it. 
5. Mat. 17 And we are required to love the Lord 
i with all our Soul, Might and trength. | 
. Thus I have endeavoured to make evident 
) this great Goſpel truth of Juſtification by Faith 
3 alone, which is oppoſed, ſcorned and derided by 
© many of the Clergy in the Church of E-, gland, 
altho it appears evident from clear Scrip- 
ture, and is a Doctrine owned by Proteſtant 
| Churches and theChurch of England in her Arti- 
cles Homilies and Liturgy, which they have given 
aſſent and conſent to: it is therefore a wonderful 
thing how theſe Men can quiet their Conſciences. 
For the Scheme which they ſupply us withal 
can give no relief to a Conſcience troubled with 
the ſenſe of Sin and Guilt; for to tell ſuch a 
Perſon that if he will be ſaved, he muſt keep the 
commands of God, is the way to terrifie him, 
becauſe there is none that doth good, and Sin- 
neth not: And if you ſuppoſe he could keep the 
commands of God for the future ; it cannot make 
Satisfaction for Sins already committed. And 
Jet all per ſons, altho they differ in other things, are 
naturally prone to truſt to ſome thing in or done 
by themſelves for obtaining Pardon and Eternal 
Life; as Heathens, . Jews, Papiſis, Qua- 


Yi, 
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Soc ini ant and Arminians, Cain thought to be 
accepted for his Sacrifices, the Heathen think to 

make God a Debtor to them by the value of theic 

Works, this was a notion the Fews were wed. 

ded to, and this was the Apoſtle Pauls ſenti. 

ment before his Converſion, 3. Phil. 7. The 

Papiſts plead for it, as alſo many amongſt our. 

felvesz and this ariſeth from that Pride that is na. 
turally in all Men, not to think ſo meanly of 

themſelves that they can do nothing that they can 
obtainEternal Life by, but muſt ſeek for happine(; 
out of themſelves in another, When as th: 

Doctrine of juſtification by Faith alone is ful 
relief to a Conſcience troubled with the ſenſe of 

Sin and Guilt; for by our ſurety we may anſwer 
the demands of the Law, and by Faith the de- 
mands of the Goſpel, for when our Hearts dil 

quiet us, the Law amazes us, the Devil accuſes us, 

- our own Conſciences charge us, where can we 
nad Peace for our ſelves ? Where is there a diſ. 

charge againſt the Law, and an anſwer to Satan 

and our own Conſciences but by Faith in Chriſt 
who hath vindicated the Law, conquered Satan, 
and hath Blood pony to beſprinkle our Con- 
ſciences and waſh us from our Guilt ? The Apo- 
ſtle Paul tried all other ways, but found nothing 
could bring Peace to his Soul but Faith in Chriſt. 
5. Rom. 1. Being juſtified by Faith we have Peace 
with God. | 

Let us not therefore in our believing, joyn our 
own Righteouſneſs with Chriſts, tho it appear 

in its utmoſt Glory; it being of dangerous con- 
ſequence. For it makes the Death and Sufferings 


of Chriſt to be in vain, 2. Gal. 21. gives Cauſeof 
glorying in our ſelves, 4. Ram. 2. makes the reward 


to be of Debt, not of Grace, ver. 4. And is by the 


"4 
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Apoſtle Paul ter med a falling from Grace, 5. Gal. 
And will deceive us to our Eternal ruine. 
- Eighthly, The Eighth particular to be conſider- 
ed for clearing of this Doctrine is, the Time when 
we are juſtiſicd. Some ſay we are juſtified from 
Eternity, and our pardon only manifeſted in time. 
God indeed hath decreed the pardoning of the 
Elect Believers before the Foundation of the 
World, but they are not aduallypardoned till they 
believe: For before Time, there was no Man 
Created, no Sin committed, no Saviour pro- 
miſed, no Law Publiſhed, no Duty of Faith 
performed, therefore no Man juſtified:But vponthe 
rſt act of a true Faith in Chriſt, perſons are put in- 
to a Juſtified State, and all their paſt Sins are actu- 
ally Pardoned, and all their future Sins are ver- 
tually, tho not actually Pardoned, for the ir Faith 
unites them to Chriſt, and there is no Condem- 
nation to them that are in Chriſt. 8. Non. 1. 
and they that are Juſtified, can never fall from 
a Juſtified State, for God having put his Fear 
in ey Hearts, they can never totally and fi- 


- nally depart from hin Bur future Sin is not 
actually Pardoned by the firſt act of a lively Faith, 
as ſome aſſert, for future Sin is not Sin till it be 


committed, and fo not capable of Pardon, and 
therefore our Bleſſed Saviour teacheth us to pray 
for the Forgiveneſs of our daily Treſpaſſes; 
which would be a Mocking of God, if by the 
firſt act of Faith we did obtain a general Pardon 
of our Sins to our Lives end, therefore we muſt 
not reſt in our firſt Act o Believing, but beg the 
daily Pardon of our Sins: new Sins muſt have 
new Pardons, hence Chriſt is ſet forth not only 
by the Yearly but the Daily Sacrifices, therefore 
we ſhould not dare to lie down in our Beds, till 
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we have applied our ſelves to a Dying Chriſt 
for the Pardon of our Sins the Day palt. 
Ninthly, and Laſtly, let us conſider, on what 
the Continuance of our Juſtification doth de- 
nd: And that is by Daily renewed Acts of 
aith. We muſt renew Solemn Adis of Faith 
and Repentance after great Tranſgreſſions, and 
a general Act of Faith (accompanied with Re- 
ntance) after Daily Iofirmities, whereby we 
ay hold on the Merits and Satisfaction of Chriſt, 
Faith produces Godly Sorrow, Repentance and 
other Graces, which are ſo far necellary to the 
continuation of our Juſtification, that it is not 
without them: But yet it is Faith alone, as it 
relies on the Satisfaction and Merits of Ghriſt 
for Pardon that relieves the Soul againſt it's 
Guilt, 1. John 2. 1, 2. If any Man Sin, we 
have an Advocate with the Father, Feſus ' brift 
the Righteous, and he is the Propitiation for our 
Sins. Believers after renewed Tranſgreſſions, 
do not leave the Prayer of the Publican, and 
betake themſelves to the Prayer of the Phariſce, 
but apply themſelves to the Grace and Mercy 
of God through the Mediation of Chriſt for 


Pardon, whereby they are continued ina Juſti- 
fied State. 


of 
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CAnctification, altho' it be not the procuring 
Cauſe of Salvation, that being only the 
Satisfaction and Merits of Chriſt, yet it is of 
abſolute neceſlity, with reſpect to the Decree 
of Election, it being through Santtification, 1. 
Pet. 1, 2. With reſpe& to the Mediation of 
Chriſt, one end of which is to purify to him- 
ſelf a peculiar People, 2. Tit. 14. And with re- 
ſpect to the Truth of our Profeſſion, for we 
are but Nominal Chriſtians without it. Alſo 
with reſpect tothe Glory of God in this World, 
15. John 8. And with reſpect to our Everlaſting 
Enjoyment of Heayen, for withoue Holineſs no 
Man ſhall ſee the Lord, 12. Heb. 14, And it is 
the All that God requires of us, for it com- 
_ the Whole Duty of Man; and there- 
ore it is needful for us to know what it is, 
and apply our ſelves to the Practice of it. 

The Deſcription of which take as follows. 

It is a Work of the Holy Spirit, whereby 
Believers are inabled to Die more and more 
to Sin, and to live unto God, in a ſincere re- 
ſpect to all his Commands, both internal and 
external, which are the Rule of their accep- 
tance. 

In this Deſcription we may take Notice. 
Firſt, Of the Author of Sanctification, and 
that is the Holy Spirit, he it is that inables Be- 
| e lie vers 
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lievers to perform all Acts of Holy Obedience, 
and hence in Scripture we are ſaid to be guided, 
led, acted, and walk after the Spirit: Ne it is that 
excites and actually enables Believers to the Acts 
of Holy Obedience. Accordingly a true Believer 
is ſenſible that without the aid of the Spirit 
he can do nothing to which Salvation is an- 
nexed, but withal knows he can do all things 


through the Spirit of Chriſt ſtrengthning of him, 


and therefore lives Daily in Dependance on 
him to inable him to his Duty. This is the 
New Covenant Spirit which Nature is a ſtranger 
to: And in the 1oth Arr. of the Church of EN. 
land, is. called the Spirits working with us. 
But many Clergy-men dire& not People to 
depend on the Spirit for aſſiſtance, but only 
to make Vows, and Refolve upon New Obedi- 
dience, and if they break them, they muſt make 
ſtronger Vows ; and hence it is, that upon Con- 
vicrion of Sin, People make Vows of Reform- 
ing their Lives, without having recourſe to 
the Holy Spirit to enable them thereunto. 
Secondly, The Subjects of Sanctification, and 
they are Beljevers : It is for them only our Sa- 
viour Prays for this Mercy, 17. John 17. 19. 
Faith is the Inſtrumental . auſe of Holineſs, 7. 
. Ads 19. Purifying their Hearts by Faith, for all 
Grace and Holineſs is Treaſured up in Chriſt 
fo Head of his Chnrch, and we receive nothing 
om him (except the firſt Grace) but by Faith 
whereby we are united to him as Members of 
his Myitical Body; none but Believers therefore 
are SanAificd : But thoſe Men before mentioned 
affirming Chriſt to be only à Political Head, and 
Fot a Head of Vital Influences to his 9 
„ d do 
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do (quently deny all Acts that deſetve the 
Name of Holy Obedience and Sanctification. 

Thirdly, In the Deſcription, we may obſerve 
the Parts of Sanctification, namely, firſt, Mor- 
tification, and Secondly, Vivification. | 
Firſt, Mortification of Sin, this is a Duty 
commanded in Scripture, as in 3. Rom, 13. 3. 
Col. 5. where the Apoſtle reckons up ſeveral. 
of the Deeds of the Fleſh which are to be Mor- 
tified, as Adultery, Fornication, Murder, Drunk- 
enneſs, Theft, Extortion, Reviling, Deceit, Back- 
biting, Covetouſneſs, Maliciouſneſs, Envy, Pride, 
being Defpiteful, Unplacable, Unmerciful, with- 
out Natural Affection, & c. and declares that 
they that do ſuch things ſhall not inherit the 
Kingdom of Heaven; that is except, they Re. 
pent. Therefore a Believer, if oyertaken with 
a fault, doth truly Repent of it, and fights a- 
gainft all Sin; and ſubdues it ſo that it doth not 
Reign in the Soul. A Believer oppoſeth the 
corruption of his Nature, by a vigorous exerciſe 
of Grace and growing therein: He Warts alſo 
againſt particular Lults, eſpecially thoſe he finds 
himſelf moſt inclined to: And becauſe there 
is no particular Luſt in the Heart of a Believer, 
but there is alſo a particular Grace to oppoſe a- 
gainſt it, if he findsPride exert it ſelf, he oppoſeth 
it withHumility; if cauſeleſs Anger,withPatience 
and Meekneſs; if unclean Thoughts, he endca- 
yours to maintain Chaſt ones: If inordinate 
Love of the World, he acts Love to God: If 
Envy, he oppoſeth it with Contentation : If 
Hypocriſte, with Sincerity, and the like. A 
Behever alſo looks into his Life to ſee what 
Evil Practices are there, in Converſings with 
God in Duties of Worſhip, in his Dealings 

14 b with 


-120 The Religion of 
with Men, what there is of Unrighteouſneſs or 
ncharitableneſs; and in Government of him. 
If, whit there is of Intemperance : And what- 
ſoever Sin he finds himſelt Guilty off, he ſets 
himſelf againſt it, and endeavours to deſtroy it: 
He maintains a League with no Sin, but fights 
againſt it: And eſpecially he ſets himſelf againſt 
his Special Sin that he finds himſelf moſt incli. 
ned to, tho? it be a pleaſurable or a profitable 
one. 

Thus we have ſeen how Believers have a con- 
ſtant Conflict with Sin, deſcribed large'y 7. Kn. 
The aſſiſtants ro the Fleſh are the Devil and the 
World : The affiſtants to Grace, are the Holy 
Spirit, Bleſſed Angels, Miniſters and Sanctified 

hriſtians ; The Believer's Armour are Chriſtian 
Graces, 6. Eph. 14. to 18. And the more we 
exerciſe them with Prayer and Watchfulneſs, 
the ſtronger, the ſafer we are. The event of 
this War in this Life, uſually is Victory, where- 
by Sin is fo kept under, that altho* it make op- 
polition, and endeavour to regain it's loſt Sove- 
reigniry, yet it is unſucceſsful. The final e- 
ven: of this War is compleat Victory: For Be- 
lievers are not only inabled to withſtand in the 
Evil Day of Temptation, but haying done all 
and fuld the War, to ſtand Victorious in the 
Field, and ſee all their Enemies ſubdued : For 
whea the Apoſtle Pax! had fought this good 
Fight, finiſhed his Courſe, and kept the Faith; 
from thenceforth there was laid up not only 
for him, but all true Believers a Crown of 
Glory, for the ſake of our dear Redeemer, 


But 
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But theſe Clergy- men denying that Chriſt 


is a Head of Vital Influence to his Myſtical 


Body, whereby they receive ſtrength from him 
to Lie to Sin, and live to Newneſs to Life, caſk 
themſelves out of the Verge of «© briſtianity, and 
do not really mortifie din, but indulge them- 
ſelves in ſome Fin or other, and thoſe of them 
who diſown Original Sin, and hold Luſt and 
Concupiſence to be no Sin (contrary to the 
Tenth Commandment) will never endeavour to 
Mortifie it. And if we obſerve the Lives and 
Converſations of thoſe who deny the Opera- 
tions of the Spirit, as the Quakers and thoſe 
of the Clergy generally who own no more of 
the Operations of the Spirit, than exciting the 
Will by Mcral Arguments, we ſhall find that 
they are ſo far from Mortifying the Deeds of 
the Fleſh, that they ſeem to exceed others in 
Pride, Malice, Railing, Covetouſneſs, Ambiti- 
on and Contentions, without the leaſt Diſcove- 
ry of Benignity to any that differ from them 
only about indifferent Circumſtances of Wor- 
ſhip. ' 

. The Second Part of Holy Obedience, 
conſiſts in living unto God in the exerciſe of 
internal Graces, and performing external Acts 
of Holy Obedience. | 

Firſt, In the Exerciſe of Internal Graces: As 
a Lively Faith, Repentance unto Life, Loving 
God above all, and our Neighbour as our ſelves : 
A Filial Fear of God, Humility, Self-denial, Ho- 
ly Zeal, Meekneſs, Patience, a lively Hope and 
Spiritual Joy. Without fome of theſe for their 
Principle, as Faith and Love, our Moral Acts 
of Obedience are but Heatheniſh Vertues : 575 

race 
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theſe internal Graces Springing from the Foun. 
= rain of Spiritual Light, are not comprehend. 
11 ded in their Beauty without a Principle of the 
fame Light communicated to us by the Holy- 
i Ghoſt: Ard therefore are feldom treated of 
by thoſe Men, and if ory be, how imperfect are 
their definitions of them: 


I ſhall therefore endeavopr to ſhew the true 
nature of theſe Graces, and how theſe Perſons 
reject and ſcorne ſeveral of them. and, 

Firſt, of ſaving Faith, which Unites us to 
Chriſt, whereby we receive vital Influences 
from him, for Union muſt go before Commu- 
nion. This is the Grand Principle that moveth 
otherGraces,and cauſeth them to flow in the Soul. 
7. John. 38,39.to which there is as much promiſed 
as to the keeping of the whole Law, 16. Mark. 
16. And therefore deſer ves our diligent enquiry 
into the true nature of it. 

The definition of which is as follows, 

> It is a Grace of the Holy Spirit, wrought in 
tl.e Soul of a convinced Sinner, by the promiſes 

of the Goſpel, whereby he not only aſſents to 

the truths in the Scripture, but receives Chriſt in 

allhis Offices, and relies on the Grace and Mercy 
of God, through the Satisfaction and Merits of 
Chriſt alone for Salvation. 

In this definition we may obſerve, 

Wb oxi is the Author 7 Faith, and that is 
the Holy Spirit, 2. Eph. 8. for by Grace you are 
faved . Faith, and that = of 5 eh : 
It is the Gift of God, that is of the Spirit. Where 

 fome make the efficient cauſe to be their own 
free Wills excited by moral Arguments; and 
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not. | 
Secondly, the Subjett of ſaving Faith, is the 


Soul of a convinced Sinner. For without ſome. 


Conviction there is no ground for believing, ge- 
nerally Speaking. This ſome of the Clergy ſcoff 
at, and in a way of drollery tell us, Perſons work 
their Fancies into great Terrors and Fears of 
the Wrath of God, and his natural juſtice, and 


then they think it is time to look upto Chriſt and 


ſee his fullneſs. But theſe Operations of the Holy 


Gholt in order to believing, which they deride, 


I pray God they may experience in their own 
Souls, that ſo they may flte to Chrilt to be ſaved 
from the Wrath to come. 
Thirdly, the Special Object of ſaving Faith is 
Chriſt, conſidered in the Exellency of his perſon 
as God and Man, in the Execution of his Offices, 
whereby he is fit to repair the diſhonour of God, 
and the fallen Eſtate of Man. But theſe Men 
make the Object of Faith to be his Doctrine only, 
altho the Apoſtle tells us. 26: Acts. 18. we are ſan- 
(tified by Faith that is in him, not Faith in his word 
ſevered from his Perſon ; and there can be no true 


Faith in Chriſt, if we do not conſider him in his 


Perſon ſatisfying and meriting for us. Chriſt muſt 
be believed in as God gave him; now, God gave 
him as his only beloved Son, as a Perſon not a 
Doctrine: Not but that we are alſo to believe 
the Doctrine which he publiſhed. 

Fourthly, the Acts of ſaving Faith, which are 
not only an aſſent that Chriſt is the Son of God, 
and died for Sinners, but alſo a receiving him in 
all his Offices, and a relieing on his atisfaction 
and merits alone for Salyation. But he that ſhall 
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aſſert this, is derided and ſcoff d at, for thoſe Men 
make Faith to conſiſt only in an Aſſent. This it 
is granted is the Root of Faith, and ſaving Faith 
cannot be without it: But the whole Eſſence of 
Faith doth not conſiſt therein, as they make it; 
and therefore we need not wonder, they deny 
we are juſtified by Faith alone; it being an Act 
of the Underſtanding only, when as Faith in- 
cludes an Act of the will, 10. Rom. 10. Nor is it 
the condition of Eternal Life,it being in the very 
Devils. 11. Mark. 24. nor doth it Unite us to 
Chriſt, it being in Wicked Men. But faving 
Faith is a receiving Chriſt in all his Offices; and 
a reſting on him alone for Salvation. This Ad 
of Reliance is expreſt in Scripture, by believing 
in Chriſt and on bim, Phraſes not found in any 
Heathen Author. It is one thing to believe Chriſt 
is the Son of God. and what Doctrine he dcli- 
vered is true: And another thing to believe in 
him, which includes an Act of Reliance: And 
hence in the Creed it is ſaid I believe in God the 
Father, in Jeſus Chriſt, and in the Holy-Ghoſt, 
and not only that I believe God the Father, Son, 
and Holy-Ghoſt ; and the 1ſt Homily of Salvation 
faith, Che that believeth there was a Ceſar, and 
his Commentaries to be true, cannot properly be 
ſaid to believe in Ceſar.) Faith is alſo expreſt by 
coming to Chriſt, and Fleeing to him as the 
Maa Slayerdid to the City of refuge, which are 
lively Scripture Expreſſions of Faith, and 
therefore it is from the Wickedneſs of Mens 
Hearts, that they are Blaſphemed by many a- 
mongſt us at this Day. 
And thus we have ſeen the nature of ſavin 
Faith which the juſt do live by, 1. Rom. 17. * 
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hath the fullneſs of all Grace, and whatſoever 
Grace we want, is to be had from him: And 
whatſoever Grace there is in Chriſt, is made ours 
by Faith. Other Graces are profitable for ſome 
things, but this Grace tor all, for the Life that 
now is, and for that which is to come; and it is 
that which doth denominate us Chriſtians. For 
they are no where in Scripture called Lovers, 
Hopers, or Repenters, but Believers : They there- 
fore that deny this Grace deſerve not the Name 
of Chriſtians. | 
Secondly, an other great Goſpel Grace is Re- 
ance, which together with Faith was the 
Summ of the Apoſtle Paul's Preaching, 20. Acts. 
21. This is the Grace whereby a Believer being 
convinced ofthe Evil of Sin and the Mercy ofGod 
in Chriſt to Penitent Believers doth humble 
himſelf for it, with Godly Sorrow, ſelf abhor- 
rence, and hatred of it, Praying for Pardon, and 
Strength againſt ir, and forſaking it with full pur- 
poſe of Heart, and walkes before God in the 
practice of all known Duties. | 
That part of this Grace, which conſiſts in hu- 
miliatien, and godly Sorrow for Sin, ariſing from 
conviction of Sin and Guilt is ſaid vy ſome to be 
but Artifice, the effect of Ignorance and the 
working of a heated Fancy, for Chriſt came not 
to raiſe ſuch Earthquakes in our Minds. Altho 
without a due Senſe of Sin and Guilt, no Man 
will be humbled for it, hate it or forſake it: Fools 
makg a Mock of Sin, 14. Prov. 9. But he that is 
convinced ofthe Evil of itsNature and theWrath 
of God due for the ſame, finds it a heavy Bur- 
then and conſtant disquietment, and enquires 
after a deliverance. And we find Chriſt * 
| , 
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his Apoſtles were not of theſe Men's mind; 
aur Saviour calls the weary and heavy Laden to 


come to him, the Apoſtle Paul aſſerts a Spirit of 


Bondage; and the Apoſtle James, calls upon us 


to be Aflicted and Morru and Weep, and bumble 


aur ſelues ; and in the general Confeſſion at the 
Communion we ſay we are heartily ſorry for our 
Sins, the remembrance of them is-grievous, the 
Burt hen of them intollerable; and that with great 
reaſon, for Sin of all things in the World calls for 
Sorrow, a broken Law for a broken Heart, de. 
ſpair in ourſelves for a lively Hope in our Saviour, 
and a crucified Chriſt for a Mourning Eye. How 
{ad is it therefore that we live in an Age where- 
in theſe things are prophanly Scoffed at? 

/ Thirdly, an other Internal Grace which we 
are to live in the Exerciſe of, is the Loving of Go 
above al. This fome of our Moderns do not 
according to their own declared Principles, 
for none ſince the fall but a True Reliever can 
Love God above all: And they are not ſuch 
for they Scoff at that Eſſential Act of Faith, Re- 
lieing on the Merits and Satisfaction of Chriſt 
for Salvation. Beſides they difown the Juſtice of 
God to be natural to him altho' it be one of his 
Eſſential Attributes, and he can no more ceaſe 
tobe God, than ceaſe to be Juſt. He is a Holy 
God that will by no means, clear the Guilty. 
They may indeed pretend to Love God as they 
. him made up all of Love and Mercy, but 
take the Grace and Mercy of God as it is in him, 
in conjunction with his Holy ne ſs, ju ſtice and 
Truth, and there is nothing that a natural Man 
more diſlikes, 


Fourthly, 
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Fourthly, another Grace, is Loving the Perſon 
of Chriſt, as well as his Laws. In Scripture he 
is repreſented as having two Natures in one Per- 
ſon, and faid to be the expreſs Image of Gods 
Perſon, and in the Creed we profeſs to believe in 
Chriſts Perſon; and we have all the reaſon in 
the World to Admire and Love the Perſon of 
Chriſt; tor it is upon Account of his per ſonal 


Satisfaction and Merits that believers are par- 


doned, it 1s by his Spirit ſent by him they are 
quickened, Strengthned and Comforted, and it 
is upon his perſonal Account their Sincere Obe- 
dience is rewarded. And yet theſe Men deride 
in the higheſt degree, any that pretend to Loye 
the Perſon of Chriſt; and thereby take the di- 
direct way to promote. ®uakeriſm, for they diſ- 
own the Perſon of Chriſt, and make him to be 
only the light of a Natural Conſcience which 1s 
theſame thing with the HeatheniſnVertues which 
theſe Clergy Men would reduce our Religion to. 
Fifthly, another Object of Love is our Neighbour, 
whom we are to Love as ourſelves, doing all the 
ood we can to them in their Souls, Bodies 
ames and and Eſtates: And having a Hearty 
Complacency in what is truly lovely in them. 


This is that which the Love of God infallibly 


produceth ; is the evidence of a ſaving Faith, by 
which we reſemble God, imitate Chrift, and are 
cemented together amongſt ourſelves ; the Summ 
of which is, that we do to others, as we would 
be done unto. But theſe Clergy-men inſtead of 
this, do all the Miſchief they can to thoſe that 
never injured them, but would do them all the 
good they can : For if others differ from them 
in their Opinions and Practices about * 
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ſtances in Worſhip, which they themſelves ſay 
are but Indifferent things, and have no warrant 
from Scripture, they do hate, revile, and rail 
at them in their Sermons, and would perſecute 
them to the Death, if they had Power in their 
Hands, now, where is the Morality of theſe 
Men in which they place all their Religion? 

Sixthly, an other Grace, of the Holy Spirit is 
Humility. Humble Perſons have low 1 houghts of 
themſelves, they know, they have not Power to 
convert themſelves, to reſiſt Iemptations, mortifie 
Corruptions, bear Afflictions patiently, or per- 
form Duties acceptably, and therefore live in 
dependance on the Spirit of Chriſt for Aid and 
Aſliſtance: But theſe Clergy mens Arminian 
Tenets inſtil Pride into them, and give them 
cauſe to boaſt in their own Power to turn to God 
when they will. 

It is from the Pride of Men, that Arminian 
Tenets have obtained ſo much in the World, and 
rob God of that Honour that is due to him for 
thoſe Spiritual bleſſings he beſtows upon us. Did 
theſe Perſons ſeriouſly conſider, that God reſiſts 
the Proud, and that one great deſign of God's 
contrivance of the Work of Redemption by Jeius 
Chriſt, was, that no Fleſh ſhould Glory in his Pre- 
ſence, 1. Cor. 1.19. And did they conſider who it 
is that maketh any to differ from an other. 1. Cor. 4. 
7. they would ſee cauſe to have other Thoughts 
of themſelves than they have. a 

Seventhly, Another Grace is Self-denzal ; 
without this we cannot be Chriſtꝰs Diſiples, 8. 
Mark, 34. This Grace doth not conſiſt in denying 
what we are, or what good God hath wrought 
in us, or done by us: Nor in doing any thing 
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denying our ſelves the needful Comforts of this 


Life: Nor in renouncing our rectified Reaſon in 
matters of Religion, by an implicite Faith, Be- 
dieving as the Church Believes, and following our 
\ Teachers Blindfold. But 

First, In denying our own Carnal Reaſon, as 
" Jufficient to comprehend Divine Myſteries, and 


in ſubjecting our reaſon to the word of Faith. 
But theſe Men whom I have ſo often mention'd 
give Carnal Reaſon an aſcendant over Divine Re- 


velation, and will believe the Myſteries of the 
_ Goſpel no further than they can comprehend them --: 


by their reaſon; which isto ſuppoſe finite, can 


comprehend infinite, and overthrows all Divine 
Faith, and the higheſt reaſon; it being moſt rea- 
ſonable to believe a thing, upon the Authority of 


God revealing it. 


Secondly, in denying a ſufficiency in ourſelves 
to do any thing to which Salvation is imediately 


_ annexed, and in living in a continual dependance 


on Chriſt to that end. This is the new Covenant 


Spirit which Nature is a Stranger to: But theſe 


People Dream they have a Power to repent and 
turn to God of themſelves. _ 


Thirdly, as to the moſt difficult Part of ſelf. 


_ denial, namely, denying our our own Righteouſ- 
neſs in point of Juſtification, and relieing to that 


end only, on what Chriſt hath done and ſuffered 
in the ſtead of Sinners, this they ſcoff at, aliho? 
without it there is no Salvation. 

As to that part which conſiſts, in deny ing all 
ungodlineſs, and Worldy Luſts; the World can 
tell how well ſome of them deny themſelves there- 
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Eighthly, an other Grace is Holy Zeal, which 
is moſt fervent about the eſſentials of Chriſtianity, 
and cooler about Circumſtances of Worſhip : By 
theſe Men are Zealons about indifferent Ceremo- 
nies, more than for the Eſſentials of Chriſtianity, 
as is evident by their practices. 2 * 
Ninthly, another Grace we are to live in the 
Exerciſe off, is a lively Hope of Salvation ; Con- 
ſiſtiag in a Believers Comfortable expectation 
from God, upon Account of his free Grace and 
Mercy in Chriſt, all the good contained in Gods 
_ gracious Promiſes, which he hath not already 
received, upon his performing the Conditions 
thereof, namely, Faith, Repentance and ſincere 
Obedience. But they teach Perſons to hope for 
Salvation, upon account of their Moral Honeſty, 
altho' Perſons may be Morally Honeſt, who 
never were Regenerated, nor Believe in Chriſt, 
and ſo muſt PeriſhEternally; and how fad is it 
that they delnde Poor Souls with ſuch hopes of 
Heaven, as will leave them at laſt in the Hand: 
of Tormenting Devils, if God do not prevent 
it with his Grace. | 
* Tenthly and Laſtly, Another Grace we arc 
. commanded to Live in the Exerciſe of, is Spiritual 
Foy, 4. Phil. 4. Rejoyce in the Lord always : And 
it hath been che Temper of True Believers to 
- rejoyce under the Hopes of the Glory of God, 
J. Rom. 2. It is granted, when they have been 
guilty of Scandalous Sins, they have no ground 
for Joy, till they have Solemnly kumbled their 
Souls, and renewed freſh Acts of Faith and Re- 
pentance particularly for ſuch Sins: But when 
they walk uprightly before God, having the 
Witness of the Spirit and the Teſtimony of their 
bd te 1 like own 
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own Conſciences, 8. Rom. 16. 2. Cor, I. 12. 
that they have performed the Terms of the 
New Covenant, and being aſſured they cannot 
finally and totally fall from a State of Grace, they 
have cauſe to Joy in the worſt of Times. 

But according to theſe Clergy-men's Princi- 
ples, how can they have true Spiritual Joy? 
They may indeed have ſome kind of Peace, a. 
rifing out of Moral Vertues, becauſe of their 
Congruity ro Reaſon, bur this muſt be weak and 
— becapſe they have nothing of Faith 
in Chriſt, to oppoſe againſt the Crimes the 
Conſciences of the greateſt Moraliſts Charges 
them with ; And they denying the true Nature 
of Saving Faith, by which we baue Peace with 
God, 5. Rom. 1. they can have no other than 
the Joy of the Hypocrite. Beſides, they aſſert- 
ing falling away from a ſtate of Grace, if they 
ſuppoſe _—_ are in a ſtate of Salvation to Day, 
they may for ought they know be in a ſtate of 
Damnation to Morrow : And therefore how can 
ſuch rejoyce in the Lord, under the Hopes of 
the Glory of God ? | 

And thus we have ſeen how theſe Clergy- 
men's Religion conſiſts not in the Exerciſe of 
Internal Graces : And indeed all Unregenerate 
Perſons cannot Live in the exerciſe of the Graces 
ef the Spirit, becauſe they want a Principle of 
Spiritual Life; but many times endeavour to 
make up what is wanting herein by a multitude 
of external Acts of Superſtition, wherein the 
true Nature of Hypocriſie doth conſiſt. 

Secondly, The Second Part of Vivification con- 
ſiſts in the performance of external Ads of Piety 
towards God, Juſtice _ Charity towards our 
88 A Nei- 
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Neighbour, and Temperance with reſpect to our- 
ſelves: But theſe Duties materially conſidered 
may be performed by Wicked Men, and many 
Heathens have been exemplary for the perfor. 
mance of ſecond Table Duties, and yet were not 
ſuch as God would accept and Eternally reward; 
for to conſtitute them ſuch, they muſt 
Firſt, ſpring from a Principle of Faith and 
Love : The Tree muſt be good, or elſe the Fruit 
cannot be fo. 7. «Hat. 17. 18. All Acts that de- 
ſerve the Name of Holyneſs Spring from Faith, 
Namely Faith in the Precept as the Rule, Faith 
in the Promiſe of a reward as an incouragement, 
and Faith in the Mediator as a Ground of Accep- 
tation, for without Faith it is impoſlible to 
pleaſe God. 11. Heb.6.They muſt Spring alfo from 
Love toGod : Love is his Right in every Service; 
he requires the Heart inthe firſt place ; without 
this , no Service we perform is accepted of him. 
Secondly, they muſt be guided by a Right Rule, 
Namely the Word of God ; elſe we cannot 
expect God will accept and reward them, but 
that he will ſay to us another Day who hath re. 
uired theſe things at your Hands ? The inbred 
ight of Nature indeed gives great direction as 
to Moral Good and Evil. 2. Rom. 14. 15. But it 
is not the Rule of Goſpel Holyneſs as ſuch : For 
{ome commands of the Goſpel, the Light of Na- 
ture knows nothing of, as Faith in Chriſt &c. 
Thirdly they muſt be directed to a right End, 
Namely the Glory of God. 1. Cor. 10 31 For a 
wrong end vitiates the beſt Action, as it did the 
Prayers Almes and Faſtings of the Phariſees. 
Now the end of our Actions is Twofold, 1ſt; par- 
ticular, 2dly, the general or ultimate end; 5 
| 9 thele 
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theſe may be different in the ſame Action, as in 
iving ofAlmes my particular end may be to re- 
ievethe Poor; this end is good, and fo far the 
work alſo is good, but my ultimate end may be 
Self as Self. reputation, Intereſt, or to merit 
thereby, and this vitiates the Action. 
Fourthly,they muſt be Univerſal ; we muſt not 
Pick and Chuſe, do ſome Duties and omit others, 
we mult not let our private Devotions juſtle out 
our Publick, nor they our Private; nor muſt we 
be Charitable to ſonre, and Uncharitable to o- 
thers, but to all forts, to Enemies and Strangers, 
as well as Friends and Relations, but yet in va- 
rious degrees, | 
The Phariſees gave Almes, Prayed often, faſt- 
ed. twice in the Week, gave God thanks for 
Mercies received: Were no Extortioners, unjuſt, 
Adulterers and the like : Were Zealous for the 
traditions ' of the Church, punctual in paying 
_ .Tythes, would have no Converſe with Scanda- 
lous Sinners, and were Zealous to make proſe- 
lites to their Religion. And how many are there 
that look upon themſelves as extraordinarySaints, = 
that do not half ſo much in matters of Religion? [if 
yet as ſpecious as this lookes for, our bleſſed Sa- | 
viour allures us, that except our Rig bteau ſneſs exceed J 
the Righteouſneſs of the Scribes and Phariſees, we 
hall not enter into the Kingdom of Heaven. 5. Mat. 
20. and the reaſon is becauſe theirs wanted the 
forementioned Qualifications, which ſhould con- 
ſtitate them true Acts of Holyneſs, ſuch as G 
will reward for the Merits of Chriſt. 
And yet all the Holyneſs theſe Clergy. men ac- 
{knowledge is Moral Vertue and Religion, and 
e ſeem to intend no mefe thereby chan 
Nh 45 
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thatHoneſtywhich was found amongſt theHeath- 
enswhoſe Principle was natural Conſcience, whoſe 
Rule was the light of Natute and whoſe end was 
to compenſate for Sin and Merit happineſs: And 
thus they overthrow that Holy Obedience the 
Goſpel calls for; and (except the 2 Sacraments) 
teach us to renounce our Chriſtianity as the Qua- 
kers, who expect to be ſaved by obeying the di- 


Cates of a natural Conſcience, tho? darkned by 


the fallwhichas a conſequent thereofhath ledthem 
to reject our bleſſed Saviours Goſpel and Worſhip. 
It is granted that that which they call Moral 
honeſty hath a goodneſs in it, is agteeable to the 
Holy Nature and Law of God, is often rewarded 
with Temporal Bleſlings; and Miniſters ate to 
to Preſs people to the Practice of it: and there is 
no Holyneſs without it, and it were to be wiſhed 
1 practiſed mote then it is. But to teach 
theſc pug and neglect to acquaint perſons 
with the a aliſhing of the Covenant of Wotks 
and the Eſtabliſhing the Covenatit of the Grace in 
the Room of of it) which gives the eſpecial form 
unto Religion as Chriſtian ; And not to acquaint 
them with the Alteration made in Religion, by 
the incarnation of Chriſt and his mediation, and 
the ſeveral Duties that ariſe from it: Nor with 
the principles concerning the Holy Spitit, nor 
with the end of gur obedience to God; is to te 
nounce the whole Myſtery of Godlineßs, and 
to 8% Preach like a Hearhen Philoſopher and 

not as a Miniſter of Chriſt, © 
And thus I haye ſhewed how thefe Cletgy-men 
having diſowned Juſtification, by Faith alone, 
ſubſtitute Moral Vertue in the Room theof; al. 
tho“ many of them have little teaſon td pre- 
tend to it, being of ſuch fiery Temp ers, — 
5 | ey 
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they would tempt People to believe, that at the 
ſame time or ſoon after they took up Divinity 
they diveſted themſelves of Humanity, and pre- 
ferred that Command (Ariſe, Perer, kill and 
cat) above all the Precepts of the Goſpel; for of 
all forts of Men this kind of Clergy, have been 
for the moſt Brutiſh, precipitate and Sanguinary 
Counſels, when they have been advanced, Wit- 
neſs Laud and his Party in the Reign of King 
Charles the firſt, who preſs'd Submillionto their 
Geremonies, which they acknowledged were 
but indifferent things, with that rigour upon 
Conſcientious Chriſtians who counted them 
unlawful, that they put a great patt ofthe Na- 
tion to fine and ranſome,whereby thouſands being 
wearied at home, ſought them Habitations in 
other Countries, and fome even amongſt the 


Savages and Cannibal: And at laſt Laud and 


his party to bring about their deſignes embroild 
both England and Scotland in Civil Wars. And in 
the Reign of King Charles the Second, the 
ſame Spirit appeared in the High Church party, 
who would not. part with a pin off from their 
Sleeves for the Peace of the Church, nor make 
the leaſt Ovetture towards it: And as it was 
55 ſo it would be now, if they were not re- 
trained; for this ſort of Clergy know no wa 
to make themſelves venerable, but by Ceremony 
and Sevetity, and would ſet all in a Flame about 
them, if they could thereby promote and Exe- 
cute a Law againſt the Diſſenters: And not 
withſtanding. they have been ſuch violent Perſe- 
cutors of Conſcientious Chriſtians for indifferent 
Ceremonies, yet the Arch-Deacon of Rocheſter 
Dr. Sprat, had the Face to affirm in a Sermon he 
v2 K 4 Preached 
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Preached before the Sons of the Clergy, that the 
Church of England did never perſecute, Now 
where are the Moral Vertues theſe Men cry up 
as containing all Religion, and Preach them to 
the People, but will not practiſe them them- 
ſelves ? — 3 
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of Perſeverance in Holineſs. 


TX that are Regenerated by the HolySpirit 
and united to Chriſt by Faith,will certainly 
perſevere in the Ways of Holineſs to the end of 
their Days, and be Eternally Saved. They may 
Indeed through the ſtrength of Temptation and 
prevalency of Corruption, fall into grievous 
Sins, and continue therein for a while, where- 
by they incur God's Diſpleaſure, Wound their 
Conſciences and impair their Comforts, and 
bring Temporal Judgments upon themſelves, yet. 
27 are renewed again by freſh Acts of Faith 
and Repentance, and kept by the Power of God, 
through Faith unto Salvation, 
It is granted, that others who have been 
Baptized, Inlightned and Reformed in many 
things, and ont of an ungrounded Hope of Sal- 
vation, have had ſome Comfort in their Souls; 
mayifall away from their Profeſſion of Religion 
totallyfand finally, 6. Heb. 5, 6. they have no 
Root in themſelves, and therefore their Profeſli- 
on Withereth. But true Believers who are 


„ Built, on the Rock, cannot! And this perſe- 
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yerance of the Saints, and falling away of Hy- 


pocrites, our Saviour plainly declares, 7, Mar. 


24. 255 26. 27. That thoſe that are real Saints 
cannot do otherwiſe than perſevere is evident; 
becauſe their perſeverance depends not, on their 
own Free Wills, nor on the Power of Grace 
received, nor on their Watchfulneſs ; but on the 
Election of God, which is a Foundation that 


ſtands ſure, 2. Tim. 2. 19. and on the nature 


of that Principle of Grace in their Hearts which 
is an incorruptibleSeed,1. Pet. I. 23. 4 Well of living 
Water ſpringing up to Eternal Life, 4. ohn 10. 
14. and on their Union to Chriſt, whereby - 
they have continual Communications of Grace 
from him accosding to their need, as Branches 
from the Root, 15. Fohn 5. and on the Inter- 
ceſſion of Chriſt. 17. John 15. and on the con- 
ſtant Abode of the Spirit in their Hearts 14. 
John 16. on the Immutability of God, 31. Fer. 
3. on his Faithfulneſs, who hath promiſed to 
put his Fear in their Hearts, that they ſhall 
not depart from him, 32. Per. 40. and on his 
Power, for they are kept by the Power of God 
through Faith unto Salvation, 1. Pet. 1. F. 
10. ohn 28. 29. and nothing can ſeparate them 
from his Love, 8. Rom. 38. nor can it be proved 
that any real Saint did ever totally and finally 
fall from a ſtate of Grace. Some inſtance in 
David, who no doubt was Regenerated and 
Sealed with the Holy. Spirit of Promiſe; and 
yet he fell grievouſly, and contracted the Guilt 
of Murder and Adultery ; but this was not a 
total and final Fall : His-Sins were not impeni- 
tency and Unbelief: He was no habitual Mur. 
derer or Adulterer, and God made ſuch Pro- 
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miſes to David Perſonally, as were not conſiſtent 
either with a total, or * Rejection, 89. Pſal. 

28, 29, 30. and in 31. Pſal, we have a full Ex. 
preſſion of his Faith and Repentance. 

But notwithſtanding the Saints Perſeverance 
is ſo evident, yet our Clergy- men deny it, but 
on very ſlender Grounds ; for they ſay, it makes 
Exhortations and Motives thereunto needleſ;. 
They are ſo indeed to the Saints in Heaven, 
who are in no danger of Falling; but Believers 
on Earth being in danger of not perſevering 
with reſpect to Themſelves and their own Pow- 
er, and they being kept in their Courſe by an 
Application of Spiritual Objects to their Facul- 
ties; Exhortations and Threatnings are very 
proper as a Means of their Perſeverance. Chriſt 
aſſured Peter his Faith ſhould not fail, and yet 
he was to Watch and Pray. | 

They ſay alſo this Doctrine tends to breed 
Negligence and Sloth : But it is quite other ways, 
for to continue Negligent and Slothful, and 
neglect the Means of our Perſeverance is incon- 
ſiſtent with a ſtate of Grace, for that puts the 
Soul intallibly upon the uſe ol Means to be kept 
from Apoſtacy : Perſeverance and a diligent 
aſe of the Means are inſeperable. This the 
Apoſtle teacheth by his Doctrine, 11. Roz. 20. 
21. and by his Practice, 1. Cor. 9g. 26, 27. J 
therefore ſo run, not as uncertainly, &c. and yet 
Je let ander his Body and brought it imo Subjection, 
and 27. Act, 24. 25, 31. proves the ſame. 

And thus theſe Men by denying the Saints 
Perſeverance diſpirit Religion, by taking away 
that ground of Comfort and Joy they ate called 
to, for how can they rejoyce under the 4 75 
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ofthe Glory of God? For tho' they may ſup- 
themſelves to be in a ſtate of Salvation to 
Day, they may for ought they know be in a 
ſtate of Damnation to Morrow, and therefore 
it may well make the Thoughts of Death ter- 
rible to them. | 
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Of Aſſurance of Salvation. 


SSURANCE of Salvation is the high. 
eſt top and Stature of Faith, a Priviledge 
which tranſcends Earth and antedates Heaven. 


| 


When this is attained, what Halcion Days 


doth a Believer enjoy ? 
For the better underſtanding this great Pri. 
viledge, I ſhall ſhew, 


Firſt, That it is attainable, 
Secondly, The Subjects of it. 
Thirdly, The Author of it. 
Fourthly, How it is wrought. 
Fifthly, That it may be loſt. 


Firſt, That it is attainable, this is evident 
by thoſe Commands in the Goſpel, 2. Phil. 12, 
2. Pet. 1. 10, 11. 2. Cor. 13. 3, 6. 6. Gal. 4 
in which Scriptures we are Commanded to make 
our Calling and Election ſure, to prove our ſelves 
whether we be in the Faith, to prove our own Wor 5 
that we may have rejoycing in our ſelves. If Al- 
ſurance were not attainable, theſe Precept 
would be in vain. Beſiges, it hath been at- 
tained, therefore it may be. That it hath 
been attained, is ſo evident in Scripture, that 
there is ſcarce any Saint of whom much is ſpo- 
ken, but there is ſomething ſaid that proves he 
had Aſſurance, as Fob, I know that my * 
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liveth, and Habbak. 3. 18. 7 will oy in the 
God of my Salvation : And was not the Apoſtle 
Paul aſſured 2. Gal. 20. the Son of God gave him- 


ſelf for me, and thoſe Worthies 10. Hieb. 34. 


knew in themſelves they bad in Heaven a bitter 
and more induring Subſt ance. nige 
Secondly, Let us conſider who are the Sub- 


jeasof Aſſurance, and they are Believers, 1. Eph. 


13. After ye Believed, ye were Sealed with the 
Holy Spirit of Promiſe, not before: There muſt 
be a New Creature before there be a New Name 
given: An Unbeliever is not a Subject capable of 
Aſſurance, for he is without the Conditions of 
Faith and Repentance, to which the Promiſes 
of Salvation are made. Such are Slaves to their 
Luſts, and re ecters of the Son of God; and 
therefore God's Holineſs and Juſtice cannot ſuf- 
fer them to be ſhined upon. They may indeed 
bleſs God for an aſſured Hope of Glory as well 
as the beſt Saint; but this Preſumption will prove 
ſelf Deluſion at laſt. 

Thirdly,, let's conſider who is the Author of 
aſſurance and that is the Holy Spirit - Wherein 
the 14. John. 26. he's called the Comforter: As 
the Holy Spirit hath revealed in the Holy Scrip- 
tures, thoſe Characters whereby the truth of 


' Grace may be known, and inables to believe 


thoſe propoſitions to be infallible Truths and 
Works in believers every gracious Habit 
and enables them to perform thoſe Acts of Grace 
which are evidences of a Title to Glory; ſo he 
helps them to diſcern theſe Acts in themſelves, 
and by comparing them with the Rule to find 
their Sincerity; and helps ſanctified reaſon to 
make the Concluſion, that they ſhall be a 

| nally 
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nally ſaved, there being an inſeperable connexion 
between Graceand Glory. Sometimes the aſſent 
tothePremiſesand Concluſion is ſtranger, ſome. 
times weaker, hence the different degrees of 
ef. Joy in Holy-Ghoſt, 14. Rom. 17. till the 
Spirit work this aſſurance ; numbringup of pro- 
miſes to believers will never do it, 
Fourthly, let's confider how the Spirits works 
urance in believers : And that is by Argu- 
mentation. It is not by a Voice ſaying to us, 
our Sins are pardoned; nor by an Immediate 
Witneſ&on the ſudden, we know not how. To 
fay it is by an immediate Teſtimony, opens 
ſuch a Gap to Enthuſiaſme, as is not eaſily ſhut 
again - But it is by an Holy Arguing, As the 
Spirit brings unconverted Sinners under Fears 
concerning their Eternal Eſtate, by convincing 
them of Sin and their liableneſs thereby to the 
Wrath of God: ſo the Spirit brings the Heires 
of the Promiſes to an aſſurance of Eternal Life 
by convincing them of thetruth of their Faith 
and Repentance. It is done by ſome ſuch Practi- 
cal Syllogiſm, as this, Gad commands us in the 
Goſpel, to repent of our Sins, believe in Chriſt, 
and Sincerely obey all his commands, and hath 
promiſed that whoſoever doth ſo, ſhall obtain 
Eternal Life; but faith a believer Ido truly re- 
pent bf my Sins, being heartily ſorry for them 
as an Offence againſt the holy Nature and Law, 
do hate and forſake them ſincerely without Hypo- 
craſie, and entirely withou Partiality, both in 
Heart and ! ife, and endeavour to walk in all the 
commands of God blameleſs. I do truly believe in 
Chriſt, not only aſſenting io the Truths in the 
Scripture, but receive ing him in all his * 
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and relying on the Grace and Mercy of God, 
through the Merits aud Interceſſion of Chriſt 
alone for Salvation; therefore I ſhall be pardo- 
ned and inherit Eternal Life- A believer may 
be certainly aſſured of the the Truth of his Gra- 
ces, and Perſeverance therein, for he hath an 
Orecle within, that can upon a faithful exami- 
nation tell him what he loves moſt, grieves for 
moſt, and truſts in moſt, and ſo Feaſt him with 
Divine Comforts, that paſs all Underſtanding. 
And the Spirit it ſelf irradiates Graces in the 
Hearts of Believers, and applies to them the 
Promiſes made to thoſe Graces ; and thereby 
makes a kind of Heaven in the Heart. Thus in 
the Mouth of two Witneſſes, namely, the Spi- 
tit and Conſcience, there muſt needs be Eſtab- 
liſhment ; Both which Teſtimonies the Apoſtle 
mentions, 8. Ram. 16. The Spirit it ſelf veareth 
Witneſs with our Spirits, that we are the Children 
of God, Thus we have ſeen how the Spirit 
Works Aſſurance : And when it is faid to be 
by an immediate Impreſſion, it may be alſo by 
Argumentation, tho not ſo diſtinct and explicite 


as at other times. Were it otherways, Chriſt 


hath put himſelf to an unneceſſary expence, by 
inſpiring the Prophets and Apoſtles, to give us 
ſo many Characters in Scripture, by which the 


Power of Godlineſs may be-known from the. 


Form: Nor ſhould we be ſo often called upon to 


examine our ſelves whether we be in the Faith: 


And this is the Way we find in Scripture , 
by Which Believers did attain to Aſſu- 
Trance. 


The 
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The Papiſes indeed deny this Doctrine of Af. 
ſurance, and the Council of Trent terms it +4 
vain Doctrine remote from all Piety, but with. 
out any ground, except it be, that the keeping 
Perſons in Doubts and Fears, brings in val: 
quantities of Gold and Silver to the Pope and his 
_ Clergy, Many of our Clergy alſo call it an 
_Enthuſiaſtical Fancy, and no Wonder for they 
that deny the Saints Perſeverance, and the eſ. 
ſential Act of Saving Faith, namely, relying on 
the Merits of Chriſt alone for Salvation, ace 
not capable of Aſſurance : And by theſe Means 
they they diſpirit Religion, and hinder Perſons 
from living that Life of Joy which True Be. 
lievers are called to, 

Ib Fourth and laſt Particular is to ſhew, 
that Aſſurance after it is attained may be loſt. 
_ Believers have not Aſſurance in every point of 
Time : They that Fear the Lord and Obey the 
Voice of his Servant, may walk, in Darkneſs and 
Jee no Light, 50 Iſa. 10. In Infant Believers 
Aſſurance is not to be expected, becauſe of the 
weakneſs of their Graces , and in grown Chri- 
ſtians it may be ſuſpended : Many True Be- 
lievers ſpend almoſt all their Days, without 
the Aſſurance of the Love of God; who yet on 
their Death Beds have Triumphed over Death 
from the Aſſurance ofEternalLife. And ſometimes 
it falls out quite otherways, that is, thoſe that in 
their Life time have had much Senſe of the Love 
of God, have Died with little Aſſurance or 
Actual Comfort: And this ſometimes is from 
the nature of the Diſeaſe, which Clouds their 
Underſtanding : Sometimes God may withdraw 


his Comforting Preſence for the Trial aad rk 
| ciſe 
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ciſe of Grace. However according to our a- 
batement in Holineſs, ſo our Comfort will a- 
bate : Much more if we lay down our Spiri- 
tual Watch, and fall into a great Tranſgreſſion; 


this as an Accurſed thing will cauſe the Lord to 


withdraw his Comforting Preſence : Tho” in 
ſuch a Condition Believers are not deſtitute of 


the Habit of Grace, and Love to Chriſt, and 


Sincerity of Heart; out of which by the Opera- 
tion of the Spirit; their Aſſurance may be re- 
vived, and by which in the mean time they are 
kept from Deſpait, Thus when David was 
Guilty of a great Tranſgreſſion the Lord hid 
his Face from him, and therefore 5 1. Pſal. 1 2. 
he prays chat God would reſtore to him the Joy 
of his Salvation: The Truth is when Perſons 
have been Guilty of great Tranſgreſſions, they 
are unmeet for Comfort, and Gd will not 
vouchſafe it, till they have by Solemn and Seri- 
dus Acts renewed their Faith and Repentance 
particularly for ſuch Sins. But tho Believers 
may want Aſſurance, yet no true Believer fits 
down fatisfied in the want of it, without endea- 
yours to attain it, but follows Chriſt with ears 
neſt Prayer, and goes fron Ordinance to Or- 
dinance, and is more Watchful over himſelf till 
his Evidences be cleared up: As it was with the 
Spouſe in the Canticlts, 5. cha. 6.7, 8. If there- 
fore we want Aſſurance, let's not ſpend our 


Days, as many do, in complaining for want of 


Aſſurance; but as we are exhorted, give dili- 
Fence to make our Calling and Election ſure, 
2. Per. 1 10. 11. by adding to Faith Vertue, 
and to Vertue Knowledge, and to Knowledge 
Tempefance, and to W Patience, and 
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to Patience Godlineſs, and to Godlineſs Bro- 
. therly Kindneſs, and to Brotherly Kindneſs 
Charity, ver. 6.7. that ſo an entrance may be 
adminiſtred to us abundantly into the Ever. 
laſting Kingdom of our Lord and Saviour 
Jeſus Chriſt. | 
_ Beſides, Aſſurance will make us profitable to 
the Unconyerted, who are apt to think, that 
to be Seriouſly Religious, is to bid adieu to 
all Delight; and diſconſolate and doubting Chri. 
ſtians, too much ſtrengthen this Error in Wick. 
ed Men; but an aſſured Chriſtian, walks on 
with Joy and Delight in the Ways of God; 
and thereby convinceth the World of their 
miſtake. | 
This alſo will Comfort us in all the Trou- 

bles we meet with in this World; yea this wil 
ſweeten the Thoughts of Death and make a Be- 
liever defire it with ſubmitfion to the Will of 
God, and pleaſe himſelf with the fore thoughts 
thereof; and though he ſees his Heavenly Coun- 
try ſomething dimly afar off. yet the Apprehen- 
fions of that Glorious Eſtate which he hopes 
ſhortly to enjoy, inflames his Heart with ear- 
neſt Defires of a nearer approach to God, and 
with the Spirit and the Bride to ſay, Come, even 
_ fo. come Lerd Jeſus, come quick y. 
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J Schiſm. 

to dF , | 
* HE High Church Clergy uſe the word 
by Schiſm as a Theological Scare-Crow to 
'* Wh fright People from enquiring into their Erro- 
ess Principles and Practices, or for ſaking of 
ry them : But they do not clearly define what 


they mean by it. or the Church of England. 
Therefore, that we may the better under. 
ſtand what the Sin of Schiſm is, I ſhall endea- 
your to ſhew what the Church of England is, 
and what Separation from it is Schiſm. © 
Firſt, What the Church of England is. 
The Church of Exgland is that part of the 
Cacholick Church, which conſiſts of all the pro- 
feſſed Chriſtians in this Nation, that are not 
profeſſed Heretieks, or notoriouſly Wicked 
are Sudjects of the Supream Chriſtian Magji- 
ſtrate,” and that Worſhip God ordinarily in 
particular Paſtoral Churches, whether Parochial 
or not. Paſtors are the prime Members of this 
Church ; of theſe the Supream Magiſtrate ap- 
points ſome to he General Officers under him or 
her in Eccleſiaſtical Affairs, to examine the 
heneſs of thoſe that are propoſed for Paſtors or 
Teachers, and to reje& or ordain them accord. 
ing as they find them Qualified: That ſo Men 
of corrupt Minds, may not Licentiouſly di- 
tulge Errors and Hereſies; ſubverting the Faith, 
Fd ruining the as 2-4 As alſo to ſee 
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that the Churches of Chriſt obſerve his Com: 
mands, for the Supream Magiſtrate is Keeper 
of both Tables. Yet Laud affirmed, be had 
no more to do in Eccleſiaſtical Affairs, than 
Jack, that rubbed his Horſes Heels. 

The Concord of this National Church, is their 
conſent to live together, as true Subjects to 
Chriſt, as Loyal Subjects to their Prince, and 
an endeavouring to promote the Welfare of the 
whole, as well as their own particular Intereft, 

Secondly, Let's confider what Separation from 
this Church is to be accounted. ch. 

Sc hiſm, according to the Scripture inſtance 
of it, is cauſing a Diviſion in a particular 
Church, 1. Cor. 1.10. 12. ch. 25. Or elſe it 
may be taken for a cauſleſs Separation from 
a true Church, and if we ſeparate from it as 
no true Church, we add to the Sin of Schiſm 
the height of Uncharitableneſs. 

Separation from a Church is either Local or 
Mental : All Chriſtians locally ſeparate from 
all Churches, but that which they Perſonally 
Joyn in Communion with. This therefore 
cannot be Schiſm, for then all Chriſtians are 
Schiſmaticks. RE 

Mental Separation, is either about ſome ef- 
ſential point of Faith or Holineſs, or elſe a- 
bout ſome leſſer things. 

Mental l about the Eſſentials of 
Chriſtianity, ſuch as Deiſts, Papiſts, Quakers, 
and Socinians are guilty of, and ſome Arminians, 
is Schiſm : For they cut themſelves off from the 
Catholick Church. of 
Mental Separation about leſſer Points of Re- 
ligion is not Schiſm, for chen all are Ain 
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ticks, for Chriſtians about theſe things will 
never be all of a Mind, and therefore about 
theſe things we are to exerciſe a mutual bearing 
with, and forbearing one another. Orthodox 
Diſſenters therefore are not guilty of Schiſin, 
for they own the Doctrine of the Church of 
England expreſſed in 36, Articles: They acknow- 
felge one God the Father, one Chriſt, one Spi- 
rit, ne Faith, one Hope, and one Baptiſm 
as to the Eſſentials of it: They own Queen 
NN to be their Supream Rightful Go- 
yernour : Many of them own the National 
Church of England, as before deſcribed : They 
own thi®ſe in a Pariſh,who ordinarily do joyn in 
full Communion with the Miniſter of the Pariſh, 
to be a true Church of Chriſt z their Miniſters 
to be true Miniſters, and their Sacraments to 
be true Sacraments - And they endeavour to 
live in Concord with them, ſo far as it ſtands 
in Obedience to God; and endeavour to pro- 
mote the good of the whole: And ſome of 
them do Occaſionally joyn Locally in Com- 
mun ion with Parochial Churches. They ſepa- 
rate indeed about ſome Ceremonies in Worſhip 
which are acknowledged to be but indifferent 
things : So that they ſeparate from the Eſtabliſh'd 
Church of England only about ſome accidents in 
Religion, and therefore cannot be juſtly charg- 
ed with the Sin of Schiſin. Wt 

But by what hath been declared, it is evident 


that many who cry out ſo much againſt Diſſenters, 


as Schiſmaticks,are guilty of Schiſm themſelves ; 
which they make to be a Sin as bad as Murder 
and Adultery, and one of them to be the Sin 
againſt the Holy Ghoſt : For they deny (as hath 
be L 3 been 
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been made to appear) ſome Eſſential Articles 
of the Chriſtian Religion, and ſeparate from 
true Churches of Chriſt as no true Churches, 
becauſe their Paitors were not Ordained by 
Dioceſan Biſhops ; for they aſſert, there is no 
true valid Ordin«tion ef Miniſters, but by Bi- 
ſhops deſcending in a Right-Line from the Apo- 
ſtles, (altho there is no ſuch thing, and they 
condemn themſelves as mnch as others by 
this Aſſertion.) and where there are no true 
Miniſters there are no true Sacraments, and 
where there is no true Sacraments, there is no 
true Church, and where there is no true Church 
there is no Salvation, and conſequently all the 
Proteſtants in Europe, whoſe Miniſters were not 
Ordained by Dioceſan Biſhops mult go to the 
Devil: And ſo if we will grant them ſeveral 
things which they cannot prove, Heaven and 
Hell, Salvation and Danination are at the Will 
and Pleaſure of fuch Priefts. | 

And yet theſe very Perſons that will not al- 
low of Ordination by Presbiters to be valid, at 
the ſame time own Ordination by Wicked Po- 
piſh Idolatrous Biſhops and Prieſts to be valid; 
who are the Officers of Anti-Chriſt, and who 
are Ordained to offer the Natural Body and 
Blood of Chriſt for a propitiary Sacrifice of 
Quick and Dead: And are guilty of Idolatry, 
Hereſie and Prophaneſs; and therefore are no 
true Miniſters of Chriſt, and have no Power to 
Ordain others. And theſe Clergy-men alſo 
own the Church of Rome to be a true Church, 
altho ſhe be the great Babylon, the Mother of 
Harlots and Abomination of the Earth: And the 


Head of that Church declared by the Church 
of England, ta be Ami- Chriſt and a Falſe —4 
Bt 3 Et. 
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. Biſhop Bramhall and Doctor Thorndikes 
notwithſtanding declared, that the Church of 
England is guilty of Schiſm before God, for ſe- 


233 from the Church of Rome. And one in 
is 


Pont iſicate and Regale, p 179. propoſeth a 
Reconciliation with the Church of Rome, al- 
lowing her the ſame Power that the Gallicar 
Church: doth, and an immediate Union be- 
twixt the Church of Eng land and France: And 
in his Opinion their Doctrines of Purgatory, 
Tranſubſtantiation, &c. ought to be no Bar to 
it: And Sir Roger L' Strange, who guided a 
great part of the inferior Clergy, declared, 
there was little difference in Point of Doctrine 
between the Church of England, and the Church 
of Rome, altho they are as groſs Idolaters as 
ever were in the World, and they cannot be 


6.9, 10. And altho the Preſbyterians differ from 
the Church of England, only about ſome Cir- 
cumſtances of Religion, yet it's ordinary for 
High-Church to repreſent them as worſe than 
the Papiſts; and the very Biſhops to be Betray- 
ers of the Church, only becauſe they are for 


Moderation, They ſeem to be for the Church 


of Rome, as Laud and his Party, but not for 
the Court of Rome, becauſe the Pope's Supre- 
macy impowers him to take away their Livings 
and beſtow them on Strangers; which may be 
ſuppoſed to be the Reaſon why they appeared at 
' laſt againſt King Fames. And to ſhew their In- 
clination to Popery, they inflamed ſeveral of the 


Juſtices and Gentry in Middleſex to that height, 

that on the Anniverſary Day of the Death of the 

Dake of Glocefter, the Queens only Child, they 
| 4 L 7 | 


4 moſt 


Saved without Repentance, ifwe Believe, 1. Cor. 
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moſt inhumanly made a publick Rejoycing at 
the Red-Lyor in Brentford, where they did 
Feaſt and Drink all Day, and cauſed the Bells 
to be Rungat the Church, and along Pole near 
half the height of the Steeple, and a great Flag 
on the top of it to be erected on the Steeple in 
Token of Joy. But what can we think of the 
Rebetlons Lower Houſe of Convocation, and 
by what Name or Title to Dignihe or diſtinguiſh 
them? Can it be by that of Chriſtians? When 
as they choſe one to be their Prolacutor, who 
Preached and Printed a Sermon wherein he ſo 
highly #laſphemed our Bleſſed Saviour, that it 
was ordered by the Houſe of Lords to be Burnt 
for the Blaſphemy therein, yer the Lower- 
Houſe by continuing him their Prolocutor, im- 
plicitely approved of his Oy. Can we 
imagine any otherways of theſe Men, but that 
they are of that Pope's Mind, who ſaid; 0h 
what Dignities and Revenues doth this Fable of 
% hd ISS 
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Of. the Civil Magiſtrate. 


HE Civil Magiſtrate is Ordained of God 
to be under him, over the People, for his 
own Glory and the People's Good; and to Rule 
and Govern all Eſtates and Degrees commit- 
ted to his Charge, whether Eccleſiaſtical or Ci- 
vil, 37. Art. of the Church of England. 
But Parker, whoſe Opinion was Goſpel to a 
great many of the inferior Clergy, in his Eccle- 
fraftical Policy, not contented to allow the chief 
- Magiſtrate the Power which God hath given 
him, when he had hopes he would exerciſe it 
to the Ruin of Diſſenters, aſſerted, that it is 
abſolutely neceſſary to the Peace and Govern- 
ment of the World, that the Supream Magi- 
ſtrate of every Nation, ſhould be inveſted with 
a' Power to Conduct the Conſciences of his 
SubjeRs, and govern them in matters of Reli- 
gion, and Men's Conſciences muſt be directed, 
not by their own Judgments, but by the Com- 
mand and Determination of the publick Con- 
ſcience; and this Government of Princes, is in- 
veſted in them, by an antecedent Right to Chriſt. 
But this Maxim is not only Brutiſh but Diveliſh ; 
for he that acts againſt Conſcience, renders him- 
ſelf not only an Hypocrite before God, but alſo 
2 Knave amongſt Men. But this which he af: 
eribes to the Supream Magiſtrate, is a Power 
which none did ever aſſume, except Nebuchad- 
TED... R009 2 > 
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vt Nero, Caligula, and ſuch Monſters of 
| en. 

As to Civil Affairs, the Clergy have en- 
deavoured to advance the Will of the Prince 
above the Laws of the Land, as Manwarirg and 
Sibthorp in the Reign of King 7ames the Firſt; 
after whom the Clergy that did pretend to be 
High Church, ſung the ſame Tune; aſſerted, 
the King was not bound to obſerve the Laws of 
the Land, concerning the Subjects Rights, but 
that his Royal Word of Command in impofing 
Loans end Taxes without conſent in Parliament, 
doth oblige the Subje&s Conſciences in pain of 
Damnation; and thoſe who refuſed to pay 
thoſe Loans, they reſembled to Corah, Dathan 
and Abiram ; and Archbiſhop Abbet, who re- 
fuſed to Licence Sib:borp's Book, which aſſerted 
thoſe extravagant things, by means of Laud and 
his Party was firſt commanded from Lambeth, 
and afterwards ſuſpended from his Archi Epiſ- 
copal Authority, and Laud gave a ſtately al- 
lowahce to that Book, And it was this fort 
of Clergy that promoted the Tax for Ship Mo- 
ny in the Reign of King Charles the Firſt; ſo 
that what between their own Revenue, which 
was Jure Divino, and the King's which was 
Fure Regio, they did not leave an Inch of Pro- 
perty for the Subject. And having thus ad- 
vanced the Will of the Prince above the Law of 
the Land, they cried up the Doctrines of Paſlive 
Obedience and Non-Reſiſtance to his Arbitrary 
Commands. But King James the Second, be- 
lieving wy would Practice wbat they did Pro- 
- feſs, was deluded by them; for no ſooner did 


he touch the ir Copy-hold, but they Conſpired 
| aga 
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againſt him, and made him glad to leave his 
Kingdom: And ſome of this Party, lately put 
out a Book called the Memorial of the Church 
of England, wherein they threaten the Queen 
and her Chief Miniſters of State, with little 
leſs then Rebellion, if they do not pleaſe 
them. | 
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un. 


Of Uniformity in 2 ibi p. 


4 5p Act of Uniformity ſaith, nothing con- 
duceth more to the Peace of the Nation, 
and the Honour of Religion than an univerſal 
Agreement in publick Worſhip. and therefore 
it is Enacted, That all Miniſters in all Places 
of publick Worſhip, whether Cathedral, Colle- 
giate, ar Pariſh Churches, ſhall uſe it in ſuch 
Form and Order as is appointed in the Book 
, 
Many Perſons could not fatisfie their Conſci- 
ences to comply with this Act; and about 2000 
Miniſters parred with their Livings rather then 
they would conform thereto, and to thoſe other 
Terms that were impoſed on them to make 
them capable of holding their Livings. And 
the High-Church did ſeverely Perſecute them, 
that did not conform, Bur in the rime of the 
late King 7ames, when they were affraid of lo- 
fing their Dignities; they Courted the Diſſenters, 
calling them Dear Brethren, and promiſed them 
all Kindneſs, if they would joyn with them in 
oppoſing him; yet now after they have helped 
them to ſecure their Dignities, theſe Men with 
the greateſt Ingratitude and Unfaithfulneſs, en- 
deavour what they can to Ruin them; without 
the leaſt Provocation: And give them all the 
ill Language they can invent, to make their 


Perſons Odious. And yet theſe very ar 
4" 
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who would Perſecute others for not Conform- 
ing to the publick Worſhip as by Law Eſtab- 
liſhed, and have given their Aſſent and Conſent 
to the Liturgy, yet do not uſe it in ſuch Order 
and Form, as is appointed by the ſaid Book of 
Common prayer; but in ſeveral Particulars 
canform to another way of Worſhip. To in- 
ſtance in Particulars. 

Firſt, The Rubrick of the Common. Paayer 
requires that the Communion-Table, at the 
Communion-Time, ſhall ſtand in the Body of 
the Church or Chancel, but they have cauſed 
it to be placed at the Eaſt-end of the Chancel, 
cloſe upto the Wall, Altar-wiſe, as the Papiſts 
do. | 
Secondly, Inſtead of calling it the Table, 
they call it the Altar, in imitation of the 
Papiſts. | 

Thirdly, Many of them bow to it. How 
therefore they can be free from being charged 
mA Idolatry, they would do well to con- 

der. | 

Fourthly, The Rubrick requires, that when 
the Miniſter Officiates, - he ſhall ſtand at the 
North-ſide of the Table, but this they cannot 
©, becauſe that ſide is placed cloſe up to the 

Fifthly, The Miniſter is appointed to Read 
the Pſalms, but in moſt Churches, they pur 
the People upon invading the Miniſters Office, 
who alternately Read one Verſe, and the Mi- 
niſter another, contrary to the Rule of doing 
all things decently and to Ediſication, for it makes 
a confuſed inarticulate Noiſe, not underſtood 
by thoſe who cannot Read. 


Sixthly, 
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Sixthly, There is no Uniformity among them 
in Reading the Second Service, ſome doing it in 
the Reading Desk, and others going up to the 
High Altar to do it: whereby in ſume Churches, 
thoſe at the lower. end cannot hear it; and what 
is the difference between Worſnip in an unknown 
Tongue, and that which cannot be heard? 
Seventhly, In the time of Biſhop Land, the 
High-Church were not contented with the 
three Ceremonies which had the Countenance of 
the Law, but were all upon new Inventions, and 
had their Crucsfixes, Copes, Images, bowing to 
the Eaſt, bowing to the Altar, and ſo many 
Cringes and GenufleCtions, that a Perſon un- 
practiced ſtood in need to entertain both a 
Dancing NMaſter and a Remembrancer; whereby 
ſeveral of the Church of Exgland miſtook their 
way in thoſe Times, and from a kind of Super- 
ſtitious Worſhip fell into the Popiſh Religion: 
And tho perhaps they had not a rg quite to 
altar our Religion; yet they did ſeem to in- 
tend the ſetting up of a new Papacy of their 
own, and to that end provided themſelves of 
a new Doctrine, namely Armintaniſme ; and did 
endeavour to accommodate it to their deſign, 
And Dr. Couſins wrote his Book of Seven $acra- 
ments, and another wrote a whole Book concern- 
' Ing the Holineſs of Lem, altho punithable for 
l it by Act of Parliament. And at preſent feyeral 
l of the High-Church are for an Union between 
the Church of England and the Church of Rome, 
altho ſhe be Idolatrous, and they openly declare 
they had rather joyn in Communion with them, 
than with the Calviniſts, becauſe they are the 


beſt Chriſtians, But theſe Men ſeem tobe 9 
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with a Notion and Crazed on one ſide of the 
Head, except they intend to go over atirely 
to Popery ; for the Church of Rome reckons her 
ſelf infallible, and hath for many Ages inter- 
woven her ſelf with the ſecular Intereſt, and 
made her ſelf ſo neceſſary to moſt Princes in 
Europe, that we cannot imagine ſhe will yield 
in the leaſt in order to an Accommodation. 
Eighthly, They have cauſed to be Printed ſeve- 
ral Common Prayer-Books, with the Pictures 
of Images of Saints; yea of God the Father as 
an Old Man, altho plainly prohibited in Scrip- 
ture, as alſo the picture of Chriſt, altho con- 
trary to Scripture and the Doctrine of the Church 
of England. Peril of Idolatry, How. zd Part. 
The Papiſts indeed are for Images and Crucifixes, 
and call them Lay-Men's Books, and being plea- 
ling by the Imagination they ſuit the common 
Peop . 3 £101 
But an Image of Chriſt ought not to be 
Pictured, becauſe neither the Scripture, nor 
any Authentick Author deſcribes to us the Li. 
neaments, or Portraicture of our Saviour's Body, 
which ſhews the Wiſdom of God would not 
have him Painted: And it being unknown of 
what Form or Countenance our Saviour's Body 
was, there can be no true Image of it, it is but 
a Teacher of Lies. 10. Fer. 8. But ſuppoſe 
there were a true Repreſentation of the Humane 
Nature of Chriſt, it cannot repreſent his Di- 
vine Perſon, which is his moſt excellent Part, 
and therefore it would be falſl/ called the Image 
of Chriſt's Perſon: And ſuch a Repreſentation 
inſtead of Teaching us to know and adore Chriſt 
Spiritually, will tie the Imagination tothe Cor- 


poreal 
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poreal Object, and diſturb Peoples Thoughts 
with the Fancy thereof; and tends to knorr 
_ Chriſt only after the Fleſh, which the Apoſtle 
difowns. 2. Cor. 6. 15. fora Picture cannot con- 
vey to us a Knowledge of the Merits of his 
Death and Sufferings, and the Vertue of his 
Interceſſion, and fo camot be a Saving Know- 
ledge, and may prove a Patron for Idolatry. 
And thus 1 have made appear, that thoſe 
very Perſons, who have made ſich a ſtir about 
Uniformity of Worſhip, do not perform it in 
ſuch a manner as is appointed by the Book of 
Common-Prayer ; but in divers particulars are 
gone from it. And alſo 1 have ſhewed how the 
Religion of theſe Men is directly contrary to 
the Scripture, to the Religion of the Church 
of England, and the Confeſſions of the Proteſtant 
Churches : And therefore they have no reaſon 
to call themſelves. or to be eſteemed by others 
Sons of the Church of England, tho they are in 
it. And this will more clearly appear if we 
draw up the Subſtance of their Religion, and 
compare it with that of the Church of Cg 
land. 
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„ 9 7 to tlie foregoing Articles of 
LA. their Religion, the Meſſage of God they 
ate to declare to the People, is as follows, 
"They are to tell them, you need not be much 
concerned of what Religion you ate off, for 
you may be Saved in any Religion without the 
Knowledge of Chriſt; and if you will believe 
Bilhop Parker, whatſoever Religion the Supream 
Magiſtrate eſtabliſheth, you are to profels it, 
tho it be contrary to your Conſciences. 
But if you embrace and profeſs the Chriſtian 
Religion, you were 
and all your Sins committed before Baptiſm 
were then Pardoned, and as for the Sins you 
have been guilty of ſince, you need not fear the 
Wrath of God, and be troubled for them ; for 
uſties js not natural to him; and the fears of 
his diſpleaſure, ate but the Workings of a heat- 
ed Brain : And you may be Saved without Sa- 
tisfaction made for you to God's Juſtice by 
Chriſt : For by yout Good Works you may ex- 
plate the Guilt of Sin, and by your Repentance 
compenſate for your Sinfulneſs: And if of your 
own Free-Wills you are Vertvous and Religious 
you ſhall certainly obtain Eternal Life, and Praiſe 
your own Free- Wills for it; for neither God the 
M Father, 


egenerated by Baptiſm; 
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Father, Son or Holy-Ghoſt, hath done any 
thing more for you that-are Saved, than for 
thole that Periſh, 

u have: Sandi in a Courſe of 
irkedne B all your Days, yet when yon are 
Sick and like 90 Die, it is but ſending for a 
Miniſter, and tell him you Repent, and deſire 
him to Abſolve you A. give you the Sacra. 
ment, which he doing, if you Die, you ſhall 
certainly go to Heaven, directly, without ſo 
much as calling in at Pur any: And when 
you are Buried, it will de declared your Souls 
teturu to God, and that your Bodies are Buried 
in ſure and certain Hope of 4 Reſurrettion to Eter- 
wal Life. 

Bit if this be the Meſſage. God's Miniſter 

are to declare to the People, how is it poſſible 
but rhat Sinners ſhould hate the Light ? Surely 
ke that loves his Luſt, muſt love ſach Preaching, 
for it ſtrengtheneth the Hands of the Wicked, 
as the falſe Prophets did of Old: But it is the 
way to guide Souls to Hell and not to Heaven, 
and therefore from ſuch Preaching, Good Lord 
deliver us, Amen. 
- Oa the other Hand, let us conſider how a. 
greeable to the Hol Scriptures, the Religion 
of the Church of England is: The Sum of which 
contained in her Articles, Homulies and Liturgy, 
is as follows, ; | 
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Ccording to which, the Meſſage her 


A Clergy have to declare from pay to ny 
e is as follows, 

hey are to tell them, that the Boly Scrip: 
tires of the Old and New Teſtament, are the 


= In. amd. nnd cod eo. rn » oF 


N only rfea, infallible and plain Rule, that 
e God bath given to direct us, how we may 
J Glorifie bim in this World, and be for ever 
„ Bleſs'd in the Enjoyment of him in Heaveg. 

, They are to acquaint them, that in the Unity 
t of the Divine Belng, there is Godthe Father, 
F Son and Holy Ghoſt, and that theſe three are 


One ; That God the Son, the ſecond Perſon in 
the Sacred Trinity, aſſumed our Nature into Us 


L mon with his Divine Perſon, and ſo continues 
Load and Man, two Natures and one Perſon for 
: MT, and altho theſe things are Myſteries a- 
| 


bove our Comprebenſion, yet they being plainly 
revealed in the Word of God, we are firmly 
to believe them, it being moſt reaſonable to 
believe a thing upon the Authority of God re- 
vealing __ 

They are to declare to them alſo, that God 
is not only Gracious and Merciful, but alſo a 
Holy, Juſt and Righteous God, that will by 

MI 3 no 
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no means clear the Guilty without ſatisfaction 
to his Juſtice : And therefore that God might 
Save Sinners, with Honour to all his Glorions 
Attributes, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, by his Obe 
dience Neath and Sufferings in their ſtead made 
a perfect and full ſatisfaction to the Juſtice of 
God for the Sins of the whole World. 

They are alſo to tel} them, that they are 
Guilty not cnly of Original, but of many Actual 
- Sins, and therefore deſerve Eternal Damnation: 
But God ꝗdeſireth not the Neath of Sinners, but 
rather that they turn and live: And therefore 
if you will Repent of your Sins, believe in 
Chriſt, and ſincerely obey all his Commands, 
he offers unto you all without exception, Par- 
don and Eternal Life; and altho you are not 
able of your ſelves to 3 the Terms of 
the New Covenant; yet if you will put forth that 
Natural Strength which you have, in the due uſe 
of the Means of Grace, and Pray fervently for 
Divine aſſiſtance, you may expect that God 
(tho not for theſe, yet in the appointed uſe of 
them) will enable you thereunto, for it is his 
Promiſe. But if you neglect Prayer, and the 
due uſe of the Means of Grace, if you per iſh, 
it is Your own fault. 

Aud God deſires the Salvation ot all Men on 
their Compliance with the Terms of Salvation: 
And if they Periſh, it is not for want of a 
Satisfaction to God's Juſtice, but becauſe they 
will not perform the Conditions to which Eter- 
nal Life is promiſed, N 
And the Holy-Ghoſt will not with-hold from 
you his Saving Operations, unleſs you give him 
cauſe ſo to Jo, by quenching his good YT: 
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by not kindly entertaining and obeyirg of them, 
„ to the Suggeſtions of Satan, and ne- 
glecting the Means of Salvation, or uſing them in a 
careleſs, heartleſs manner, and perſiſting wil- 
fully in Rebellion againſt God. 7 

And therefore as the Ambaſſadors of God, 


we offer you in his Name without exceptions, 


Pardon and Eternal Life, if you will truly Re- 
pent of your Sins, believe in Chriſt, and ſin- 
cerely obey all God's Commands, and we threaten 
you with Eternal Damnation if you do not: 
And God being faithful to his Promiſes, and 
true to his Threatnings, if you comply with 
the forementioned Terms of the New Covenant, 
E ſhall certainly obtain all the promiſed Bleſ- 

ngs thereof, but it you refuſe to comply 
therewith, Eternal Damnation will be your 
Portion. And becauſe Saving Faith receives 
Chriſt in all his Offices of Prophet, Prieſt and 
King, therefore if you would inherit Eternal 
Life, you muſt not only relie on what he hath 
done and ſuffered in the ſtead of Sinners to be 
Saved from Wrath to come, but you mult alſo 
receive him as your Prophet to teach you by 
his Word and Spirit: And your King to be 
Governed by his Laws, not allowing your ſelves 
in the Omiſſion of any known Duty, or Com- 
miſſion of any known Sin; that ſo you may 
Glorifie God in this World, be made meet for 
Heaven, and at laſt obtain Eternal Life thro* 
jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 

And becauſe of your ſelves you are not able 
to believe, or perform any Duty acceptable to 
God, therefore you muſt depend on the Spirit of 
hriſt to enable you thereunto, and Pray fer- 
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vently for his Aſſiſtance, and in his ſtreogth 
you may be able to do all things. 
And altho God requires of you pet fect Obe. 
dience to all his Commands both in Heart and 
Life, yet not as a Condition of Life, but that 
examining your lelves by the Rule of your Obe- 
dience, you may be ſenſible of your Sins, hum- 
bled for them and repent of them, and of ne- 
ceſſity be conſtrained to ſeek for the forgivene!s 
of them through the Mercy of God, through 
the Satisfaction and Merits of Chriſt relied on 
by Faith; out of which will ſpring Good Works: 
And hereby you will be humbled, and ſee 
cauſe to aſcribe the Glory of your Salvation 
to the Holy, Bleſſed and Glorious Trinity, who 
is moſt worthy: to have it. | 
And being True Penitent Believers, you may 
e you were choſen to be of that num- 
ber, Who becauſe you would not and could not 
of your felves perform the Terms of the New 
Covenant: Therefore God decreed, Chriſt pur- 
chaſed for you, and the Holy Ghoſt hath effectu- 
ally wrought in you that Grace, whereby you 
ſhould certainly perform the Terms of the New 
Covenant and be Eterually Saved. © 
And therefore 'owing your. ſafe Conduct to 
Heaven, from! firſt 'to laſt, to infinite Free 
Grace:and Mercy; you will for ever Adore with 
the higheſt Venerat ion, the Free Grace of God 
for your Election, Redemption, Sanctiſication 
and Glorification, for which Hoſannah's and 
Falclujah's, will be ſung for ever and ever. 
Let us Pray therefore, as in the Collect, 
which fell of Courſe to be Read the firſt Lord's 
Day after King Janes the Second came to the 
112 | "+ I] | Crown, . 


* 


many of the Clergy, &c. 167 
Crown, That God would keep his Church and 
Houſbold in the true Religion, even that of the 
Church of England, as before deſcribed 3 and 
let us add, that God would not only preſerye 
it from Po ery, but alſo from Deiſm, Soc iniani ſin, 
Arminianiſm and Quateriſm, which threaten at 
this time the overthrow of the true Religion 
of the Church of England, if God of his Good- 
neſs do not prevent it. | 
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FINIS. 


ERR AT 4. 


P 4. line 30. for, read yer. p. 13. I. 23. 
dit ert, r. direct. p. 41.1. 7. after it, r. that 
_ alſoprove it. p. 49. I. 9. this r. his. p. 59.1. 18. 
dele 4. p. 64. I. 14. doth, r. did. p. 1 10. I. 23. r. 
by Works under; I. 25. r. our good Works. p. 134. 
I. 20, dele aud. p. 14 5. I. 4. maten, r. watch. p. 
148. 1. 12. r. accounted Schi ſin. To 
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